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CIRCULARS  AND  PRICE-LISTS. 

How  to  Distbibute  them  to  the  Dbug-teade. 
Many  of  the  best  advertisers  in  the  drug-trade  have  endorsed  our 
view  that  it  is  more  effective  as  well  as  cheaper  to  distribute 
circulars  and  price-lists  stitched  up  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  than  sending  them  singly  by  post.  We  make  such 
insets  in  the  C.  &  D.  notable  by  the  fact  that  we  only  receive 
them  twice  a  year  for  distribution,  and,  of  course,  we  ensure  that 
they  get  into  the  hands  of  the  right  people.  Sending  them  singly 
by  post  is  more  or  less  (principally  "  more ")  a  lottery,  gives 
immense  office  trouble,  and  costs  at  least  three  times  more  than 
our  charge  for  inserting  them  in  the  C.  &  D.  We  would  advise 
those  who  think  of  the  matter  to  write  to  our  Publisher  for  par- 
1  qnn  ab°U-t  the  nexfc  distribution— tlle  Summer  number,  July  28, 
1900.  He  will  not  only  give  particulars  about  the  charges,  but 
what  artistic  assistance  he  can  in  designing  or  arranging  insets. 
Ihe  date  ig  two  months  distant,  but  near  enough  for  prompt 
instructions  to  printers. 


Blackpool  Chemists  have  discussed  the  company-question 
(p.  855). 

A  Dublin  Firm  has  been  fined  for  using  methylated  spirit 
in  compounding  cordials  (p.  856). 

A  War-window  Design,  suitable  for  chemists,  is  illustrated 
and  described  by  Mr.  J.  Pike  (p.  831). 

Several  public  analysts'  reports  on  the  purity  of  drugs  in  their 
neighbourhoods  are  referred  to  (p.  820). 

Mr.  Martindale  was  entertained  at  Cape  Town  on  Tuesday 
evening  by  the  chemists  of  the  town  (p.  825). 

The  Uganda  Protectorate  is  the  latest  British  possession 
in  which  a  poison-law  has  been  enforced  (p.  855). 

The  Royal  Academy  contains  some  portraits  interesting  to 
chemists,  and  "Xrayser  "  describes  them  (p.  849). 

A  Staines  Dentist  has  been  ordered  to  pay  damages  to  a  patient 
from  whom  he  failed  to  extract  a  wisdom-tooth  (p.  857). 

New  Remedies,  fortoin,  hydrastis  canadensis,  kola-nuts,  and 
oil  of  verbena  are  the  subjects  of  scientific  notes  on  p.  834. 

Manchester  Chemists  have  obtained  promises  from  their 
M.P.'s  to  look  after  chemists'  interests  in  the  Companies  Bill 
(p.  822). 

British  Exhibitors  in  the  Chemical  Section  of  the  Paris 
Exhibition  are  protesting  against  the  way  in  which  their  section 
is  arranged  (p.  854). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  Election  has  resulted  in  the 
return  of  Messrs.  Cooper,  Cross,  Hills,  Storrar,  Symes,  Taylor, 
and  Wootton  (p.  847). 

An  Improved  Formula  for  ferrous-oxalate  developer  and 
measurements  of  British  and  continental  dry-plates  are  amongst 
the  photogvaphic  items  on  p.  831. 

Official  Statistics  regarding  American  trade  in  1899  show 
that  the  United  Kingdom  has  been  doing  much  more  business 
with  the  United  States  (p.  853). 

Several  Civil  Compounders  at  the  front  send  us  interesting 
letters  descriptive  of  their  experiences  of  the  climatic  and  other 
disadvantages  of  the  campaign  (p.  827). 

Mr.  G.  Claridge  Druce  contributes  an  interesting  illustrated 
article  on  a  trip  to  Tunis.  He  gives  some  notes  on  the  drug-trade 
and  on  the  booany  of  the  district  (p.  831). 

The  Portrait  of  M.  Guignard,  who  has  succeeded  Professor 
Planchon  as  director  of  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy,  is  printed 
with  some  notes  regarding  his  career  (p.  824). 

The  Names  of  the  fifteen  gentlemen  who  are  to  be  Fellows  of 
the  Royal  Society  are  given  on  p.  855.  They  include  Professor 
Farmer,  the  pharmaceutical  botany  examiner. 

In  a  lengthy  article  we  show  it  might  have  been  much  better 
for  pharmacists  to-day  had  the  Pharmacy  Bill  of  the  United 
Society  been  supported  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  (p.  852). 

Messrs.  Day  &  Sons,  of  Crewe,  have  obtained  an  injunction 
against  a  seller  of  "  red  drench  "  and  "  black  drink  "  not  made  by 
them;  but  a  counter- action  for  the  removal  of  these  titles  from 
the  Trade  Mark  Register  has  succeeded  (p.  856). 

Amongst  the  illustrations  in  this  issue  are  one  of  a  Boer 
hospital  (now  British)  on  the  Modder  River,  portraits  of  two 
Volunteer  compounders,  and  a  group-photograph  of  the  Pieter- 
maritzburg  Company  of  the  R.A.M.C.,  which  includes  a  number 
of  chemists  (p.  835). 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  fully 
reported.  The  principal  matter  under  discussion  was  Mr.  Butt's 
motion  regarding  the  Research  Laboratory,  which  he  withdrew  on 
being  assured  by  Mr.  Carteighe  that  strictly  pharmaceutical  work 
for  the  B.P.  is  now  being  done  (p.  840). 

The  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  held 
on  Tuesday  evening,  at  which  Sir  Howard  Vincent,  M.P.,  Lord 
Welby,  Mr.  Remnant,  M.P.,  Sir  Wm.  Abney,  Dr.  Selby  Church, 
the  Hon.  G.  Waldegrave  Leslie,  Sir  J.  Crichton  Browne,  and  Dr. 
Thorpe  were  speakers.  We  give  sketch  portraits  of  most  of  them 
(p.  835). 

BIr.  Justice  Cozens-Hardy,  in  the  action  by  the  Saccharin 
Corporation  (Limited)  against  purchasers  of  saccharin  infringing 
their  patents,  has  found  against  the  Corporation  on  the  actual  in- 
fringement question,  because  it  could  not  be  determined  which  of 
the  three  patents  was  infringed,  but  the  purchasers  have  been 
ordered  to  pay  damages  to  the  Corporation  as  there  was  infringe, 
ment  (p.  856). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Milk-standards. 

The  Departmental  Committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  to  inquire  into  the  question  of  milk-standards 
met  last  week  at  3  St.  James's  Square,  W.  Lord  Wenlock  was 
in  the  chair,  and  the  following  witnesses  gave  evidence : — 
Mr.  W.  W.  Fisher  and  Mr.  E.  Bevan,  of  the  Society  of  Public 
Analysts  ;  Mr.  Droop  Richmond,  Leicester  Dairy  Company  ; 
Mr.  A.  E.  Cassal,  F.I.C.,  Public  Analyst,  Kensington  ;  Dr. 
Drinkwater,  Edinburgh  ;  Dr.  Niven,  Manchester  ;  Sir  George 
Brown,  C.B.  ;  Mr.  N.  Story  Maskelyne ;  Mr.  C.  Lehmann, 
Condensed  Milk  Association  ;  and  Mr.  C.  Lewin,  Somerset 
House. 

Shop-blinda. 

At  the  May  meeting  of  the  Brentwood  Urban  District 
Council  the  Surveyor  asked  whether  it  was  intended  to  en- 
force the  statutory  8-foot  limit  from  the  path  for  traders' 
shop-blinds.  The  Chairman  (Mr.  J.  J.  Crowe),  in  reply,  said 
that  while  the  roads  and  paths  were  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public,  it  would  not  be  wise  to  unduly  hamper  trade  and 
tradesmen  by  insisting  on  the  8-foot  limit ;  and  the  Council 
eventually  decided  that  any  particular  case  in  which  a  shop- 
blind  caused  an  obstruction  should  be  brought  before  them 
for  consideration  before  any  action  was  taken. 

At  a  meeting  of  Sudbury  Town  Council  last  week  it  was 
reported  that  sixty-eight  traders  had  been  required  to  comply 
with  the  statutory  limit,  with  the  result  that  in  sixty-two 
cases  the  shop-blinds  had  been  altered,  in  two  cases  the 
blinds  had  been  withdrawn,  and  the  other  two  cases  it  was 
hoped  to  be  able  to  meet,  though  one  trader  declared  that 
if  his  blind  must  be  8  feet  from  the  path  it  would  be 
absolutely  of  no  use  to  protect  his  windows  from  the  sun. 

French  Telegraphic  Money-orders. 

The  Postmaster-General  has  informed  the  Secretary  of  the 
Association  of  Chambers  of  Commerce  of  the  United  King- 
dom that  he  has  arrived  at  an  agreement  with  the  French 
Post  Office  for  the  establishment  of  a  telegraph  money-order 
service  between  this  country  and  France,  and  that  he  only 
awaits  the  completion  of  the  necessary  diplomatic  procedure 
before  announcing  a  date  for  the  beginning  of  the  service. 
The  delay  in  arranging  for  this  service  has  been  due  solely 
to  the  fact  that  the  French  Post  Office  could  not  be  induced 
until  recently  to  accept  the  basis  adopted  by  the  other 
continental  Post  Offices  for  their  telegraph  money-order 
services  with  the  United  Kingdom. 

Analysts'  Affairs. 

East  Sussex  County  Council  has  re-appointed  Mr.  Samuel 
A.  Woodhead  public  analyst,  and  has  decided  to  provide  him 
with  a  polarimeter  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  11/. 

The  only  samples  of  drugs  analysed  last  year  by  Mr.  Thos. 
Fairley,  analyst  for  the  North  Riding,  were  two  of  sweet 
spirit  of  nitre.  One  was  genuine,  but  the  other,  purchased 
at  Hutton  Rudby,  was  of  low  quality.  The  Council  decided 
at  its  quarterly  meeting  on  May  9  to  caution  the  vendor  of 
the  latter  sample. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Bristol  Town  Council  last  week,  the 
Watch  Committee  recommended  that  the  present  salary  and 
allowance  of  the  City  Analyst  (Mr.  F.  W.  Stoddart),  amount- 
ing to  200/.,  should  be  held  to  cover  600  yearly  analyses, 
and  that  he  should  be  paid  10s.  6d.  for  each  analysis  beyond 
that  number.  The  matter  was  referred  back  to  the  Watch 
Committee  for  further  consideration. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Fisher,  county  analyst  for  Oxfordshire,  in  his 
quarterly  report  states  that  amongst  other  samples  analysed 
were  potash  and  soda  waters,  glycerin,  seidlitz  powders,  and 
Gregory  powder.  The  potash  water  contained  bicarbonate  of 
potash  in  due  proportion,  and  one  sample  of  soda-water  con- 
tained bicarbonate  of  soda,  but  the  other  was  merely  filtered 
Thames  water  charged  with  carbonic-acid  gas.  Nine  samples 
of  seidlitz  powders  were  genuine,  although  some  were  less 
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accurately  weighed  than  others.  Two  contained  bicarbonat 
of  soda  in  excess  substituted  for  tartarated  soda,  doubtlc 
as  being  cheaper.  The  tartaric  acid,  in  one  case,  was  muc 
below  the  proper  proportion.  Eleven  samples  of  glycerii 
were  genuine,  and  in  most  cases  of  a  high  degree  of  purity 
one  specimen,  however,  was  a  crude  article,  not  proper! ! 
purified,  and  this  was  sold  in  penny  bottles.  The  Gregory) 
powder  samples  were  all  satisfactory. 

Dr.  Alfred  Hill,  medical  officer  of  health  and  analyst  fo 
the  City  of  Birmingham,  in  his  annual  report,  states  tha 
85  samples  of  drugs  were  examined  during  the  year,  C< 
these,  66  were  found  to  be  genuine,  and  19 — or  22  per  cent.- 
adulterated.    Fifty-six  of  the  samples  were  bought  frorr 
registered  chemists  and  druggists,  and  of  these  8  sample 
(or  14    per    cent.)    were    condemned.     The  remaining 
29  samples  were  bought  from  unqualified  persons,  and  oj 
these  11,  or  38  per  cent.,  were  adulterated.    The  percentag 
of  adulteration  during  the  year  was  very  similar  to  that  o 
recent  years,  and  about  twice  as  high  as  that  found  is 
England  and  Wales  generally,  the  reason  probably  beinj 
that  in  Birmingham,  as  a  rule,  only  ,  those  articles  are  pur 
chased  which  previous  experience  has  shown  are  likely  to  h 
adulterated.    The  amount  of  the  fines  was  much  greate; 
than  that  paid  is  any  previous  year.    Of  32  samples  o 
camphorated  oil  analysed,  10  (or  31  per  cent.)  were  adul 
terated,  a  proportion  very  similar  to  that  found  in  1897,  whei 
27  per  cent,  of  the  samples  examined  were  condemned 
Twenty-two  of  the  samples  were  prepared  with  olive  oil,  an< 
contained  about  the  right  proportion  of  camphor  ;  4  sample 
were  deficient  in  camphor,  though  olive  oil  had  been  used 
two  samples  were  prepared  with  a  cheaper  vegetable  oili 
but  were  not  deficient  in  camphor;  1  sample  was  deficien 
in  camphor,  and  prepared  frum  a  foreign  vegetable  oil ;  aw 
the  remaining  3  samples  were  made  from  mineral  oil,  one  o 
them  containing  a  very  small  amount  of  camphor.  Th< 
sale  of  common  lubricating  oil  scented  with  camphor  is 
says  Dr.  Hill,  a  cruel  fraud,  as  the  medicinal  properties  o 
such  a  preparation  are  very  slight.    Prosecutions  were  takei 
in  ten  cases  ;  in  one,  where  camphor  was  deficient  to  thi  j 
extent  of  10  per  cent.,  the  vendor  was  cautioned,  in  thfi 
others  fines,  ranging  from  5/.  and  costs  to  11.  and  costs,  wen 
imposed.    Twenty  samples  of  almond  oil  were  examined 
and  3  were  certified  as  adulterated  with  peach-kernel  oil 
In  one  case  there  was  100  per  cent,  of  peach-kernel  oil,  buf 
the   prosecution  was    withdrawn  owing  to  a  technical 
error  in    the    wording   of  the   certificate.    In  the  twc 
other  cases,  in  which  peach- kernel  oil  was  present  to  thtj 
extent  of  75  per  cent,  and  50  per  cent,  respectively,  the 
vendors    were    each   fined    11.    and  costs.     The  whole 
of  the  12  samples  of  saffron  examined  were  of  satisfac- 
tory quality.    They  contained  from  6  9  to  7'7  per  cent,  of! 
moisture  and  from  4-6  to  6  6  per  cent,  of  mineral  matter 
which  is  a  great  improvement  on  previous  results.  Reporting 
on  compound  tincture  of  rhubarb,  Dr.  Hill  points  out  that 
the  B.P.  of  1898  orders  1  volume  of  glycerin  to  be  present 
in  every  10  volumes  of  the  tincture.  Three  out  of  11  samples 
contained  no  glycerin,  and  the  vendors  were  cautioned. 
Three  samples  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  were  deficient  to  the 
extent  of  10  to  24  per  cent,  of  the  minimum  amount  of  ethyl 
nitrite,  and  the  vendors  were  likewise  cautioned.    Eight  out 
of  32  samples  examined  during  the  previous  five  years  were 
found  to  be  adulterated,  while  22  per  cent,  of  the  samples 
examined  in  England  and  Wales  were  condemned.    Dr.  Hill 
reports  a  decrease  in  the  use  of  boric  acid  and  an  increase 
in  the  use  of  formic  aldehyde  as  milk  preservatives.   He , 
condemns  the  use  of  preservatives  in  milk,  and  quotes  the 
results  of  experiments  recently  conducted  by  Dr.  Annett,  of 
University  College,  Liverpool,  showing  the  deleterious  effects 
of  boric  acid  and  formic  aldehyde  on  kittens,  and  thinking 
it  highly  probable  that  similar  ill-effects  will  be  produced  on 
young  babies. 

Look  Attractive. 
Mr.  Stokes,  the  public  analyst  of  St.  Luke's,  has  discovered 
a  certain  aniline  dye  in  sweets  manufactured  and  sold  in  the 
parish  ;  and  on  May  15  he  recommended  the  Vestry  to  write 
to  the  manufacturer  giving  him  a  caution,  as  such  sweets 
were  likely  to  be  injurious  to  children  and  persons  of  deli- 
cate digestive  faculties.  The  Vestry  at  once  decided  to 
adopt  the  analyst's  suggestion,  Mr.  Geo.  Eade  saying  it  was 
an  important  discovery  in  the  interests  of  future  citizens. 
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The  colouring  was  no  financial  gain  to  the  vendor  beyond 
the  fact  that  it  made  the  sweets  look  more  attractive. 

Carbolic  Casualty. 

Mr.  Thomas  Maries,  Principal  of  Gambia  House  School, 
Edmonton,  committed  suicide  on  May  12,  by  swallowing  a 
dose  of  carbolic  acid. 

More  Laudanum-poisonings. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Thropton  on  May  7,  on  the  body  of 
a  woman  named  Dixon,  who  died  from  laudanum-poisoning, 
Mr.  George  Hedley  Athey,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Roth- 
bury,  recognised  the  bottle  found  beside  the  body  as  coming 
from  his  establishment,  as  it  had  his  label  over  another. 
He  did  not  know  deceased,  but,  as  he  had  no  assistant,  it 
must  have  been  sold  by  himself,  although  he  did  not 
remember  having  sold  laudanum  in  such  a  bottle.  Tempo- 
rary insanity  induced  the  suicide,  said  the  jury. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Ashton-under-Lyne  on  May  8  on 
the  body  of  a  labourer  named  Schofield,  who  died  from 
laudanum-poisoning,  Mr.  John  Wm.  Ardern,  chemist  and 
druggist,  8  George  Street,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  stated  that 
he  sold  deceased  3d.  worth  of  laudanum  a  few  days  previous 
to  his  death.  He  said  to  deceased,  "  I  suppose  you  know 
this  is  poison  ? "  and  he  replied,  "Oh,  yes."  Mr.  Ardern 
added  that  laudanum  was  not  a  scheduled  poison,  and  that 
he  sold  it  two  or  three  times  a  day.  It  transpired  that  two 
other  laudanum-bottles  found  beside  the  body  were  purchased 
at  the  establishments  of  Mr.  P.  Bagnall,  chemist  and  druggist, 
and  the  Thompson  Drug  Company,  and  that  in  each  case 
deceased  stated  that  he  required  it  to  make  an  embrocation. 
Mr.  Percy  Bagnall,  writing  to  the  local  press  respecting  the 
case,  requests  the  statement  that  laudanum  was  not  a 
scheduled  poison  to  be  corrected,  because  "some  people 
other  than  chemists  may  be  inclined  to  sell  laudanum,  and 
so  render  themselves  liable  to  a  prosecution,  as  tincture  of 
opium  (laudanum)  is  in  part  2  of  the  schedule  under  the 
category  of  '  Opium  and  its  PrejDarations.' " 

An  inquiry  was  held  at  Halifax  on  May  10  concerning  the 
death  of  the  wife  of  a  boilermaker  named  Wadsworth. 
Deceased  had  swallowed  a  quantity  of  laudanum,  and  died 
in  the  infirmary.  Evidence  was  given  by  Mr.  Jabez  Swire, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  King  Cross,  who  deposed  to  selling 
deceased  1  oz.  of  laudanum.  She  said  she  wanted  it  to  make 
her  sleep,  and  asked  witness  what  quantity  she  should  take. 
He  replied,  "  Not  more  than  from  10  to  15  drops."  There  was 
nothing  strange  in  her  manner.  The  bottle  contained  33  gr. 
of  opium.  William  Robert  Fielding,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Queen's  Road,  said  deceased  asked  for  some  laudanum  at  his 
shop,  but  owing  to  her  queer  manner  he  sold  her  a  mixture 
containing  about  a  drachm  of  laudanum  and  the  rest  water, 
for  which  he  charged  her  Qd.  He  was  somewhat  influenced  in 
his  suspicions  by  the  circumstance  that  five  or  six  months  ago 
Mrs.  Wadsworth  came  to  his  shop  to  purchase  some  arsenic, 
and  owing  to  the  fact  that  she  did  not  give  a  satisfactory 
answer  to  his  question  why  she  wanted  it  he  refused  to  supply 
her.  The  Deputy-Coroner  (Mr.  J.  E.  Hill)  said  that  witness 
had  acted  very  wisely  in  the  matter,  and  he  wished  that  all 
chemists  would  do  the  same.  He  pointed  out  that  the  law 
put  no  restrictions  upon  the  sale  of  laudanum.  After 
medical  evidence  had  been  given,  the  jury  returned  a  verdict 
of  accidental  poisoning  by  laudanum. 

A  Doctor's  Death. 
Dr.  J.  Sinclair,  medical  officer  of  health  for  the  Slaidburn 
district  of  the  Clitheroe  Union,  and  a  resident  medical  prac- 
titioner for  twenty  years,  poisoned  himself  on  May  11  by  an 
overdose  of  arsenic. 

Cyanide-suicide. 
The  Devonport  Coroner  held  an  inquest  last  week  on 
xr\Tn  ^ones  (51),  a  pensioned  armourer's  sergeant  of  the 
A.O.C.,  who  had  committed  suicide  by  taking  poison, 
kamuel  Augustus  Perkins,  chemist,  15  Cumberland  Street, 
said  deceased  bought  cyanide  of  potassium  at  his  shop  for 
the  purpose,  as  he  said,  of  cleaning  his  uniform.  Further 
evidence  showed  that  the  deceased  had  taken  the  label  off 
t"e  packet,  and  carefully  dissolved   the  poison  before 


Cricket. 

Aldersgate  CO.  (S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson)  v.  Holborn 
Circus  C.C. — A  match  was  played  between  these  two  teams 
at  Denmark  Hill  on  May  12,  and  resulted  in  a  win  for  the 
Aldersgate  team  by  103  runs  to  86.  Messrs.  C.  T.  Maw  and 
Clay  took  five  wickets  each  for  the  winners,  and  the  best 
scores  were  C.  T.  Maw,  30  ;  Lawrence,  26  (not  out)  ;  and 
Hopley,  25. 

The  League  match,  Burgoynes  v.  City  Mills,  played  at 
Wadham  Lodge  on  May  12,  resulted  as  follows  : — 

Burgoynes,  80  ;  City  Mills,  48. 

This  was  the  first  League  match  of  the  season,  and  was  a 
very  pleasant  game.  Moxon  (30)  was  top  scorer  for  Bur- 
goynes, Morgan  (13)  and  Sawyer  (13)  for  City  Mills. 
Moxon  and  Martin  bowled  well  for  the  winners  and  Sawyer 
did  the  same  for  the  losers. 

M.D.,  CM.,  but  not  Begistered. 

At  Garstang  Police  Court  on  May  10,  John  Cubbin,  of 
Preesall-with-Hackinsall,  was  summoned,  under  subsection  2, 
section  40,  of  the  Births  and  Deaths  Registration  Act,  1874, 
for  making  a  false  medical  certificate.  It  appeared  that 
the  defendant  stated  on  a  death-certificate  his  qualifications, 
as  registered  by  the  Medical  Council,  as  M.D.,  CM.,  but  he 
was  not  registered.  Defendant  pleaded  guilty,  and  explained 
that  he  would  have  been  registered  had  he  not  been  away 
at  the  end  of  last  year.  The  Chairman  said  that  defendant 
had  not  proved  that  he  was  entitled  to  the  qualifications, 
and  imposed  the  maximum  penalty — 10/.  and  costs,  or  two 
months'  imprisonment. 

Bits  from  Birmingham. 

At  the  Chemists'  dinner  last  week  Professor  Hillhouse 
made  reference  to  the  granting  of  degrees  in  pharmacy  by 
the  new  University  of  Birmingham,  but  it  should  not  be  lost 
sight  of  that  these  could  only  be  provided  in  the  present  state 
of  the  law  after  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  dubbed  the 
candidates  legally  qualified  by  its  own  statutes,  so  that  one 
or  more  journeys  to  London  or  Edinburgh  would  still  be  im- 
perative. 

Many  pharmacists  often  inquire  what  the  local  associa- 
tion does  to  bind  its  members  together  during  the  summer 
months.  In  times  gone  by,  excursions  to  various  works  were 
organised,  cricket  and  lawn  tennis  were  indulged  in,  cycle 
rides  to  neighbouring  towns  to  call  on  their  brother  chemists, 
and  such  like  diversions.  Why  is  it  not  so  now  ?  Do  all 
play  golf  1  Are  there  not  links  at  King's  Norton,  Harborne, 
and  Solihull,  where  parties  could  go  and  be  initiated  by,  say, 
Mr.  Barclay,  in  the  mystery  of  this  interesting  and  healthful 
game  1 

In  this  connection  we  are  told  that  a  party  of  about  a 
score  of  junior  pharmacists,  including  two  ladies,  were  to  be 
seen  on  Monday  last  in  Cannon  Hill  Park  taking  stock  of  the 
medicinal  plants,  which  through  the  kindness  of  some  pro- 
minent botanically-inclined  citizens,  have  for  some  years 
been  cultivated  with  success  in  a  small  patch  of  ground 
called  the  "  Students'  Garden."  A  well-known  local 
pharmacist  was  acting  as  cicerone,  and  subsequently  after 
the  exercises  in  vernation,  venation,  and  aestivation,  and 
the  other  "  ations  "  had  been  disposed  of,  an  adjournment 
was  made  to  the  well-appointed  kiosk  within  the  grounds, 
where  tea,  buns,  and  the  like  were  dispensed,  and  sad  havoc 
made  of  an  appetite  which  was  just  about  ready  for  the 
noonday  meal. 

The  following  argument  has  been  heard  more  than  once 
in  pharmaceutical  circles  of  the  unqualified.  If  A  presents 
himself  for  examination  in  July  and  fails,  he  has  paid  five 
guineas  for  it,  and  can  present  himself  in  October  for  a  further 
fee  of  three  guineas,  with  the  chance  of  passing,  or  again  in 
December  for  a  further  payment  of  three  guineas — total, 
three  tries  =  eleven  guineas ;  but  if  he  waits  until  October 
he  pays  ten  guineas,  and  may  fail,  and  then  two  further  tries 
at  three  guineas  apiece  =  sixteen  guineas.  Total,  three  tries 
=  sixteen  guineas.  Gain  by  entering  in  July,  whether  ready 
or  not,  five  guineas.    Will  many  try  it  ? 

L.C.C.  Chemicals. 
The  Main  Drainage  Committee  of  the  L.C.C.  submitted  cn 
Mav  15  their  estimate  for  1900-1901  of  chemicals  required 
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At  Barking  outfall  it  was  stated  that  14,782  tons  of  lime  at 
12s.  9d.  per  ton,  and  3,285  tons  of  iron  sulphate  at  20*'.  2d. 
per  ton,  would  be  required,  the  total  cost  being  12,740/.  At 
the  Crossness  outfall  the  requirements  were  estimated  to  be 
9,000  tons  of  lime  at  12s.  lOd.  per  ton,  and  2,250  tons  of  iron 
sulphate  at  19s.  4r7.  per  ton  ;  total  cost,  7,925/.  There  were 
in  stock  90  tons  of  manganate  of  soda  at  Barking,  132  tons 
at  Crossness,  and  22  tons  at  Deptford  ;  and  also  about  10  tons 
of  sulphuric  acid. 

L.C.C.  Chemists'  Salaries. 

At  this  week's  meeting  of  the  L.C.C.  the  Establishment 
Committee  submitted  the  estimate  for  the  salaries  of  the 
Chemists'  Department  for  the  year  as  follows  : — The  chemist, 
800/.  ;  two  senior  assistants  at  400/.  and  350/. ;  four  first- 
class  assistants,  three  at  215/.  and  one  at  245/. ;  four  second- 
class  assistants,  ranging  from  162/.  10s.  to  200/.  ;  one 
third-class  assistant,  at  100/.  ;  one  fourth-class  assistant,  at 
95/. ;  one  messenger,  at  67/.  12s. ;  and  one  laboratory 
attendant,  at  62/.  8s. ;  total,  3,512/.  10s.  The  estimate  was 
agreed  to. 

An  Unlicensed  Dog. 

At  the  Wonford  (Exeter)  Petty  Sessions  on  Tuesday  last, 
Charles  Jesser  Harrold,  chemist,  St.  Thomas,  was  fined  14s., 
including  costs,  for  keeping  a  dog  without  a  licence. 

Fatal  Benzole-explosion. 

On  May  10  an  explosion  occurred  in  the  benzol-house  at 
Normanton  Chemical-works,  and  a  workman  named  Hoone 
■was  so  seriously  burned  that  he  succumbed  to  his  injuries. 

The  Weekly  Half-holiday. 

The  St.  Anne's-on-Sea  chemists  and  stationers  have  de- 
cided to  continue  the  Wednesday  half-holidays  till  the  end 
of  May.  An  effort  was  made  to  get  the  whole  of  the  shop- 
keepers to  close,  but  the  idea  was  not  supported,  and  fell 
through. 

Manchester  Matters. 
The  annual  dinner  of  the  Manchester  and  North  of 
England  Optical  Society  was  held  at  the  Mosley  Hotel  on 
May  16,  Mr.  Bennett  (the  President)  in  the  chair ;  and  Mr. 
H.  L.  Taylor  (Birmingham)  and  Mr.  Beaumont  (Huddersfield) 
were  present  as  representing  kindred  Societies.  Various 
toasts  were  drunk,  and  it  was  intimated  that  there  was 
every  probability  that  in  time  the  North  of  England  Optical 
Society,  which  had  now  become  affiliated  with  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  Optical  Society,  would  soon  become 
associated  with  the  Central  Society  in  London.  Mr.  Taylor 
afterwards  read  a  paper,  with  practical  illustrations,  on  the 
formation  of  the  eye.    A  discussion  followed. 

A  deputation  of  chemists  (Messrs.  Harding,  Kirkby, 
Kamsden,  Robinson,  and  J.  Wild),  representing  the  various 
wards  in  the  South  Manchester  Parliamentary  Division,  on 
May  16  waited  on  Mr.  Leif  Jones  and  the  Hon.  W.  R.  W. 
Peel,  the  Liberal  and  Conservative  candidates  for  that 
division,  to  lay  before  them  the  reasons  why  chemists  desire 
to  have  the  pharmacy-company  clause  expunged  from  the 
Companies  Bill.  Mr.  Leif  Jones  discussed  the  matter  at 
great  length,  and  expressed  himself  satisfied  that  the 
chemists  have  a  genuine  grievance.  He  promised  to  give 
the  matter  his  most  serious  consideration,  and  asked  that 
the  deputation  would  furnish  him  with  the  fullest  informa- 
tion bearing  upon  the  whole  question  of  company-pharmacy. 
The  Hon.  W.  R.  W.  Peel  promised  that  he  would  oppose  the 
obnoxious  clause  on  the  ground  that  the  members  of  a 
company  should  only  be  able  to  obtain  the  title  of  "  chemist  " 
in  the  same  way  as  an  individual — namely,  by  examination. 

Food-preservatives. 

The  Departmental  Committee  met  again  on  May  14,  Sir  H. 
Maxwell,  M.P.,  in  the  chair.  Dr.  Vivian  Poore  said  that 
preservatives  ought  not  to  be  added  to  food  unless  the  nature 
of  the  preservative  and  quantity  added  be  fully  stated.  It 
was  necessary  for  a  community  to  have  fresh  food  to  prevent 
scurvy,  and  it  was  especially  important  that  the  public  should 
not  mistake  stale  for  fresh  food.  He  did  not  think  colouring- 
substances  should  be  used.  Sir  T.  Lauder  Brunton  also  said 
the  use  of  preservatives  should  be  strictly  regulated.  If 
preservatives  were  not  used,  there  was  the  danger  from 


decomposing  food,  but  by  the  unregulated  use  of  preserva- 
tives there  might  be  a  double  danger — namely,  that  from  the 
drug  itself  which  was  used  as  a  preservative,  and  also  that 
from  the  decomposing  food  which  might,  in  spite  of  the 
addition  of  a  certain  quantity  of  preservative,  still  undergo  ! 
change  and  become  dangerous  to  health.  Dr.  W.  D.  Halli- 
burton said  that  in  the  employment  of  antiseptic  materials  in 
food,  a  label  or  something  of  that  nature  should  indicate 
what  had  been  used,  so  that  those  people  who  were  par- 
ticularly susceptible  to,  say,  borax  or  salicylic  acid,  should 
know  what  there  was  in  milk  or  meat.  As  a  general  prin-  ' 
ciple  it  was  best  to  avoid  the  use  of  artificial  dyes. 

Fires. 

On  May  15  a  fire  broke  out  on  the  premises  of  Mr.  Herbert 
Levett,  chemist,  of  22  London  Road,  Brighton.  A  lad 
named  Howes  was  burning  some  rubbish  in  the  back  yard 
attached  to  the  premises,  when  by  some  means  two  sheds 
caught  fire.  The  fire-brigade  were  at  once  summoned,  and 
the  flames  were  quickly  subdued.  The  damage  was  incon- 
siderable. 


Mdsb  mews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Resuscitation  Wanted. 

It  appears  that  there  is  a  strong  feeling  among  local 
chemists  that  an  effort  should  be  made  to  resuscitate  the 
Newport-upon-Usk  Chemists'  Association.  There  is  in  the 
town  a  nucleus  left  from  the  organisation  started  some  three 
years  ago,  chiefly  through  the  instrumentality  of  Mr.  Benson 
Harries,  and  it  has  been  suggested  that  the  Newport  and 
Cardiff  chemists  should  amalgamate  and  a  strong  and 
vigorous  association  could  be  formed.  Being  only  twelve 
miles  apart  there  need  be  no  difficulty  about  arranging  the  j 
time  of  meeting  to  suit  the  convenience  of  all.  An  expres-  ; 
sion  of  opinion  from  local  chemists  would  doubtless  do 
much  towards  the  desired  object. 


3rieb  Iflews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

Personal. 

Mr.  W.  Lyttle,  druggist,  Belfast,  has  been  elected  a 
member  of  the  Select  Vestry  of  St.  Barnabas's  Parish  in  that 
city. 

A  Patent-medicine  Machine. 

At  a  meeting  last  week  of  the  Limavady  Poor-law 
Guardians,  the  new  Dispensary  Act  and  its  administration 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  was  criticised  at  some 
length,  and  in  a  letter  received  on  the  subject  from  the  j 
Shillelagh  Union  the  Act  was  stated  to  be  unworkable,  and,  ! 
as  affairs  at  present  existed,  to  be  only  a  new  patent-medi-  | 
cine  machine. 

More  Room  Wanted. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Lurgan  Board  of  Guardians,  Dr.  j 
Rowlett  complained  of  the  inadequate  accommodation  of 
Portadown  Dispensary  for  the  shelving  of  medicines.  Since 
January  last  1,500  orders  had  been  issued,  which  meant  the  ( 
dispensing  of  5,000  bottles  of  medicine.    Many  of  the  I 
stock-bottles  had  to  be  kept  on  the  floor,  and  were  in  danger 
of  being  kicked  over  by  people  getting  teeth  extracted.  | 
The  old  Dispensary  Committee  declined  to  issue  orders  for  • 
tooth-extraction,  as  such  service  could  be  had  as  low  as  6'Z 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  inspect  the  dispensary. 

Legal  Case. 

In  the  Chancery  Division,  Dublin,  on  May  14,  a  summons 
to  administer  the  personal  estate  of  the  late  Dr.  Spearing, 
who  carried  on  the  business  of  an  apothecary  in  Antrim,  was 
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'heard.  The  Apothecaries'  Hall  Company  were  creditors,  and 
complained  that  there  had  been  delay  in  disposing  of  the 
business,  but  it  was  now  stated  that  the  business  had  been 
recently  sold  as  a  going  concern.  The  Master  of  the  Rolls 
said  in  these  circumstances  he  would  not  make  an  order  for 
administration,  but  would  leave  it  open  to  the  plaintiffs  to 
apply  again  if  necessary. 


Scotcb  1Rcws. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Veterinarian  Appointment. 

Professor  Mettam,  of  the  Royal  (Dick)  Veterinary  College, 
Edinburgh,  has  been  appointed  Principal  of  the  Royal 
Veterinary  College.  The  new  Principal  has  been  connected 
with  the  teaching-staff  of  the  Dick  College  for  the  past 
ten  years.  He  is  a  Past-President  of  the  Scottish  Micro- 
scopical Society,  and  was  recently  George  Heriot  Research 
Fellow  in  Science  in  the  University.  He  is  also  editor  of 
the  Veterinarian. 

Fire. 

A  destructive  fire,  causing  damage  estimated  at  50.000/., 
occurred  on  May  10,  on  the  premises  of  Messrs.  James  Keiller 
&  Son  (Limited),  manufacturing-confectioners,  Dundee.  The 
building  in  which  the  fire  originated  is  comparatively 
new  having  been  specially  erected  and  equipped  with  plant 
and  machinery  for  the  preparation  of  cocoa  and  chocolate. 
The  outbreak  is  said  to  have  been  caused  by  the  bursting 
of  a  refrigerator,  resulting  in  the  ignition  of  various  chemicals. 
Several  narrow  escapes  of  employes  are  recorded  and  one 
fireman  was  injured. 

A  "  Thrift  Chat." 

Last  week  a  number  of  the  workpeople  employed  by  the 
United  Alkali  Company  (Limited)  attended  a  "  Thrift  Chat  " 
at  St.  Rollox  Chemical-works,  Glasgow.  Mr.  J.  McCulloch 
presided,  and  a  representative  of  the  National  Thrift  Society — 
an  organisation  which  holds,  as  part  of  its  propaganda, 
friendly  talks  with  workpeople — gave  an  address,  which  was 
followed  by  a  distribution  of  "Thrift"  literature. 

Pharmacy  Sports. 

The  ninth  annual  sports  of  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacy 
Athletic  Club  will  be  held  on  May  22  at  Powderhall  Grounds, 
from  6.45  to  9  o'clock.  A  good  programme  has  been 
arranged,  including  flat-racing,  bicycle-racing,  and  five-a-side 
football. 

Co-operative  Pharmacy. 

The  latest  development  of  the  store-business  in  Edinburgh 
is  in  connection  with  St  Cuthbert's  Co-operative  Stores, 
which  are  supported  to  a  large  extent  by  the  working- 
classes,  and  have  branches  all  over  the  city.  The  managers 
are  about  to  open  a  department  for  the  sale  of  drugs,  and 
have  advertised  for  a  qualified  assistant.  It  appeal's  that 
this  matter  has  been  under  consideration  for  some  time. 
Years  ago  chemists  in  various  districts  of  the  city  were 
approached  by  the  store-managers  with  a  view  to  supply- 
ing drugs  to  their  members,  but  the  arrangements  fell 
through  on  the  question  of  proprietary  articles,  the  managers 
requiring  that  they  should  be  sold  at  full  prices.  This 
development  is  regarded  with  equanimity  by  Edinburgh 
chemists,  who  are  generally  of  opinion  that  members  of  the 
stores  will  continue  to  get  their  dispensing  done  at  chemists' 
shops.  The  struggle,  it  is  believed,  will  be  between  limited- 
company  stores  and  the  new  one. 

A  Day  Off.  j 

The  excursion  of  the  Edinburgh  and  District  Chemists' 
trade  Association  has  been  fixed  for  Wednesday,  June  13, 
and  the  district  to  be  visited  is  Aberfoyle,  familiar  to  the 
readers  of  Sir  Walter  Scott's  novels  as  the  scene  of  some  of 
the  most  prominent  incidents  in  "  Rob  Roy." 


East  Jnfctan  IRews. 

Indian  Famine  Fund.— The  employes  of  both  Messrs. 
Bathgate  &  Co.  and  R.  Scott  Thomson  &  Co  (Limited)  are 
amongst  the  latest  contributors  to  this  fund. 

Major  D.  Temple,  R.A.M.C.,  Umballa,  will  have  charge 
of  the  new  Anti-rabic  Institute  at  Kasauli.  He  is  an  ex- 
perienced bacteriologist,  having  studied  under  Pasteur  at 
various  times  of  late  years. 

Subsiding. — The  restlessness  that  had  characterised  the 
Calcutta  bazaars,  with  the  recrudescence  of  plague  is  now  on 
the  wane,  and  a  firmer  business  tone  prevails,  although 
several  of  the  smaller  bazaar-keepers  still  remain  closed. 
The  thoroughfares  wear  a  decidedly  depopulated  aspect. 
Disinfectants  are  in  good  demand  locally  and  for  the  pro- 
vinces. 

For  Snakes  and  Scorpions. — A  Catholic  priest  at 
Morapai  recommends  the  application  of  pure  carbolic  acid 
■for  snake-bite.  Make  the  wound  bleed  and  apply  the  acid 
with  a  feather,  or,  if  there  is  no  bleeding,  make  two  or  three 
incisions  above  the  wound  and  apply  there  the  carbolic  acid. 
Dry  quinine  rubbed  on  a  wasp  or  scorpion  sting  is  said  to 
afford  instantaneous  relief. 

The  Seed-crops. — The  second  forecast  of  the  linseed 
and  rapeseed  crops  of  1899-1900  in  the  North- West  Provinces 
and  Oudh  states  that  the  rain  which  fell  in  January  last 
greatly  benefited  the  rapeseed  and  linseed  crops  which  were 
badly  is  need  of  rain.  The  crop  is  now  being  cut  in  places, 
and  an  outturn  of  75  per  cent,  to  80  per  cent,  of  the  normal 
is  confidently  expected  in  the  case  of  both  linseed  and  rape- 
seed  crops. 

A  Personal  Business. — Some  time  ago  an  enterprising 
German — one  Mr.  Louis  Hund — started  a  soap  and  candle 
factory  in  Bangalore.  The  Durbar  generously  supported  the 
enterprise,  and  did  what  it  could  to  make  the  industry  a 
success,  but  Mr.  Hund  died,  and  with  him  practically  died 
the  factory.  The  buildings,  plant,  &c,  still  exist,  but  for 
three  years  no  work  has  been  done.  The  factory  was  doing 
fairly  large  business  up  to  the  time  of  Mr.  Hand's  death. 

Making  Hay  while  the  Sun  Shines. — The  Municipality 
of  Madras  cannot  supply  Ootacamund  with  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  drinking-water,  and  will  not  permit  new  wells  to 
be  sunk.  Mr.  W.  E.  Smith  (of  W.  E.  Smith  &  Co.,  chemists, 
Madras),  a  resident  of  the  station,  has  for  many  years  main- 
tained in  good  order  some  of  the  finest  wells  in  the  district, 
has  laid  down  a  new  soda-water  plant,  and  is  doing  a  large 
business.  The  price  of  water  at  this  time  of  the  year  is 
£  anna  per  potful. 

Ground-nuts. — This  year  the  ground-nut  trade  of  Pondi- 
cherry  seems  to  be  a  little  more  active  than  it  has  been  for 
these  six  years  past.  Since  the  British  Government  resolved 
to  raise  a  heavy  tax  on  oil-seeds  entering  French  territory 
from  adjoining  British  lands,  the  traffic  has  been  diverted  to 
Cuddalore,  fifteen  miles  away  from  Pondicherry.  But,  as 
last  year  native  agriculturists  have  successfully  experimented 
with  ground-nuts  imported  from  Senegambia,  they  have  got 
an  ample  harvest,  which  allows  the  local  exporters  to  have 
their  revenge  to  a  certain  extent. 

A  Scientific  Appointment.— Mr.  Harold  H.  Mann  has 
been  appointed  to  fill  the  post  of  scientific  officer  to  the 
Indian  Tea  Association,  and  goes  to  India  shortly  to  take  up 
his  appointment.  Mr.  Mann,  who  is  a  B.Sc.  (Victoria 
University)  and  an  A.I.C.,  has,  since  January  1898,  been 
working  under  Dr.  Voelcker  at  the  research  station  of  the 
Royal  Agricultural  Society  at  Woburn,  Beds.  He  has  done 
good  work  for  the  Society,  and  is  eminently  fitted  for 
research  and  inquiry  work.  He  is  taking  a  laboratory 
outfit  with  him  to  India. 


Vanilla-planting  has  been  tried  with  success  in  Samoa, 
and  more  of  it  is  being  set  out.  It  is  thought  that  with 
proper  cultivation  this  product  will  take  a  high  place  among 
the  industries  of  the  island.  Kola  is  also  being  planted  ; 
the  young  trees  look  healthy,  and  it  is  said  that  the  soil  and 
climate  appear  to  suit  its  growth. 
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(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


M.  MoiSSAN  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Paris 
Superior  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  in  place  of  M. 
Planchon,  deceased.  He  has  also  accepted  the  important 
post  of  Professor  of  Chemistry  at  the  Paris  Sorbonne,  in 
place  of  M.  Troost,  who  retires  on  account  of  advancing  age. 

A  Colonial  Garden. — A  decree  of  the  French  Colonial 
Minister  announces  that  the  establishment  known  as  the 
"  Garden  of  Colonial  Experiments  "  will  henceforth  be  called 
the  Colonial  Garden.  It  is  situated  at  Nogent-sur-Marne, 
near  Paris,  and  "contains  three  departments — service  of  in- 
formation, laboratories,  and  cultures. 

Antipykine  as  a  Trade-mark. — The  Paris  Court  of 
Appeal  has  recently  given  a  judgment  to  the  effect  that  the 
word  "  antipyrine  "  cannot  be  held  to  constitute  a  trade-mark. 
This  reverses  a  judgment  given  by  the  Tribunal  of  the  Seine 
in  July,  1898,  when  the  Syndicate  Chamber  of  Pharmacists 
of  the  Seine  unsuccessfully  brought  an  action  with  a  view  to 
invalidating  the  use  of  the  word  "  antipyrine  "  as  a  trade-mark 

The  International  Congress  op  Pharmacy. — So  far 
no  selection  has  been  definitely  made  of  a  President  of  the 
1900  Congress  of  Pharmacy.  The  choice  is  a  delicate  and 
difficult  one,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  profound  regret  that  the 
late  amiable,  courteous,  and  universally  popular  Director  of 
the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy  has  not  survived  to  hold  the 
position  of  honour  for  which  he  was  so  peculiarly  well 
fitted. 

Dionine  Analgesia. — At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Paris 
Academy  of  Medicine  Dr.  Darier  referred  to  the  fact  that 
oculists  are  frequently  powerless  to  relieve  certain  classes  of 
pain  in  the  eye  ;  cocaine  in  such  cases  being  only  momentarily 
effectual.  He  finds,  however,  that  "Dionine,"  the  hydro- 
chloride of  ethyl  morphine,  gives  long  and  complete  analgesia 
when  applied  in  the  form  of  a  powder  to  the  eye.  Its  only 
inconvenience  is  that  it  has  a  tendency  to  inflame  the  eyelids, 
and  there  is  at  first  a  little  irritation  in  the  eye,  which 
disappears  after  a  few  minutes. 

The  Shooting  Pharmacist.— M.  Bardin,  the  Paris 
pharmacist  who  fired  two  revolver-shots  in  court  at  a  judge 
a  short  time  ago,  on  an  adverse  judgment  being  given  against 
him  in  a  lawsuit,  is  to  be  tried  for  his  misdemeanour  in  the 
police-court.  The  curious  thing  is  that  M.  Bardin  is  stated 
to  have  said  that  he  intended  to  hit  the  Judge,  and  this 
should  have  brought  him  under  the  charge  of  attempted 
murder,  with  a  trial  by  jury  at  the  Assizes  as  a  result,  which 
is  apparently  what  he  wanted ;  but  the  Magistrate  in  charge 
of  the  case  is  evidently  of  the  opinion  that  the  pharma- 
cist's intentions  were  not  so  bloodthirsty  as  he  pretends. 

An  Echo  of  the  Admiralty. — Philipp,  a  former  attache 
at  the  French  Ministry  of  Marine,  has  been  tried  on  the 
charge  of  attempting  to  obtain  money  fraudulently  from  the 
British  Ambassador  in  Paris,  and  for  fraud  in  connection 
w  ith  a  company  known  as  the  Society  of  Antiseptic  Microbi- 
cides,  Tissues,  and  other  Matters,  has  been  sentenced  to 
imprisonment  by  default,  he  having  left  the  country.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  Philipp  managed  to  interest 
M.  Durand,  a  principal  pharmacist  of  the  Navy,  in  one 
of  his  companies ;  and  although  not  the  slightest  irregularity 
is  imputed  to  M.  Durand,  the  association  with  Philipp  has 
not  been  to  his  advantage. 

Commercial  Pharmacy. — Those  Paris  pharmacists  who 
are  envious  of  the  professional  dignity  of  their  calling'received 
a  shock  last  week  on  seeing  a  circular  issued  by  one  of  the 
cutting  pharmacies  in  the  centre  of  the  city.  This  circular 
was  sent  out  in  an  envelope  bearing  the  printed  words  "  Tele- 
phone Service."  which  gave  it  a  slight  official  air,  and  the 
contents,  headed  "  Principal  Pharmacy  "  in  large  type,  were 
to  the  effect  that  the  establishment  has  organised  an  express 
delivery  service  by  auto-cars.  Customers  are  invited  to  send 
their  orders  by  telephone,  telegram,  or  letter,  and  are 
promised  immediate  delivery  without  increase  in  price. 
•'  Quality,  extreme  cheapness,  and  a  large  selection  "  is  the 
firm's  motto,  while  the  largest,  best  stock,  and  cheapest  of 
all  France  and  "  minute  "  dispensing  of  doctors'  prescrip 


tions,  are  amongst  the  other  claims  for  public  favour.  A 
small  catalogue  accompanies  the  circular,  and  is  worded  in 
a  very  tempting  manner. 

Pomade. — "  La  Grande  Encyclopedic,''  the  French  equi- 
valent of  the  "  Encyclopedia  Britannica,"  has  reached  the 
subject  "Pomade,"  which  is  defined  as  "An  external 
medicament,  of  solid  or  semi-solid  consistence,  composed  of 
one  or  several  medicinal  substances,  mixed  with  one  or 
several  fatty  substances.  It  is  distinguished  from  an 
ointment  by  the  absence  of  resin  or  wax — at  least,  as  a 
leading  ingredient.  Pomades  may  be  divided  into  three 
groups,  according  as  they  are  prepared  by  simply  mixing, 
by  solution,  or  by  chemical  combination.  The  excipients 
most  usually  employed  are  lard,  lanoline,  and  vaseline.  To 
modify  the  consistence  of  the  medicament  sweet-almond  oil 
or  wax  may  be  added,  according  to  circumstances."  Then 
the  way  of  preparing  the  various  pomades  is  given.  For 
instance,  "  iodide-of-potassium  pomade  is  made  by  dissolving 
10  grammes  of  iodide  in  10  grammes  of  water,  afterwards 
adding  to  this  solution  80  grammes  of  lard."  Other  recipes 
are  more  complicated,  but  of  little  value  to  the  laity,  to 
whom  the  book  chiefly  appeals. 

The  Society  op  Biology  of  France  recently  celebrated 
its  fiftieth  anniversary.  The  principal  event  of  the  celebra- 
tion was  the  unveiling  of  a  marble  plaque,  placed  on  the 
wall  of  the  laboratory  of  the  College  de  France,  formerly 
occupied  by  Claude  Bernard,  the  celebrated  biologist.  The- 
inscription  reads : — 

DANS  CE  LABOKATOIKE, 

A  travaillk,  de  1847—1878, 

CLAUDE  BERNARD, 

Professeur  de  Medeeine  au  College  de  France. 

A  similar  plaque  was  placed  some  time  ago  on  the  laboratory 
in  the  rue  d'Ulm  where  Pasteur  worked. 

The  Practice  op  Pharmacy  in  France,  as  is  well 
known,  is  limited  to  the  actual  owner  of  the  pharmacy,  who 
must  be  a  qualified  man.  According  to  the  strict  letter  of 
the  law  the  pharmacy  ought  to  be  closed  whenever  the 
proprietor  is  absent,  which  would,  of  course,  be  bordering  on 
the  absurd,  and  one  can  well  imagine  that  the  public  would 
not  easily  submit  to  such  a  state  of  things.  But  on  the 
other  hand  the  latitude  allowed,  which  has  passed  to  the 
state  of  an  unwritten  law,  allows  opportunities  for  a  good 
deal  of  infringement.  A  case  of  the  kind  was  shown  up  by 
an  action  brought  at  Marmande  by  the  local  pharmacists' 
syndicate  against  the  owner  of  a  pharmacy  who  was  fully 
qualified,  and  thus  met  the  requirements  of  the  law,  but  who 
resided  at  Bordeaux  and  occupied  himself  with  another 
business,  leaving  an  unqualified  assistant  in  charge  of  the- 
pharmacy.  The  case  was  proved,  and  the  defendant  was 
fined  500f.  (20L),  but  judgment  was  suspended  for  five  years. 
The  syndicate  which  brought  the  action  claimed  damages, 
but  the  Judge  held  that  they  had  suffered  no  loss,  and 
mulcted  them  in  part  of  the  costs. 


M.  LEON  GUIGNARD, 
The  New  Director  of  the  Paris  School  op  Pharmacy. 
The  election  of  the  new  Director  of  the  Paris  School  of 
Pharmacy,  to  replace  the  late  M.  Planchon,  took  place  at  the 
School  on  Thursday,  May  10.  The  election  was  little  more 
than  a  formal  matter,  as  it  was  well  known  that  practically 
all  the  professors  of  the  School,  in  whose  hands  it  lay,  were 
in  favour  of  M.  Leon  Guignard  ;  in  fact,  on  that  account,  a 
fortnight  ago  he  was  the  object  of  a  friendly  manifestation 
on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the  Paris  Academy  of  Sciences, 
to  which  body  he  belongs.  The  new  Director's  connection 
with  the  School  dates  from  1887,  when,  on  M.  Chat in's  retire- 
ment from  the  management — w  Inch  the  late  M.  Planchon 
then  took  up — M.  Guignard  was  appointed  Professor  of 
General  Botany,  since  when  he  has  held  the  post  with  dis- 
tinction. M.  Guignard  is  47  years  of  age,  having  been  born 
at  Mont-sous-Vaudrey  in  1853.  His  apprenticeship  to  phar- 
macy was  passed  in  "Paris,  and  in  1876  he  became  house- 
pharmacist  in  a  hospital  there,  and  in  the  competition  for 
hospital-pharmacists  he  took  a  silver  medal  in  1876  alld.^ 
gold  one  in  1878.  In  the  latter  year  he  acted  as  clinical  aid 
at  the  Paris  Faculty  of  Medicine,  and  from  1879  to  1883  he 
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was  head  of  the  chemical  laboratory  at  the  same  Faculty  at 
the  Pitie  Hospital.  In  1882  he  finished  his  term  as  a  house- 
pharmacist  and  took  his  diplomas  as  Doctor  of  Natural 
Sciences  and  Pharmacicn  de  Premiere  Classe.  At  the  former 
examination  he  presented  a  thesis  on  his  researches  on 
"  Comparative  Vegetable  Embryology,"  and  at  the  School  of 
Pharmacy  a  paper  on  "  The  Embryo-sac  of  Angiosperms  and 
Phanerogams."  During  1882  and  1883  he  acted  as  preparator 
at  the  Anatomy  and  Physiology  Laboratory  for  Higher 
Studiesat  the  Paris  Museum  (Jardin  des  Plantes),  and  was  also 
assistant  naturalist  at  the  same  establishment.  He  was  then 
appointed  Professor  of  Botany  at  the  Lyons  Faculty  of 
Sciences  and  remained  there  four  years,  meanwhile  filling 
the  post  of  Manager  of  the  Municipal  Botanical  Gardens  at 
the  Tete  d'Or  Pare,  as  well  as  Professor  of  Applied  Botany  at 
the  Municipal  Classes.  Then  he  became  Professor  of  Botany 
at  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy.  M.  Guignard  had  the 
distinction  of  winning  the  Bordin  prize  of  the  French  Insti- 
tute in  1891  and  the  Buignet  prize  of  the  Paris  Academy  of 
!  Medicine  in  1894.  In  1897  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Paris  Academy  of  Medicine.  He  has  long  been  connected 
with  the  French  Society  of  Botany  and  the  Paris  Society  of 
Biology,  and  has  occupied  the  Vice-President's  chair  of  both 


M.  Leon  Guignard. 

these  Societies.  Personally,  M.  Guignard  is  a  man  short  of 
stature,  with  somewhat  aquiline  features — two  points  in 
common  with  many  famous  men.  He  and  Professor  Moissan 
are  the  only  two  professors  at  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy 
who  have  the  distinction  of  being  members  of  the  Paris 
Academy  of  Sciences  ;  but  while  M.  Moissan's  discoveries 
have  brought  his  name  before  the  public  by  means  of  the 
illustrated  magazines,  M.  Guignard's  attainments  are  princi- 
pally known  to  the  scientific  world.  His  great  speciality  is 
embryology,  and  with  the  exception  of  his  "  Student's  Guide 
to  the  Botanical  Garden  of  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy," 
ihis  published  works  mostly  bear  on  the  secretions,  reproduc- 
tion, cell-structure,  and  functions  of  plants,  and  have 
appeared  in  the  leading  French  scientific  periodicals.  In 
lio-operation  with  Dr.  Charrin  he  has  examined  the  mor- 
phologic variations  of  microbes,  the  action  of  pyocyanic 
bacilli  on  the  charbon  bacterium,  and  the  action  of 
;oxines  on  microbes.  The  "  Localisation  in  Plants  of  the 
Principles  which  Produce  Hydrocyanic  Acids  "  is  the  title  of 
mother  of  his  papers.  This  notice  of  M.  Guignard's  career 
fould  be  incomplete  without  a  reference  to  the  speech,  full 
)f  appreciation  and  feeling,  made  by  him  on  the  occasion  of 
VI.  Planchon's  funeral,  when,  as  professor  of  botany,  he 
ipoke  of  the  life's  work  of  his  predecessor,  which  had  been 
principally  devoted  to  botany. 


South  Hfncan  INcws. 

(From  our  Cape  Correspondent.) 


Mr.  Martindale  at  the  Cape. 
{By  Cable.) 

Cape  Town,  May  16,  8  p.m. 
The  local  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape 
Colony  entertained  Mr.  William  Martindale,  President  of 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Society,  to  dinner  last  night,  on 
the  eve  of  his  departure  home.  The  meeting  was  hearty, 
and  Mr.  Martindale's  health  (which  has  improved)  was 
enthusiastically  toasted.  Mr.  Martindale  left  by  the  Scot 
to-day. 

The  Natal  Customs  Kevenue  for  March,  1900,  is 
61.833Z.  17s.  IQd.,  as  compared  with  35,205?.  5s.  bd.  for  the 
corresponding  month  of  last  year. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  a  young  colonial  chemist,  who  should 
have  joined  Messrs.  Smart  &  Copley's  Bulawayo  staff  last 
October,  but  was  prevented  from  going  north  owing  to  the 
war,  left  Cape  Town  just  before  the  mail  cleared  for  Beira, 
en  route  for  Salisbury  and  Bulawayo — a  little  run  of  over 
2,000  miles. 

Hospital-ships. — When  the  Imperial  Government  is  in 
want  of  new  hospital-ships  it  looks  to  Natal.  The  authorities 
have  sent  up  three  ships  from  Table  Bay  quite  recently,  and 
Natal  can  fit  up  all  they  want  in  the  future.  This  is  the 
purport  of  what  a  local  paper  says.  I  presume  the  journal 
in  question  refers  to  the  Orient,  Simla,  and  Nubia,  which, 
I  understand,  answer  their  purpose  admirably. 

The  Faith-cure  Man  Again. — Henry  Tate,  an  American 
coloured  man,  was  brought  before  the  Hon.  Justice  Buchanan 
on  April  18,  charged  with  contravening  section  35  of  the 
Medical  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1891,  having  acted  as  a 
medical  practitioner  without  being  licensed.  There  were 
five  distinct  counts  in  the  indictment,  and  accused  pleaded 
not  guilty.  Ellen  Hamburg  gave  evidence  in  support  of  the 
first  count  in  the  indictment.  Accused  medically  treated 
her  for  a  sore  leg,  and  as  to  payment,  he  said  that  she 
had  to  join  a  society  and  pay  10s.,  and  afterwards  2s.  per 
week.  Caroline  Hamburg  corroborated.  Charles  Engel- 
brecht  gave  evidence  as  to  the  second  count  of  a  similar 
nature  to  that  already  gone  over.  He  said  he  was  a  member 
of  Tate's  society,  and  his  membership-card  was  put  in, 
whereupon  the  defendant  remarked,  "  It  was  a  benefit  society 
to  feed  the  poor  who  belonged  to  it,  and  to  visit  them  when 
they  were  sick."  Matilda  Johnson  deposed  that  some  time 
ago  her  sister  was  sick,  and  called  on  Tate.  He  said  she 
had  cold  in  her  blood,  and  gave  her  medicine  called  "The 
Woman's  Friend,"  signed  "  Dr.  H.  Tate."  The  witness's 
object  in  joining  the  society  was  to  get  medical  attendance. 
Another  witness  stated  that  Tate  had  attended  his  wife. 
On  one  of  the  bottles  supplied  was  "  Your  attending 
physician,  Dr.  H.  Tate."  Witness's  wife  died,  and  as  he 
could  not  get  a  death-certificate  he  had  to  go  to  the  Magis- 
trate. In  consequence  of  his  application  to  the  Magistrate 
proceedings  against  the  prisoner  were  taken.  On  the  rest 
of  the  counts  the  evidence  was  of  a  similar  character.  This 
closed  the  case  for  the  Crown,  for  which  Mr.  Ward  prose- 
cuted. No  witnesses  were  forthcoming  for  the  defence, 
but,  addressing  the  jury,  defendant  said  he  had  been 
advised  that  even  although  he  was  not  a  licensed  prac- 
titioner he  could  attend  members  of  the  society.  He  was 
sent  out  to  South  Africa  by  the  American  Baptist  Society,  and 
was  bound  down  to  remain  for  three  years.  He  had  served 
two  years  at  his  work.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  practise 
as  a  doctor,  but  simply  in  pursuance  of  his  philanthropic 
work  he  gave  medicine  to  members  of  the  society  when  sick. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  guilty,  prisoner  admitting  a 
previous  conviction.  Mr.  Justice  Buchanan  said  that  then 
prisoner  was  previously  told  he  was  doing  wrong,  but 
immediately  tried  to  evade  the  law  by  forming  himself  into 
a  society.  He  could  not  thus  evade  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
He  (prisoner)  had  wilfully  broken  the  law  which  he  said  he 
was  teaching  others  to  observe.  He  must  pay  a  fine  of  251., 
or  go  to  prison  for  three  months,  on  each  count. 
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Colonial  ano  foreign  IRews. 


Possessing  Ganja. — A  boutique-keeper  was  convicted  at 
the  Ceylon  Police  Court  recently  for  possessing  ganja 
cigarettes  without  a  licence,  and  was  fined  20r. 

Fire. — There  was  a  destructive  fire  in  Curityba,  Parana, 
Argentine  Republic,  on  the  night  of  April  18,  which 
destroyed,  among  other  buildings,  the  Pharmacia  Lisboa, 
which  was  not  insured. 

Blown  Up. — An  explosion  of  gas  which  occurred  recently 
in  the  cellar  of  the  dispensary  of  M.  Theodorides,  at  Galata 
Serai,  Constantinople,  destroyed  the  stock  of  drugs  and 
chemicals,  and  injured  the  proprietor. 

Brazilian  Items. — A  yellow-fever  epidemic  is  raging  in 
Sorocaba,  near  Sao  Paulo,  and  Dr.  Carlos  Vasconcellos, 
writing  to  the  Diario  Popular,  says  that  the  factories  are 
nearly  all  closed ;  the  hotels,  shops,  bakeries,  and  even 
pharmacies  are  shut  up,  only  two  pharmacies  being  open, 
which  fill  doctors'  prescriptions.  The  same  paper  also 
draws  attention  to  a  gross  falsification  of  Nestle's  Food 
which  is  being  sold  in  Sao  Paulo,  and  advises  that  great 
care  should  be  taken  to  buy  only  from  reputed  dealers  who 
import  the  genuine  article. 

Austrian  Items. — There  are  now  two  lady-doctors  in 
Vienna. — An  enqiitite,  consisting  of  the  members  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Committee  of  the  Upper  Sanitary  Council, 
delegates  of  the  Apotheker  Unions,  and  also  of  assist  an, 
apothekers,  has  been  formed  to  study  various  questions 
relating  to  pharmacy  reforms  in  Austria. — The  number  of 
medical  students  in  Austria  is  decreasing  rapidly.  Last  year 
there  were  not  in  all  the  Universities  together  as  many 
medical  students  as  Vienna  alone  used  to  have.  There 
are  at  present  in  Vienna  218 ;  in  Austria  (including 
Vienna)  377. 

Development  op  Chinese  Trade.— In  the  course  of  a 
report  on  the  foreign  trade  of  China  during  1899,  drawn  up 
by  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs,  and  published  in  full  in 
the  Board  of  Trade  Journal  (Id.)  of  April  26,  some  signifi- 
cant remarks  are  made  which  have  an  indirect  bearing  on 
the  future  prices  of  drugs  imported  from  China.  For  in- 
stance, it  is  stated  that  railways  are  now  opening  up  districts 
previously  cut  off  from  communication  with  ports,  and 
that  it  is  safe  to  predict  that  in  less  than  another  ten  years 
the  exports  of  China,  which  were  195,784  832  Hk.'taels 
(about  30,000,000/.),  will  have  been  doubled.  Prices  of  all 
exports  are  therefore  expected  to  decline  when  railways 
bring  the  goods  more  cheaply  to  the  ports  and  increase  the 
supply.  At  present  the  exports  are  checked  by  price  and 
inferior  quality — the  former  due  to  cost  of  carriage  and  heavy 
taxation,  the  latter  to  adulteration  or  faulty  methods  of  pre- 
paration for  foreign  markets.  Among  the  articles  affected  by 
defective  preparation  or  adulteration  are  wax,  tallow,  musk, 
rhubarb,  galls,  arsenic,  hemp,  tobacco,  and  essential  oils. 
Complaints  made  by  exporters  have  been  laid  before  the 
Government,  and  it  is  expected  that  steps  will  be  taken  to 
teach  the  peojDle  that  practices  which  may  bring  a  tem- 
porary profit  are  opposed  to  their  future  interests.  The  net 
value  of  the  import  trade  of  China  during  1899  was 
264,748,456  Hk.  taels  (about  40,000,000/.),"  being  an 
advance  of  55,169,122  Hk.  taels  (8,280,000/.)  over  the 
previous  year.  Opium  of  all  kinds  jumped  up  from  49,785 
to  59,100  piculs,  and  realised  most  remunerative  prices. 
Both  importers  and  native  dealers  made  large  profits.  The 
reason  for  this  remarkable  increase  in  a  trade  which  has 
been  steadily  dying  out  is  said  to  be  due  to  bad  crops  of  the 
native  drug,  though  information  on  the  point  is  obscure.  It 
is  also  said  that  the  adulteration  of  native  opium  has 
affected  it  adversely.  The  imports  of  morphine  were  on  a 
greatly  increased  scale,  rising  from  92,159  oz.  to  154,705  oz. 
The  Chinese  Government  has  been  warned  of  the  evils  which 
are  resulting  from  the  improper  use  of  this  drug,  and  steps 
are  now  being  taken  to  have  the  importation  restricted. 


The  United  States  Carbonate  Company  is  the  title  of  a 
new  chemical  company  located  in  Jersey  city,  -with  a  capital 
of  .#1,000,000. 


Hnstralaaian  Xctter. 


The  Interests  of  Chemists  are  well  looked  after  in 
several  of  the  colonies,  notably  in  Victoria  and  Tasmania. 
During  March  an  advertisement  appeared  in  a  Victorian 
daily  paper  stating  that  certain  articles  could  be  obtained 
from  Foy  &  Gibson,  and  all  chemists,  the  advertisement 
being  so  worded  that  it  might  be  imagined  Foy  &  Gibson 
were  chemists.  The  Pharmacy  Board  wrote  to  the  firm 
concerned,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  advertisement  is  to  be 
altered.  In  Tasmania  complaints  were  made  that  grocers 
were  selling  medicines  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  colony. 
A  printed  warning  has  been  sent  to  the  delinquents  warning 
them  that  if  the  breach  of  the  law  is  not  stopped  a  prosecu- 
tion will  follow. 

The  Early-closing  Act  is  still  attracting  much  attention 
among  chemists,  especially  in  New  South  Wales.  The 
Government  has  resolved  to  appeal  against  the  decision  of 
the  magistrate  that  a  shop  might  be  closed  to  the  public 
for  purposes  of  trade  and  still  have  its  door  open  and  all 
the  lights  burning,  and  the  goods  exposed  in  the  usual  way 
in  glass  cases  and  elsewhere.  In  South  Melbourne,  in  the 
colony  of  Victoria,  a  chemist  has  been  fined  for  keeping  his 
shop  open  after  9  o"clock,  and  for  selling  to  a  patient  who 
came  in  suffering  violently  with  neuralgia.  The  Early-closing 
[  Act  is  not  generally  in  force  as  regards  chemists  in  Victoria, 
but  the  chemists  of  South  Melbourne  petitioned  the  city 
council  for  a  regulation  compelling  shops  to  close  at 
9  o'clock.  The  provision  that  exists  in  New  South  Wales  is, 
that  drugs  or  surgical  appliances  may  be  supplied  on  request, 
alleging  urgency,  after  closing-time. 

Pharmacists  in  South  Australia  were  the  first  to 
arrange  for  the  training  of  pharmaceutical  students  at  the 
local  University.  The  scientific  subjects  taught  there  are 
now  to  be  supplemented  by  special  pharmacy-classes.  A  fee 
of  5  guineas  is  to  be  charged  for  the  whole  course,  and  the 
student  is  to  continue  the  work  until  he  has  satisfied  the 
directors  as  to  his  proficiency,  when  a  certificate  will  be 
issued.  It  is  not  yet  settled  whether  the  certificate  will  be 
accepted  by  the  Pharmacy  Board  as  equivalent  to  any  part 
of  the  examination.  The  directors  of  this  class  are  to  be  Mr. 
Whitbread,  who  has  been  an  examiner  for  some  time,  and 
Mr.  J.  H.  Young,  the  secretary  of  the  Society.  Mr.  Whit- 
bread,  in  some  remarks  at  a  social  gathering,  said  there  was 
to  be  a  liberal  provision  of  apparatus  so  that  students  could 
pack  percolators,  take  specific  gravities,  and  actually  per- 
form all  pharmaceutical  operations.  Mr.  Whitbread  claims 
that  when  the  scheme  is  in  working  order  pharmaceutical 
education  in  South  Australia  will  be  equal  or  better  than 
that  carried  on  elsewhere. 

The  Registered  Pharmacists'  Society  of  New  South 
Wales  came  into  existence  a  year  ago,  on  account  of  the  action 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  refusing  to  admit  to  mem- 
bership the  young  men  who  had  been  registered  without  exami- 
nation. Mr.  Bellemey,  the  prime  mover,  had  long  been  a 
member  of  the  Pharmacy  Board  and  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  Two  of  his  sons  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
clause  referred  to  ;  but  it  is  curious  that  the  leaders  in  this 
movement  were  most  of  them  registered  under  the  previous 
Act,  and  were  not,  therefore,  affected  by  the  regulations  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  Society  has  obtained  a 
considerable  amount  of  support,  the  income  from  subscrip- 
tions amounting  to  127/. ;  of  this  55/.  has  been  paid  for  the 
very  elaborate  diploma  which  is  given  to  the  members.  The 
total  income  was  220/.,  and  the  Society  carries  16/.  12s 
forward.  The  balance-sheet  does  not  show  whether  there 
are  any  outstanding  liabilities.  The  work  of  the  year  has 
consisted  of  an  inaugural  dinner  to  all  members  and  city 
and  suburban  pharmacists,  the  cost  of  which  was  borne  by 
the  Council ;  four  Cinderella  dances,  two  lectures  by  men  of 
science,  the  issue  of  the  diploma,  an  agitation  to  persuade 
the  Government  to  limit  the  privileges  enjoyed  by  the 
friendly  societies'  dispensaries,  and  opposition  to  the  Early- 
closing  Act.  For  the  coming  year  the  Society  has  planned 
a  benevolent  fund,  a  situation  register,  and  a  scheme  to 
regulate  the  prices  of  patent  medicines.  The  latter  effort  is 
I  to  be  directed  to  inducing  chemists  to  fix  a  minimum  charge. 
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Mar  motes. 


Volunteer  Compounders  on  Duty. 

WE  have  received  by  the  last  three  mails  quite  a  batch  of 
letters  from  civil-compounder  correspondents,  who  are 
mostly  now  with  Lord  Roberts's  forces  advancing  towards 
Pretoria.    The  following  are  extracts  : — 

Wettfontein  (20  miles  north  of  Bloemfontein), 
April  12,  1900. 

My  last  note  was  from  Bloemfontein  on  March  29.  The  following 
day  we  were  busy  transferring  our  sick  all  forenoon,  the  ambulance- 
waggons  taking  them  to  the  town.  We  transferred  altogether 
170,  including  one  of  our  compounders.  Then  we  started  on  the 
march,  and  at  5  p.m.  halted  for  forty  minutes,  during  which  tea  was 
made  and  served  out.  Continuing  the  march  till  10  P.M.  we 
bivouaoked  that  night  on  the  roadside,  having  covered  a  distance 
of  fifteen  miles.  The  following  morning  we  started  soon  after 
daylight,  and  reached  Glen  railway-station  that  day.  We  crossed 
the  Modder  by  a  very  steep  drift,  in  which  one  of  the  waggons 
stuck,  and  we  had  to  unload  and  convey  our  baggage  to  the  top  of 
the  drift.  At  midday  we  arrived  at  Karee  Siding,  where  the  great 
fight  took  place,  and  encamped  close  to  the  railway-line  on  the 
face  of  a  kopje.  The  following  morning  the  whole  of  our  brigade 
marched  eight  miles  in  a  south-easterly  direction,  keeping  close 
to  the  railway-line  and  then  skirting  off,  and  we  encamped  here 
at  Wettfontein.  The  operating-tent  was  then  pitched  and  the 
surgery  fitted  up.  All  forenoon  the  compounders  were  busy 
serving  out  medicines  for  the  regimental  medical  officers,  a  case 


Boer  Hospital  (now  British)  at  Modder  River. 
(From  a  Plwtograph  by  a  Volunteer  Compounder.) 

having  been  brought  up  from  Bloemfontein.  At  regular  intervals 
we  requisitioned  for  an  extra  supply  of  drugs  and  dressings  and 
other  necessaries.  That  afternoon  the  troops  entrenched  our 
position,  and  later  a  number  of  homesick  C.I.V.'s  turned  up  at  the 
hospital.  Nearly  every  one  of  them  I  met  was  heartily  sick  of  the 
whole  business  and  anxious  to  get  home  again.  The  following 
morning  a  Boer  spy  was  brought  blindfolded  into  camp  with  a 
bayonet-wound  in  his  forearm.  He  pretended  to  be  unable  to  give 
a  satisfactory  account  of  himself,  but  when  one  of  our  compounders 
asked  him  to  sit  down  and  hold  out  his  arm,  he  gave  the  show 
away  by  doing  what  he  was  told.  After  his  wound  was  dressed  he 
was  escorted  to  the  General  by  a  couple  of  guards,  and  at  dawn  he 
was  seen  by  the  outposts  trying  to  run  away,  but  was  caught  and 
brought  back.  In  the  afternoon  a  huge  swarm  of  locusts  passed 
over  the  camp,  simply  blotting  out  the  sky,  and  before  turning  in 
for  the  night  we  had  to  kill  a  snake  in  one  of  the  tents. 

The  hospitals  are  very  full,  and  we  are  now  utilising  the 
operating-tent  for  patients.  There  are  not  many  comforts  for  a 
patient  in  a  field-hospital ;  his  diet  consists  of  bovril,  milk  (pre- 
pared from  condensed  milk),  sago,  and  arrowroot.  In  the  morning 
the  doctors  go  their  rounds,  the  ward-master  accompanying  with 
a  prescription-book.  In  the  prescription-book  the  patient's  diet 
is  noted,  and  the  tent-orderly  brings  the  book  to  us,  and  we  give 
out  the  medicines  in  vulcanite  cups.  Quinine  is  the  most  used 
of  drugs:  some  days  as  much  as  700  gr.  is  dispensed.  Tr. 
cnlorof.  et  morph.  co.  makes  a  good  second.  There  have  been 
many  arguments  against  inoculating  for  enteric  fever,  but  in  this 
hospital  we  have  seven  cases,  only  two  of  which  have  been  inocu- 
lated and  they  are  the  only  two  that  have  quickly  taken  a  turn 
tor  the  better.    The  facts  certainly  point  in  favour  of  inoculation. 


In  a  recent  number  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  I  read  an 
article  on  Boer  physic.  In  that  article  a  reference  has  been  made 
to  Daggo.  When  our  brigade  was  on  the  march  to  Petrusburg  a 
halt  was  made  by  the  way,  whereupon  a  few  Kaffirs  at  once 
started  softening  the  ground  with  some  water ;  then  they  made  a 
small  hole  and  tunnelled  through  the  ground  with  a  stick.  A 
bowl  was  scooped  out  of  the  ground  connecting  it  with  the  tunnel. 
In  this  bowl  some  Daggo  leaves  were  placed  and  set  alight.  The 
Kaffirs  each  took  a  mouthful  of  water,  and  then  took  a  good  draw 
at  this  peculiar  pipe,  and  after  having  six  whiffs  they  gave  it.  up, 
all  seeming  quite  satisfied.  I  asked  them  why  they  gave  it  up,  and 
the  answer  was  that  it  stupefied  them.  To  all  appearances  it  had 
already  done  so.  The  health  of  the  other  two  compounders  and 
my  own  is  all  that  can  be  desired.  (76/9.) 

Another  of  the  Civil  compounders  (Mr.  Harold  S.  Young) 
soon  after  his  arrival  at  Bloemfontein  was  detailed  for  duty 
at  the  Raadzaal, 
the  O.F.S.  House 
of  Parliament, 
and  he  wrote  to  a 
friend  in  Liver- 
pool from  there 
on  April  6.  In  the 
course  of  his  letter 
he  says : — 

The  tents  are 
pitched  all  about 
the  garden  sur- 
rounding the  house. 
It  is  a  beautiful 
garden,  with  white 
roses  in  full  bloom, 
and  many  other 
plants  whose  names 
I  do  not  know.  The 
whole  affair  looks 
like  a  gipsy  en- 
campment on  a 
gentleman's  lawn. 
Since  March  30  we 
have  received  a  lot 
of  officers  and  men 
straight  from  the 
front.  Last  Sunday 
I  was  sent  to  the 
Presidency  (Steyn's 
late  residence), 
where  Lord  Roberts 
and  a  lot  of  his 
Staff  are  staying,  to 
act  as  temporary 
compounder  to  the  Staff.  How  does  "  Chemist  to  Lord  Roberts 
when  at  Bloemfontein "  sound  ?  I  have  seen  Bobs  quite  a 
number  of  times,  and  he  is  the  "  grand  old  man  "  of  the  Army. 
I  have  got  some  fine  loot  from  here  as  curios  and  mementos — 
some  ink-bottles  and  pen-wipers,  and  a  beautiful  pair  of  buck 
horns,  once  the  property  of  President  Steyn,  and  also  an  empty 
Boer  cartridge  picked  up  from  the  Boer  trenches  at  Paardeberg. 

Our  next  epistle  is  dated  "Near  Karee  Siding,  O.F.S. 
April  2,  1900,"  and  "  F.  S."  is  the  writer  of  it.    He  says  :  — 

I  wrote  you  last  from  Paardeberg,  where  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
capturing  Mr.  Cronje.  We  stayed  sixteen  days  at  Paardeberg, 
and  were  heartily  glad  to  leave  it  m  spite  of  the  pretty  surround- 
ings, as  we  were  on  half  rations  the  whole  time,  with  bad  water, 
no  news,  and  no  tobacco.  Added  to  this,  sickness  appeared  for  the 
first  time  in  our  own  little  company.  We  have  only  the  clothes 
we  stand  upright  in,  and  on  successive  nights  we  were  drenched  to 
the  skin  and  hungry  as  well.  At  last  we  shifted  from  Paardeberg 
and  went  on  to  Bloemfontein.  On  the  road  at  Poplar  Grove  we 
captured  quantities  of  flour,  and  for  some  time  we  had  plenty  to 
eat  again.  As  we  were  told  that  we  might  be  at  Bloemfontein  for 
months  we  bought  a  set  of  cricket-tools  and  challenged  every- 
body ;  but,  alas  !  we  only  "played  one  match  with  a  company  of 
Norfolks,  and  lost  it. 

After  a  few  weeks  stay  our  brigade  started  again  for  Glen. 
Several  of  our  men  were  left  in  hospital  at  Bloemfontein  ;  in  fact, 
there  are  now  only  thirty-six  of  us  left  from  the  original  fifty-four, 
the  remainder  being  down  with  enteric  fever.  Glen  is  a  beautiful 
place,  and  a  Scotchman  of  the  company  says  it  is  the  "  dead  spit 
of  Dumfries.  We  were  off  next  morning,  and  before  the  day 
passed  were  in  line  of  battle  doing  our  work  in  grim  earnest  again. 
After  we  had  marched  two  miles  we  heard  a  regular  fusillade  com- 
mence, and  shortly  afterwards  when,  we  reached  a  farm,  we  started 
to  make  a  dressing- station.  A  fire  was  laid,  surgical  equipment 
got  ready,  the  stretchers  brought  forward,  and  then  the  bullets 
began  whistling  round  in  a  beastly  unpleasant  manner.  I  was 
helping  the  Major  when  a  bullet  plunged  into  the  ground  at  our 


Mk.  H.  S.  Young. 
(in  the  R.A.M.C.  khaki  uniform). 
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feet ;  then  one  went  through  the  Major's  coat-sleeve.  The  squad 
moved  off  with  their  stretchers  just  as  two  wounded  men  hobbled 
up,  but  it  only  got  twenty  yards  when  the  foremost  bearer  was 
knocked  over.  We  moved  back  after  this  500  yards,  and  started 
our  work.  Before  12  o'clock  that  evening  fifty-four  wounded  were 
brought  in.  We  were  at  work  till  2  a.m.  with  only  one  surgeon 
and  the  compounders.  We  had  two  biscuits  and  some  tea  at 
5  o'clock  the  previous  morning,  and  that  was  all.  Our  blankets 
we  gave  up  to  the  wounded. 

Some  ghastly  wounds  are  caused  by  Dnm-Dums  and  shells,  and  I 
ought  to  send  a  few  Dum-Dums  extracted  from  wounded  soldiers 
for  Mr.  Stead's  benefit.  By  the  next  morning  five  of  the  wounded 
were  dead.  In  one  instance  one  bullet  went  through  three  men, 
wounding  all  severely.  Captain  Marter  was  operated  on  by  Mr. 
Watson  Cheyne,  the  celebrated  London  surgeon ;  the  operation 
took  four  hours  under  the  broiling  sun  and  in  a  stuffy  tent.  You 
may  imagine  how  busy  we  are.  We  are  left  alone  now  by  our 
brigade,  as,  of  course,  our  wounded  cannot  be  shifted.  Most  of 
them  are  doing  well.    They  are  brave  boys  and  do  not  grumble. 

Again  we  get  back  to  Bloemfontein,  and  an  earlier  date — 
viz.,  March  31 — this  compounder  giving  further  pharma- 
ceutical and  topographical  particulars  : — 

On  Thursday,  March  22,  we  received  orders  to  move,  and 
leaving  camp  at  10  a.m.  marched  towards  Bloemfontein  through 
long  grass,  to  all  appearance  very  rich  pasture-land.  On  the  way 
we  came  across  a  bayonet  fixed  into  the  ground  with  a  black 
ribbon  attached.  One  of  the  Norfolks  had  died  on  the  march,  and 
that  pathetic  monument  tells  where  he  lies.  Bloemfontein  sud- 
denly appeared  in  sight,  lying  between  two  ranges  of  hills,  beauti- 
fully situated,  and  everywhere  interspersed  with  poplar-trees ; 
the  sun  shining  on  the  roofs  made  the  town  glisten  like 
diamonds.  It  was  a  striking  sight.  We  encamped  on  the  south 
side  of  the  town  in  front  of  the  Highland  Brigade. 

The  following  morning,  as  the  sky  was  looking  rather  overcast, 
the  other  compounders  and  I  decided  to  dig  a  trench  round  the 
surgery-tent,  using  the  pick  and  shovel  as  only  amateurs  can.  It 
was  no  sooner  completed  than  the  rain  came  down  in  torrents, 
pouring  all  the  afternoon  and  night  with  the  exception  of  a  couple 
of  hours  at  dusk.  The  interior  of  the  tent  was  flooded,  but  this 
did  not  trouble  us  in  the  least,  as  we  used  the  operating-table  and 
medicine-panniers  for  beds. 

On  Monday,  March  26,  a  full  ration  of  bread  was  issued  to  the 
troops  for  the  first  time  since  we  left  Enslin  on  February  11.  In 
the  afternoon  I  received  a  pass  to  go  into  the  town  for  four  hours. 
The  first  building  of  any  note  is  the  Residency,  a  substantial 
building  with  a  corner  tower  ;  a  verandah  and  a  beautiful  garden 
surround  it.  Indian  servants  were  flitting  about,  and  a  sentry 
stood  at  the  gate.  Lord  Roberts  during  his  stay  makes  this  his 
place  of  abode.  There  are  many  fine  shops,  and  I  was  at  once 
struck  by  the  empty  windows  and  showcases,  everything  having 
been  bought  up.  Most  of  the  shops  are  owned  by  Jews.  A  large 
German  ambulance  passed  through  the  town  on  its  way  to 
Kroonstad  from  Jacobsdal  while  I  was  there.  The  other  buildings 
of  note  are  the  Grey  College,  Town  Hall,  and  Mutual  Assurance 
of  South  Africa,  the  first-named  being  utilised  as  a  base-hospital. 
In  the  base-hospital  a  number  of  civil  compounders  are  on  duty. 
I  have  seen  some  of  them,  and  all  are  in  good  spirits,  though  not 
all  in  the  best  of  health,  dysentery  troubling  a  few.  On  returning 
to  camp  our  brigade  received  orders  to  move  the  following  morning 
to  a  spot  on  the  Modder  about  fourteen  miles  away.  The  hospital 
remained  behind  for  a  few  days. 

There  are  about  125  patients  in  hospital,  including  one  of  our 
compounders.  The  prevailing  troubles  are  a  kind  of  dysentery 
(brought  on,  some  think,  by  bad  water)  and  camp-fever,  the 
temperature  rising  in  the  evening  and  falling  in  the  morning. 
The  fever  is  accompanied  by  headache  and  pains  in  the  back. 
Many  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  brought  on  by  exposure  to  the  sun. 
Prickly  heat  is  also  a  very  common  complaint.  Our  stock  of 
drugs  is  running  rather  low,  there  being  a  great  run  on  certain 
things  (tr.  chlorof.  et  morph.  co.,  mist,  diarrhoea',  ol.  ricini,  &c.). 
Our  surgery  for  the  time  being  is  out  in  the  open  air,  the  operating- 
tent  being  utilised  for  severe  cases.  It  is  a  little  trying  exposed 
to  the  heat  of  the  sun's  rays  all  day.  In  the  early  morning  a  very 
heavy  dew  falls,  soaking  our  blankets.  In  the  afternoons  a 
number  of  Kaffirs  come  up  selling  cakes  to  the  troops,  which 
meet  with  a  very  ready  sale.  The  heat  is  terrific ;  my  arms  on 
being  exposed  about  an  hour  are  quite  burnt.  A  couple  of 
numbers  of  the  C.  &  D.  have  just  arrived,  for  which  I  am  very 
thankful. 

The  following  interesting  particulars  are  from  a  late 
assistant  under  Mr.  Broad,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Day's 
Metropolitan  Drug  Company,  Reading,  and  deal  with  the 
capture  of  the  force  of  which  Colonel  Villebois-Mareuil  was 
commandant  by  the  Imperial  Yeomanry  : —  .  -.^wn  -j 

—  -a  «ti»5         i  ..,fvj    Boshof  Camp,  Orange  Free  State,  April  5. 

We  cleared  out  at  4  a.m.,  wet  as  we  were,  and  marched  to 
Barkly.  West,  where  we  halted  about  11  in  the  morning.  Un- 


fortunately one  of  our  men  got  drowned  in  the  Vaal  River.  He 
had  evidently,  as  far  as  we  can  learn,  gone  to  water  his  horse  and 
slipped  in,  as  his  horse  swam  the  river.  He  was  a  good  swimmer 
but  would  have  no  chance  with  a  hundred  rounds  of  ammunition 
in  his  bandolier  and  his  other  equipment  on.  We  got  some 
splendid  drinking-water  here,  which  was  a  treat  after  muddy 
liver- water ;  unfortunately  I  left  my  pocket-filter  behind  in  my 
hurry.  We  marched  another  twenty  miles  the  other  side  of 
Barkly,  but  could  not  come  up  with  the  rebels.  They  had 
"  scooted,"  as  they  say  here,  so  we  had  orders  to  return  to 
Kimberley  at  once.  We  halted  on  the  Hart  River  for  the  night, 
and  had  a  jolly  good  bathe.  I  was  just  enjoying  myself  in  the 
river  when  a  tropical  thunderstorm  came  on,  so  I  stayed  in  the 
river  until  it  was  over.  When  I  came  out  my  towel,  clothes,  &c, 
were  saturated,  and  I  walked  back  to  our  bivouac  in  the  same  cut 
of  clothes  as  Adam,  and  found  the  place  in  a  swamp. 

April  6. — Had  to  leave  this  letter  in  a  hurry.  Our  horses  were 
grazing  on  the  veldt,  when  we  got  orders  to  catch  them  and  saddle 
up  at  once,  which  we  did.  I  soon  caught  mine,  galloped  back  into 
camp,  saddled  up,  left  my  cloak  behind,  as  there  was  no  time  to 
roll  it.  We  crossed  the  veldt  for  about  eight  miles,  and  came  up 
with  the  enemy  entrenched  in  a  semicircle  of  kopjes,  and  after 
three  hours'  sharp  fighting  we  completely  hemmed  them  in. 
They  then  showed  the  white  flag,  but  we  gave  the  beggars  a  little 
more  before  we  finally  noticed  it.  We  captured  fifty-five  prisoners, 
besides  loot.  Among  the  prisoners  were  thirty  Frenchmen.  If  I 
had  only  known  I  think  I  should  have  kept  on  plugging  them. 
The  beggars  fought  on  their  usual  system  behind  rocks,  and  used 
soft-nosed  bullets — viz.,  the  ends  filed  off  and  nicked  down  the 
side  so  that  they  would  expand  and  make  a  beastly  wound.  The 
Berks  escaped  all  right ;  I  do  not  think  that  there  were  any 
wounded.  The  Bucks  had  several  wounded  and  killed,  among 
them  being  Sergeant  Patrick  Campbell,  shot  through  the  head  ; 
and  two  officers  of  the  Oxfords  were  killed.  I  have  not  heard 
the  full  list  yet.  I  was  fired  on  while  on  vedette,  and  one  bullet 
grazed  my  horse's  ear.  I  had  another  whirr  past  my  head,  so  I 
thought  discretion  the  better  part  of  valour,  and  galloped  in  to 
the  main  column.  Lord  Methuen  was  with  us,  and  made  a  speech 
this  morning,  praising  the  way  we  set  to  work.  We  expect  now 
to  join  Lord  Roberts,  and  may  see  some  heavy  fighting.  I  had  an 
attack  of  dysentery  when  we  got  back  from  our  Barkly  West 
inarch,  and  my  chlorodyne  palatinoids  were  all  one  mass  of 
gelatin ;  the  heat  was  too  great  for  them,  so  I  had  to  go  under 
the  doctor.  I  was  very  bad  for  two  days,  but  am  as  fit  as  a  fiddle 
again. 

Death  op  an  R.A.M.C.  Compounder.— Another  death 
in  the  ranks  of  those  young  chemists  who  volunteered  for 
active  service  in  the  autumn  is 
reported  from  Naauwpoort  hos- 
pital. Mr.  Reginald  Harry 
Moore  died  of  enteric  fever  on 
April  21.  He  had  been  attend- 
ing enteric-fever  patients  for 
some  time,  and  the  strain  of 
overwork  and  long  hours  resulted 
in  his  falling  a  victim  to  the 
disease  (see  also  C.  <f'  D..  May  5). 

The  Late  Civil  -  Com" 
pounder  Armstrong. — A  com- 
rade of  Mr.  Douglas  Armstrong', 
in  the  field-hospital  attached  to 
the  14th  Brigade  of  the  forces 
under  Lord  Roberts,  writes  us 
expressing  the  sincere  regrets  of 
his  fellow  compounders  at  Mr. 
Armstrong's  untimely  death  of 

enteric  fever.  The  letter  is  dated  April  18,  from  Glen, 
O.F.S.,  and  the  following  is  an  extract  from  it : — 

He  first  complained  of  feeling  unwell  on  Monday,  March  26' 
On  the  departure  of  our  hospital  for  Karee  Siding  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Raadzaal  (Parliament  House),  which  was  utilised  as 
a  hospital,  and  there  his  death  occurred.  On  the  arrival  of  the 
news  of  his  death  a  gloom  was  cast  over  the  whole  camp,  as  he 
was  a  fellow  who  was  popular  with  everybody.  He  was  of  a 
thoughtful  disposition,  having  his  business  well  at  his  finger-ends. 
Sincere  sympathy  is  felt  by  us  all  for  his  bereaved  relations.  The 
other  compounders  and  I  hardly  realise  that  he  is  separated  from 
us  for  ever,  and  we  miss  his  pleasant  company  and  his  valuable 
assistance. 

The  Bloemfontein  "  Friend." — We  have  received  two 
copies  of  the  Friend  from  a  Civil  compounder  with  Lord 
Roberts's  forces  in  the  Orange  Free  State.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  the  various  war-correspondents  were  asked  to 
take  over  the  editorship  of  this  journal  immediately  after  the 
entry  of  the  British  forces  into  Bloemfontein.    The  result 
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(on  March  24)  is  a  large  four-page  daily  newspaper,  pub- 
lished at  3d.— to  non-coms,  and  men  Id.  Proclamations  and 
official  matter  mostly  fill  the  front  page,  which  bears  the 
Eoyal  arms,  but  there  are  also  some  well-displayed  adver- 
tisements, and  amongst  these  is  one  of  Messrs.  Lennon 
(Limited),  who  are  offering  their  toilet-specialities,  La 
Roche's  cremoline-cream,  soap,  face-powder,  cosmetiques 
and  pearl-cream,  Macassar  oil,  camphor-cream,  and  so  on. 
The  price  of  soap  has  evidently  not  been  much  affected  in 
the  land  of  the  Boers,  as  we  notice  this  firm  offer  a  line  of 
high-class  and  cheap  toilet-soap  at  from  1*.  per  box.  The 
news-portion  of  the  -journal  is  well  set-up  and  readable. 
There  is  a  cable  from  the  London  Stock-market,  an  apprecia- 
tion of  the  late  G.  W.  Steevens,  war-correspondent,  several 
sets  of  verse,  excellent  and  indifferent,  chiefly  on  naval  and 
military  subjects,  and  inland  telegraphic  news,  giving 
market-prices,  movements  of  troops,  and  casualties.  The 
whole  of  the  back  page  is  devoted  to  advertisements,  amongst 
which  are  "Nestle's  Viking  milk,"  "  Benger's  food,"  "  Nestle's 
food,"  "Rose's  lime-juice  cordial,"  "  Tropon  "  (C.  W.  Cham- 


twelve  hours  off  duty  in  each  thirty-six,  nearly  every  one 
having  been  "  detained  in  bed "  in  hospital  at  one  time  or 
other,  the  result  of  overwork.  They  are  commanded  by  a 
J  most  capable  and  energetic  officer,  Major  Gerrard.  From 
left  to  right  on  the  front  row  are : — Sergeant  Davenport, 
Sergeant  Lyons,  Major  Gerrard,  Staff-Sergeant  Watkins, 
Mr.  J.  H.  Dinwoodie  (chemist,  Johannesburg,  who  is  a 
volunteer),  and  Corporal  Leslie. 

Several  Uitlanders  arriving  in  Natal,  who  left 
Johannesburg  as  late  as  April  17,  bring  rather  dismal  news. 
The  Boer  families  from  the  country  districts  of  the  Trans- 
vaal and  Orange  Free  State  have  been  occupying  ail  the  best 

!  houses  in  the  suburbs  of  Johannesburg.  When  one  villa  lias 
become  too  dirty,  or  in  some  other  way  they  have  tired  of  it, 
they  simply  move  into  a  new  house  next  door,  or  near,  taking 
that  portion  of  the  household  goods  which  they  fancy  most 

j  from  No.  1  into  No.  2,  and  so  on. 

Many  Chemists'  Stores  in  Johannesburg  were  entirely 
cleaned  out  during  March.    The  burghers  have  a  force  of 


pion,  iBloemfontein,  agent),  and  "  Epps's  cocoa."  In  the 
Friend  of  March  23  is  printed  the  whole  of  Mr.  Rudyard 
Kipling's  poem  "  0  Terence,  dear,"  of  which  we  believe  only 
one  verse  was  cabled  to  this  country.  In  another  issue  the 
following  statement  occurs  : — 

;  Toilet-soaps  and  English  laundry-soap  disappeared  long  ago. 
[You  cannot  buy  a  razor  or  a  shaving-brush,  or  a  tooth-brush.  More 
than  one  druggist  lacks  material  for  putting  up  prescriptions — 
glycerin,  cascara,  bromide  of  potassium,  boracic  acid,  carbolic 
disinfectants,  ginger,  zinc  oxide,  blue  ointment,  acetate  of  lead,  and 
iodoform.  Absence  of  some  of  these  from  the  prescription- shelves 
flight  result  seriously.  Eno's  Salt  and  chlorodyne  cannot  be 
bought  in  town.  Beecham's  Pills  were  "all  out"  four  months 
[ago. 

Notes  prom  our  Johannesburg  Correspondent. 

Pietermaritzburg,  April  21. — I  send  you  a  photo  of  an 
ifficient  detachment  of  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps,  who 
lave  had  very  hard  work  during  the  campaign  in  Natal, 
jassing  a  huge  number  of  wounded  through  their  hands, 
since  October  last  these  men  have  had  to  be  content  with 


carpenters,  and  take  down  the  iron  barricades  as  easily  as 
if  they  were  shutters.  A  German  firm  is  directing  the  dis- 
posal of  the  goods.  I  think  our  day  of  reckoning  is  now 
approaching  fast. 


More  Compounders  for  the  Front. — Orders  have  been 
issued  at  Sheerness,  dated  May  15,  directing  that  thirty 
additional  dispensers  be  despatched  to  South  Africa  for  service 
with  the  R.A.M.C.  This  further  despatch  of  such  a  large 
number  of  dispensers  is,  no  doubt,  owing  to  the  extraordinary 
strain  put  upon  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  by  the 
prevalence  of  enteric  and  typhoid  fevers  amongst  those 
engaged  in  the  field  operations. 

The  following  Civil  compounders  who  arc  now  at  Alder- 
shot  Camp  will  shortly  sail  for  South  Africa :— Messrs.  L. 
Jennett,  W.  M.  Scott,  W.  Nesbitt,  R.  Eccles,  L.  W.  Longmore, 
E.  Barnes,  all  of  Belfast;  J.  I.  Thirde,  Dundee;  C.  H. 
Evans,  Cardiff;  W.  Pegg,  Burton-on-Trent ;  W.  Cooper, 
London  ;  R.  J.  Rogers,  Penzance  ;  G.  E.  Hall,  Ballymena  ;  and 
D.  C.  Evans,  Maidstone. 
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Two  Blackpool  Assistants  are  going  to  the  front  as 
compounders — viz.,  Mr.  Wilfrid  Ashworth  (with  Mr.  Sankey) 
and  Mr.  R.  G.  France  (with  Messrs.  Hallmark  &  Gill). 
Both  have  received  presents  from  their  fellow-employes. — 
Mr.  A.  P.  Wainwright,  manager  of  Messrs.  Taylor's  Drug- 
stores at  Wakefield,  has  also  volunteered  for  active  service 
with  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 

Compounder's  Experiences  at  Aldersrot. — We  have 
had  a  call  during  the  present  week  from  a  qualified  assistant 
who  has  volunteered  for  compounder's  service  in  South 
Africa.  He  joined  the  E.A.M.C.  two  months  ago,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  camped  at  Aldershot  for  training,  await- 
ing despatch  to  South  Africa.  He  is  one  of  many  dis- 
appointed ones  who,  when  they  joined  for  active  service, 
expected  to  be  employed  as  compounders  and  dispensers  of 
medicine,  and  he  complains,  and  we  think  with  reason,  that 
having  joined  in  the  capacity  of  compounders,  it  is  rather 
rough  to  be  immediately  relegated  to  the  rank  of  a  private 
soldier,  and  made  to  do  the  rough  camp  work  which  falls  to 
the  lot  of  Tommy  Atkins.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  our  caller 
has  been  studying  for  the  medical  profession  during  the  past 
two  years,  and,  apart  from  patriotism,  he  had  an  idea  of 
gaining  experience  in  surgery  and  dispensing  for  the  Army 
when  Volunteer  compounders  were  asked  for.  It  is  only  one 
more  instance  of  the  manner  in  which  Civil  compounders 
have  been  treated  by  the  RA.M.C.  during  the  present 
campaign. 


a  War-winfcow. 


THE  subjoined  photograph  represents  an  up-to-date  model 
to  suit  the  public  taste  for  khaki  and  Tommy  Atkins, 
designed  for  a  window-display.  The  specification  may  be 
put  down  as  Spion  (or  any  other)  Kopje,  the  flowing  veldt, 
tunnel,  water  and  bridge,  cart  and  oxen,  an  armoured  train 
Lonsr  Tom,  and  Gentlemen  in  Khaki.    The  base  of  the  mode 


measures  2§  by  5|  feet,  the  track  (on  a  platform  raised 
about  2  inches)  is  rather  less,  consequently,  on  account  of 
the  sharp  curves,  the  wheels  of  cars  must  be  of  broad 
tread  and  properly  coned.  The  kopje  is  formed  roughly, 
but  securely,  of  paper,  cardboard,  and  so  on,  to  stand  the 
weight  of  plaster  of  Paris,  sawdust,  or  cedar-dust  by  pre- 
ference, with  which  it  is  covered.  Plaster  of  Paris,  water, 
and  cedar-dust  were  used  for  the  most  part,  vegetation 
being  represented  by  a  mixture  of  cedar-dust  and  liquid 
glue  laid  on  hot.  This  latter  compound,  being  rather 
"  nippy "  (as  they  say  in  Notts),  must  be  liberally  dosed 
with  eucalyptus,  or  other  odoriferous  antiseptic.  Details  of 
mechanical  models  may  be  out  of  place  in  the  C.  S{  D., 
therefore  I  do  not  attempt  to  fully  describe  the  motor-car 
"  Bobs."  Enough  to  say  that  it  is  home-made,  rather  heavy 
and  cumbersome,  but  efficient.  Model  electric  cars  are  to 
be  bought,  complete  with  track,  for  as  little  as  20,?.,  and 
it  would  be  hardly  possible  to  make  one  for  less.  That  they 
can  be  worked  up  into  attractive  models  is  obvious.  The 
point  is,  I  think,  to  keep  the  track  of  narrow  gauge — say, 
2  inches — and  the  cars  small  in  proportion,  thus  leaving 
plenty  of  room  for  "  stage-properties  "  and  side-shows. 

J.  Pike. 


pbotoorapbic  Iftotes, 

By  a  Pharmaceutical  Camerist. 


Adhesive  Paste. 

Mr.  C.  M.  Higgins,  New  York,  has  obtained  three  American 
patents  for  adhesive  mountants.  The  process,  according  to 
the  specification,  consists  in  impregnating  a  mixture  of  5  lbs. 
of  corn-starch  and  8  lbs.  of  water  with  "  a  digesting-agent," 
and  digesting  until  the  starch  is  converted  into  white  dex- 
trine, when  the  action  of  the  digestive  agent  is  arrested,  and 
on  cooling  a  soft,  unctuous,  or  pulpy  paste  results.  In  an 
alternative  process  acidulated  water  is  used  to  mix  with  the 
starch  before  digestion,  the  acid  being  subsequently  neutral- 
ised.   The  digestion  is  conducted  at  about  145°  to"  155°  F. 

Sizes  of  Plates. 

The  following  comparisons  of  the  standard  sizes  of  English 
and  continental  dry-plates  are  useful  to  photographic  chemists 
for  reference. 

Approximate  size  in  inches 


Continental  sizes 
9  x  12  cm. 
15  „ 
18  „ 
24  „ 
27  „ 
30  „ 
40  „ 


12 
13 
18 
21 
24 
30 


3uT  x 

1\h  x 
5?;  x 
7^  x 
8-5-  x  10ii 
9A    x  11| 
llf   x  15! 


41 
7A 


3i 

X 

3i 

41 

X 

3? 

5 

X 

4 

64 

X 

3i 

6s 

X 

H 

7 

X 

5 

8h 

X 

10" 

X 

8" 

12 

10 

15 

12 

English  sizes 

inches  (lantern) 

,,  (quarter-plate) 

,,  (stereoscopic) .. 
„     (half-plate)  .. 

„      (whole-plate)  .. 


Expressed  in  centimetres 


8-2  x  8-2 

10  8  x  8-2 

12-7  x  10-1 

17-2  x  8-2 

16-  5  x  12-0 

17-  7  x  12-7 
21-5  x  16-5 
25-4  x  20-3 
30-5  x  25-4 
38-0  x  30-5 


Ferrous-oxalate  Developer. 

Ferrous-oxalate  developer  has  apparently  fallen  into  disuse 
in  this  country  on  account  of  its  bad  keeping-properties.  It 
is  still,  I  believe,  the  favourite  developer  in  Germany, 
occupying  a  similar  position  to  what  pyrogallol  developer 
does  here.  With  a  view  of  improving  the  keeping-properties 
of  ferrous  oxalate,  Dr.  G.  Hauberisser  {Phot.  Rundschau) 
conducted  a  series  of  experiments,  and  found  that  an 
addition  of  Rochelle  salt  answers  perfectly  as  a  preserva- 
tive. The  formula  he  evolved  looks  rather  formidable,  but 
it  will  be  observed  the  first  three  solutions  are  only  parts  of 
a  one-solution  developer  :  — 

A. 


Neutral  potassium  oxalate .. 
Distilled  water 


Ferrous  sulphate 
Distilled  water 
Sulphuric  acid 


Rochelle  salt ... 
Distilled  water 


Potassium  bromide  . 
Distilled  water 


500  grammes 
1,500  c.c. 


200  grammes 
600  c.c. 
1  c.c. 


20  grammes 
100  c.c. 


10  grammes 
100  c.c. 


For  use  5  parts  of  B  are  mixed  with  1  to  1J  part  of  C, 
the  mixture  boiled,  and  poured  hot  into  17J  parts  of  A.  To 
each  100  c.c.  of  this  developer  from  0  3  to  0  6  c.c.  (say  5  to 
10  drops)  of  D  is  added  as  required.  Mixed  in  this  way 
the  developer  remains  clear,  and  keeps  its  reducing-power 
for  a  long  time  if  the  bottle  is  kept  well  stoppered. 

Dark-room. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Ironside,  Market  Place,  Inverurie,  has  fitted  up  a 
dark-room  for  the  use  of  customers. 
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IRortb  Hfnean  lEypcriencea. 

By  G.  Claeidge  Deuce,  M.A.,  F.L.S.* 


G.(TJ)rueg' 

The  Author 


PHARMACISTS  are  probably  the 
least  migratory  of  individuals, 
and  can  this  be  wondered  at  when 
one  remembers  the  long  ages  of  de- 
votion to  duty  which  have  been  given 
by  them,  and  the  res  angustcc  domi 
with  which  they  have  been  pro- 
verbially in  all  ages  so  closely  con- 
nected ?  But  even  the  pharma- 
ceutical worm  sometimes  turns.  I 
remember  such  an  unlooked-for 
insurrection,  when  a  pharmacist 
boasted  that  during  fifty  years  he 
only  had  a  single  holiday — a  day's 
excursion  from  a  Midland  town  to 
Brighton.  He  spent  the  time  in  the  General  Cemetery,  where 
he  found  the  literary  material  not  much  more  connected  than 
the  old  lady  found  the  dictionary.  The  same  individual,  after 
he  had  attained  the  ripe  age  of  75  years,  began  a  career  of 
giddy  dissipation  by  sailing  across  the  Atlantic — a  voyage 
which  was  but  the  prelude  to  others — and  when  nearly  an 
octogenarian  settled  down  once  more  by  taking  unto  himself 
a  younger,  if  not  a  better,  half  ;  and  although  this  is  a  dozen 
years  ago,  he  still  lives  in  connubial  bliss.  With  this  in- 
stance of  the  revolt  of  the  pharmacist  in  my  mind, 
I  induced  an  old  and  esteemed  friend,  who  had  never 
during  his  half-century's  connection  with  pharmacy  left  the 
shores  of  his  native  land,  to  promise  me  to  visit  some  spot 
over  which  the  Union  Jack  does  not  at  present  float. 
Foreign  travel :  what  a  vista  of  places  passes  before  one  at 
the  thought  of  it !  Warm  Mentone  and  sunny  Cannes,  with 
their  bays  as  the  peacock's  neck  in  hue  ;  brilliant  Monaco, 
where  only  man  (and  occasionally  woman)  is  vile  ;  walks 
through  the  lovely  gardens  of  La  Mortola  or  drives  along 
the  Corniche  road  at  San  Remo  ;  the  strolls  through  the 
quiet  streets  of  Pisa  ;  or  once  again  to  stand  on  Janiculum 
in  the  evening  hour  to  watch  the  sun  lighting  up  the  glories 
of  the  Eternal  City  and  illuminating  the  Alban  mountains. 
Such  scenes  as  these  one  conjures  up,  and  they  are  only 
limited  by  experience — and  the  imagination. 

Our  thoughts  were  set  especially  upon  visiting  that  con- 
tinent which  more  than  any  other  has  been  in  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  so  many  in  this  great  Empire  during  the  past  nine 
months.  Being  peaceful  in  intent,  we  two  pharmacists  had  in 
view  a  peaceful  conquest  of  that  northern  part  which  is  now 
under  the  government  of  France,  and  the  primary  object  was 
to  make  sure  that  the  sun  still  existed  in  the  heavens,  and, 
if  so,  whether  we  could  not  bask  in  its  beams.  We,  there- 
fore, travelled  by  the  Rapid  e 

Theough  Paeis  to  Maeseilles, 
and,  despite  a  trifling  misunderstanding  with  the  elements 
on  the  English  Channel,  that  run  was  made  not  only  expe- 
ditiously, but  without  fatigue.  In  each  first-class  compart- 
ment in  the  train  on  the  Paris,  Lyons,  and  Mediterranean 
Railway  a  book  is  placed,  which  describes  the  country  one 
passes  through— a  plan  which  with  advantage  might  be 
adopted  on  our  great  trunk  lines.  What  a  charming  town 
Marseilles  is ;  how  often  in  passing  I  have  broken  my 
journey  just  for  the  night,  and  found  myself  lingering  there 
for  several  days  !  What  a  grand  view  is  to  be  obtained  from 
the  windy  tower  of  Notre  Dame  de  la  Garde ;  what  a  fine 
effect  is  produced  by  the  well-proportioned  Palais  des 
Longchamps;  and  what  a  freshness  there  is  in  the  drive 
along  the  Corniche  road  !— but  although  the  sun  actually  de- 
monstrated itself,  yet  underneath  it  there  was  a  piercing 
coldness,  which  accounted  for  the  brown  colour  of  the  palms 
and  the  nearly  naked  flower-beds,  which  usually  at  this 
season  are  bright  with  cinerarias  and  tulips,"  but  now 
showed  little  besides  Ionopsidium  and  Auhrietia.  Notwith- 
standing the  touch  of  steel  in  the  air,  the  streets  were  as 

This  is  the  first  of  a  short  series  of  articles  which  Mr.  Druce, 
the  well-known  Oxford  pharmacist,  has  been  good  enough  to  write 
for  us,  and  in  which  he  deals  botanically  and  pharmaceutieally 
with  a  recent  vacation  in  North  Africa.  -Editor. 


full  as  ever,  and  the  whole  town  bore  evidence  of  commercial 
prosperity.  We  took  passage  in  one  of  the  excellent 
steamers — the  Mile  de  Tunis — and  from  the  vessel  a  magnifi- 
cent view  of  the  port  and  defences  of  that  city,  whence 
Massilian  triremes  used  to  sally  forth  in  Roman  times.  We 
passed  near  the  islet  prison,  so  graphically  described  in 
"  Monte  Cristo,"  and  in  the  early  hours  of  the  following 
day  approached  very  close  to  the  isle  of  Sardinia  ;  this  was 
soon  obscured  by  a  violent  squall  of  rain  and  a  tremendous 
thunderstorm,  but  we  reached  Biserta,  and  were  enabled  to 
eat  our  dinner  without  undue  discomfort.  A post-pramdial 
stroll  afforded  us  the  first  glimpse  of  Arab  life.  The  phar- 
macist here  was  in  evidence,  and  exhibited  syringes  and 
trusses  coeval  with  Mahomet,  in  strange  juxtaposition  with 
a  good  dispensing-balance,  Apenta,  and  Jeyes'  Creolin.  I 
picked  a  couple  of  plants — one,  the  tamarisk  (T.  galliea), 
suggestive  of  the  East,  and  the  common  cress  (habb-er- 
rachia),  the  seeds  of  which  Mahomet  strongly  recommended, 
and  which  are  the  panacea  of  the  Arab  druggists  for  all  com- 
plaints. A  few  hours  took  us  from  Biserta  to  Tunis,  the 
beautiful  position  of  which  is  so  well  known. 

The  Feench  Occupation' 

has  introduced  a  new  town  differing  but  slightly  from  any 
town  of  Southern  France,  and  really  as  out  of  place  in  an 
Arab  city  as  is  the  Roman  Catholic  church  which  now 
occupies  the  central  portion  of  the  great  mosque  at  Cordoba. 
Tunis,  however,  can  still  show  almost  untouched  by  the 
despoiler's  hand  the  old  Arab  quarter,  with  its  multifarious 
shops  filled  with  people  the  majority  of  whom  are  apparently 
chiefly  engaged  in  most  industriously  doing  nothing,  ac- 
cording to  the  custom  of  the  masculine  part  of  Arab 
humanity,  and  where  the  question  of  seats  for  shop-assistants 
has  been  long  solved,  for  everybody  squats  cross-legged  upon 
the  floor.  In  some  shops  the  tinsmith  follows  his  occupation 
seated  on  the  same  level  with  and  open  to  the  street,  in 
others  the  silk-spinner  is  busy  winding  the  silk,  and  every- 
where there  is  colour  and  gaiety,  and  everywhere  there  are 
multitudes  of  children — usually  happy-faced  children — with 
great  luminous  eyes  in  which  appear  to  lurk  all  the  mystery 
and  magic  of  the  East.  How  the  ancient  world  is  brought 
back  to  one's  mind  as  one  sees  the  camels  bringing  their 
loads  of  corn,  firewood,  legume,  or  skins  of  honey  !  What  a 
revelation  is  the  market,  with  its  abundance  of  capsicum- 
pods  ;  and  what  scaly  monsters  of  the  deep  are  displayed  on 
the  fish-stalls  !  The  milk  is  stored  in  goat-skin  bags  (have 
the  Tunisians  yet  found  out  the  virtues  of  boric  acid  ?), 
dried  dates  are  everywhere,  and  small  figs  (unpulled  save 
for  the  handling  by  henna-dyed  fingers  of  Arab  girls  and 
the  still  dirtier  paws  of  Arab  boys).  Endive  (Cichorium 
Endivia),  artichoke  (Ct/nara  Scolynvus),  cardoon  (C.  Car- 
duneulus),  and  stringy  asparagus  are  on  the  vegetable- 
stalls,  not  forgetting  the  malodorous  garlic.  Here  and 
there  is  to  be  seen  a  man  stirring  chick-peas  in  a  mortar- 
shaped  vessel  over  a  charcoal  stove,  as  has  been  the  im- 
memorial custom,*  and  offering  them  scalding  hot  to  the 
passers-by  ;  and  they  are  not  bad  diet  to  assuage  the  pangs  of 
hunger,  if  you  are  on  an  exploring  expedition  and  there  is 
nothing  else  to  eat.  In  other  quarters  are  the  perfumers, 
with  the  bags  of  henna,  either  in  the  leaf  or  ground  into 
powder  [henna  is  the  Lawsonia,  biennis,  L.  (L.  alba,  Lam.),  a 
Lythrariaceous  plant,  used  to  dye  the  nails  and  palms  a  deep 
orange-red ;  it  is  applied  as  a  paste  at  night  to  the  female 
children],  or  the  famed  otto  of  rose,  sold  in  roughly-cut  glass 
bottles  with  such  a  narrow  receptacle  for  the  precious  fluid 
that  if  even  genuine  otto  were  always  supplied  they  would 
be  very  dear  ■  but,  alas  !  there  is  an  otto  of  geranium  even  in 
the  unsophisticated  Tunisian  bazaars,  where  there  is  no  fear 
of  a  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Then,  surfeited  with 
the  sights  of  shops  and  of  goods  for  which  one  has  no  liking, 
and  always  with  the  "  Bouquet  d'Orient,"  which  is  not  even 
rose-geranium,  in  one's  nostrils,  one  wanders  through  the 
streets  of  private  houses,  where,  as  is  not  unknown  in  more 
Western  climes,  and  as  some  say  in  even  warmer  places  than 
the  tropics,  the  members  of  the  Hebraic  persuasion  have  the 
more  prominent  position — always,  however,  in  streets  that 
are  narrow,  but  which  have  the  blue  sky  of  the  Orient  over- 
head ;  in  some  instances  bridged  over  at  intervals  by  narrow 
arches  on  which  a  plant  or  two  of  Hyosei/amus  alba  may  be 

*  See  Shaw's  "  Travels  in  Barbary." 
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seen  growing,  and  on  to  which,  through  latticed  windows, 
some  more  or  less  fair  Fatima  peeps  at  the  world  of  which 
she  is  supposed  to  know  but  little.  Whether  in  busy  mart  or 
quiet  street,  however,  there  is  always  some  ghost-like  Arab 
to  be  seen,  or  some  obese  Jewess ;  and  always  in  evi- 
dence the  children  with  their  never-ceasing  cry  for  sous, 
or  sometimes  their  monotonous  drawl  as  they  chant  verses 


Tunis. 

from  i  the  Koran  in  their  crowded  schools.  Opposite  the 
Grand  Hotel  at  Tunis  was  a  courteous  pharmacist,  whose 
face  bore  the  strained  expression  so  commonly  seen  in  his 
British  confrere,  whose  assistance  I  had  to  invoke  (for  one  of 
our  friends  had  developed  bronchitis  with  hepatic  and  renal 
congestion),  and  from  him  I  obtained  a  potion,  for  which — 
such  is  the  power  of  craft  fellowship — I  had  difficulty  in  in- 
ducing him  to  make  a  charge.  Good  dis- 
pensing-balances were  much  in  the  fore- 
ground, and  one  could  obtain  (if  one 
wanted)  Kowland's  Kalydor,  or  Hunyacli 
Janos,  or  Jeyes'  Creolin.  But  neither 
Brand's,  Liebig's,  nor  other  meat  essences 
were  stored,  these  being  sold  by  the  grocer. 
The  medicines  were  sent  out  in  good  style, 
and  a  large  dispensing  business  was 
evidently  carried  on.    Some  of  the 

Contents  of  the  Shop-bottle^ 

appeared  curious  to  a  British  pharmacist 
— for  instance,  Viola  segetalis  (one  wonders 
if  no  other  of  the  closely-allied  Jordanian 
species  of  the  Melanium  section  of  Viola 
is  ever  mixed  with  this  segregate,  and 
what  would  happen  if  it  were),  Arundo 
Bonax  (probably  the  Tunisian  prototype 
of  our  Agropyron  repens  so  far  as  medicinal 
activity  goes,  but  perhaps  one  is  presum- 
ing too  much  in  expecting  the  tisane  of 
domestic  pharmacology  to  be  active), 
Viola  odorata,  and  other  simples  ;  but  the 
newer  pharmacy  was  in  evidence  by  the 
large  bottle  of  bismuth  salicylate  and  the 
elegant  cachets  of  synthetic  products. 

We  had  a  pleasant  drive  out  to  the 
palace  of  the  Bey  of  Tunis,  Le  Bardo, 
which  has  fine  stucco  work,  some  very  tine  rooms  (in 
•one  of  which  is  a  fine  painting  of  Napoleon  III.),  and 
some  good  encaustic  tiles ;  but  the  adjoining  museum  is 
more  interesting,  since  it  contains  a  great  quantity  of  remains 
brought  from  Carthage,  including  a  very  tine  mosaic  pave- 
ment from  Susa — one  of  the  largest  in  existence — represent- 
ing Neptune  in  his  chariot,  surrounded  by  fifty-six  medallions 
■of  gods  and  goddesses  enclosed  by  wreaths  of  foliage.  There 


is  a  fine  collection  of  ampulla!  and  a  large  quantity  of  incised 
stones  and  sculpture.  The  handsome  Cerinthe  major,  with 
its  foliage  so  different  from  any  British  species  of  Boragi- 
naeece,  was  noticed  here,  as  well  as  Verbascu.m  sinuatum  and 
the  brilliant  yellow  or  orange  blossoms  of  Chrysanthemum 
eoronariiim. 

The  Dar-el-Bey  at  Tunis  is  well  worth  visiting,  as  it  gives 
one  a  good  idea  of  what  an  Eastern 
monarch's  abode  is  like.  The  old  halls 
and  courts,  built  more  than  a  century  ago, 
are  beautiful  examples  of  Arabian  architec- 
ture, the  glazed  tiles  being  very  fine.  The 
lavatory  was  of  a  curiously  simple  type. 
Most  interesting  and  beautiful  was  the 
view  from  the  roof  of  the  flat-topped 
houses  of  Tunis  and  the  graceful  minaret 
of  the  mosque  ;  one  can  well  see  the  force 
of  the  warning  against  the  brawling 
woman  on  the  housetop,  where  her  spouse 
would  be  almost  at  as  great  a  disadvantage 
as  the  modern  listener  to  a  curtain-lecture  ; 
but  the  more  ancient  individual  in  extremis 
had  at  any  rate  the  street  either  for  a 
refuge  or — what  it  is  so  often  still  used 
for — as  a  place  to  deposit  something  for 
which  he  does  not  greatly  care,  while  no 
one  hears  of  any  victim  in  these  modern 
and  degenerate  times  for  late-lecturing. 

The  following  day  we  drove  out  to  the 
ruins  of  ancient  Carthage,  about  twenty 
kilometres  from  Tunis,  visiting  on  the  way 
La  Marsa,  where  there  is  a  palace  of  the 
Bey,  wTith  some  fine  stabling  and  a  grand 
display  of  carriages.  In  this  place  many 
wealthy  Tunisian  families  reside.  Between 
La  Marsa  and  Carthage  we  passed  many 
Arab  encampments,  their  camps  often  sur- 


rounded with 


A  Zareba  op  Thorns, 


in  which  I  think  Zkyphus  was  conspicuous,  and  about 
which  swarms  of  children  played.  The  fields  were  bright 
with  Calendula,  and  in  the  cornfields  great  quantities  of  the 
surplish  flowers  of  Fedia  Cornucopia  and  F.  Caput-boois, 


Abab  Encampment  at  Tunis. 

with  blue-flowered  Anagallis,  grew,  and  here  and  there  the 
strange  yellow  pea  Lathyrus  Ochrus  ;  but  perhaps  the  most 
striking  feature  in  the  vegetation  was  the  abundance  of  a 
plant  which  is  not  native  in  North  Africa— namely,  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  Oxalis  lutca,  or  0.  lyUca,  as  it  is  some- 
times called,  and  which  is  extensively  naturalised  on  the 
shores  of  the  Mediterranean  from  Spain  and  Algiers  east- 
wards to  Sicily  and  Tunis,  but  has  not  yet  penetratedf  ar  inland. 
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Perhaps  one  ought  to  have  given  the  prominent  position  not 
to  the  oxalis  but  to  the  prickly  pear  (Opimtia  Ficus-indica), 
which  is  used  everywhere  for  hedges  ;  and,  curiously  enough, 
this  is  also  an  introduced  species,  in  this  case  the  native 
home  being  America,  but  it  has  been  long  cultivated  by  the 
Spaniards,  and  probably  was  introduced  into  North  Africa 
by  the  conquerors  of  Peru.  The  fruit  is  largely  used  by  the  1 
Arabs,  who  call  it  "  Kermous  ensara,*'  or 
fig  of  the  Christians.  Usually  the  plant  is 
very  prickly,  but  we  subsequently  met 
with  a  variety  in  some  Kabylian  villages, 
nearly  free  from  prickles,  which  is  used 
by  the  Kabylian  Arabs  as  forage.  Here 
and  there  also  was  the  Agave  americema, 
which,  as  its  name  implies,  was  also  intro- 
duced from  America,  and  is  the  aloe  of 
many  writers  ;  the  leaves  yield  a  strong 
tenacious  fibre.  Perhaps,  after  all,  the 
plant  which  might  most  impress  the  Eng- 
lish botanist  from  its  frequency  is  the 
asphodel,  so  often  mentioned  by  Grecian 
authors  ;  but  I  have  never  been  a  great 
admirer  of  it,  albeit  the  variety  A. 
microcarpa  var.  africana,  Jord.,  with  its 
large  glaucous  leaves,  has,  it  must  be 
confessed,  a  striking  appearance. 

The  Ruins  of  the  Basilica  at 
Carthage 

were  inspected  with  much  interest,  and  w;e 
unearthed  quantities  of  mosaic,  fragments 
of  Samian  ware,  and  earthen  water-pipes  ; 
but  I  always  feel  it  is  somewhat  uncanny 
to  pry  into  the  secrets  of  past  cities — it  is 
like  reading  private  letters  written  by 
fingers  whose  joints  lie  unmorticed  in  the 
tomb ;  and  I  was  more  content  to  gather  the  flowers  that 
grew  around — the  pale  yellow  Biseutclla,  the  striking  flowers 
of  Smyrnium,  the  bright  scarlet  Adonis  microcarpa,  the 
crimson  poppy  (JP.  hybridum),  the  beautiful  Unaria 
triphylla  (with  dark-blue  flowers,  having  an  orange-yellow 
throat),  which  was  plentiful  in  the  adjoining  fields,  the 
starch  hyacinth,  purple  Ecliium,  the  tiny  Rumex  bneephalorns, 
the  curious  Evax,  the  handsome  Anchusa,  and  pale-blue 


and  Tunis,  and  perhaps  occupies  the  site  of  the  temple  to 
jEsculapius,  which  Asdrubal's  wife  set  fire  to  and  immo- 
lated herself  and  children  in  rather  than  fall  into  the 
hands  of  Scipio.  The  cisterns  in  which  the  Carthaginians 
stored  water  are  still  in  fairly  good  condition  and  of 
immense  extent.  Near  them  was  an  encampment  of  dirty 
Arabs,  whose  children  settled  upon  one  like  flies,  demanding 


The  Ancient  Cisterns  of  Cabthage. 

Nitjrlla.  Carthage  itself  is  splendidly  situated,  and  one 
could  imagine  what  it  must  have  been  when  Dido  had  made 
this  Tyrian  city  a  dominating  power  over  so  much  of  the  old 
world.  Livy  says  that  the  walls  were  as  much  as  twenty-three 
miles  in  circumference,  but  the  ruins  and  excavated  portions 
at  the  present  time  are  not  imposing 


Le  Bardo. 

money  with  unwearying  (to  them)  insistence,  and  offering 
Roman  coins  and  ampulla1,  perhaps  made  in  Birmingham. 
But  the  glory  of  the  view  never  palled — a  sea  bluer  than  the 
Bay  of  Naples,  the  distant  houses  shining  like  bits  of  blue 
marble,  the  finely-outlined  range  of  hills,  combined  to  form 
a  picture  which  will  long  live  in  the  memory.  Very  pleasant, 
too,  was  the  homeward  drive,  the  shallow  margins  of  the 
lake  being  covered  with  myriads  of  flamingoes  with  their 
wings  just  showing  the  most  delicate  of 
roseate  tints.  Here  in  marshy  spots  I 
noticed  a  plant — Cotula  corotwpifolia — a 
native  of  Brazil  and  Australia,  now 
naturalised  in  several  parts  of  Europe,  and 
which  I  first  found  some  years  ago  wdiile 
driving  near  Cape  Trafalgar  in  Andalusia; 
and  more  recently  it  has  been  introduced 
to  Cheshire. 

On  Rubbish-heaps 

the  squirting  cucumber  (Eeballivm  Elatc- 
rium)  grew  in  great  quantities,  with  both 
the  nettles  Urtica  membranacca  and  U. 
pilulifera,  the  latter  of  which  is  said  to 
have  been  brought  to  Britain  by  the  Roman 
soldiers  in  order  to  keep  up  their  circula- 
tion in  our  frigid  climate.  The  cornfields, 
with  the  poppies,  veronicas,  fumitory,  and 
goosefoot,  impressed  one  with  the  belief 
that  in  these  Carthaginian  fields  we  have 
the  origin  of  our  own  corn  and  of  so  many 
of  our  agrestal  weeds,  and  that  the  so- 
called  Phoenicians  from  Carthage  probably 
introduced  the  culture  of  corn  to  Britain 
when  they  visited  the  Western  Peninsula 
in  search  of  metals.  Over  this  once 
fertile  North  African  country  have  since 
rolled  the  long  years  of  the  Roman  conquest 
and  occupation  and  the  centuries  of  the  Saracenic  domination 
and  subsequent  slothful  rule  of  the  followers  of  Mahomet.  Is 
it  reserved  for  the  Latin  race  once  again  to  revive  its  glories, 
or  in  the  whirligig  of  time  is  it  to  be  the  privilege,  in  the 
distant  future,  of  the  descendants  of  those  despised  bar- 
barians who  inhabit  that  lonely  isle  floating  in  the  northern 
sea,  whose  wet  and  cold  and  inhospitable  coasts  must  have 


On  the  summit  of  the 
highest  hill  is  a  Roman  Catholic  church,  which  commands  a 

view  of  the  country  round  to  the  white  houses  of  Goletta  I  been  the  Ultima  Thule  to  those  Carthaginian  explorers,  once 
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more  to  make  the  desert  blossom  as  the  rose,  and  to  bring 
again  the  argosies  of  more  distant  climes  than  were  ever  known 
to  the  most  Ulysses-like  wanderer  of  Dido's  city,  to  float 
upon  the  blue  waters  of  that  port  which  has  for  so  long  a 
time  been  the  symbol  of  national  decadence  ? 

The  Most  Interesting  Plant 

to  me  was  the  Urginea.  Scilla  (called  Pharoun  by  the  Arabs), 
which  was  extremely  abundant,  especially  in  open  places  or 
clearings  in  wooded  districts ;  but  it  was  too  early  for  the 
flowers,  although  occasionally  the  dead  flower-spike  of  the 
preceding  year  might  be  seen,  a  yard  or  so  in  height.  It  is  a 
very  common  plant  on  the  whole  coast  of  Tunis  and  Algiers, 
and  penetrates  also  to  some  distance  inland.  We  found  it 
frequently,  and  it  was  especially  noticeable  in  the  long 
railway  journey  of  between  300  and  400  kilometres  from  Tunis 
to  Guelma,  which  for  a  great  part  of  the  way  passed 
through  well-wooded  hills  exhibiting  delightful  scenery. 
Every  now  and  then  we  were  greeted  with  a  whiff  of 
hawthorn,  of  which  good-sized  trees,  covered  with  blossom, 
were  a  pleasing  feature  in  the  landscape.  The  type,  and  a  very 
hairy  variety  (var.  pubeseens)  both  occur  here.  Enormous 
thickets  of  Pistachia  were  seen,  and  the  district  possesses 
three  species — P.  atlantica,  P.  Lentisciis,  and  P.  Terebinth  us 
— each  of  which  is  incised  by  the  Arabs  in  order  to  obtain  the 
resin,  which  is  closely  allied  to  mastic  ;  and,  in  fact,  the  Alger- 
ian mastic,  chiefly  produced  from  P.  atlantica,  is  considerably 
used  by  the  Arab  tribes  (see  Armieux,  "  Topographie  Medicale 
du  Sahara").  By  the  river  grew  great  beds  of  A  rundo  Donax, 
and  on  the  stony  shingle  of  the  river-margin  large  quantities 
of  oleanders  occurred,  but  unfortunately  not  yet  showing 
their  "rosy  blossoms  in  hot  ravine."  About  the  hawthorns 
and  other  trees  hung  the  beautifully  graceful  Clematis 
eirrhosa,  with  the  long  feathery  achenes  even  more  plumose 
than  those  of  our  Traveller's  Joy.  On  the  drier  collines  were 
enormous  quantities  of  Rosmarinus  officinalis.  Then  there  was 
in  damper  places  Salix  pcdieellata,  a  near  ally  of  our  sallow. 
About  the  villages  might  be  seen  the  Judas  tree,  with  its 
beautiful  rosy-pink  blossoms,  the  Anagyris  fcetida,  with  its 
curious  seed-pods,  and  the  Carob-tree,  Ceratonia  siliqua,  not 
yet  in  leaf,  which  is  valued  not  only  for  the  fruits,  but  for 
the  grateful  shade  it  affords,  and  of  this  we  found  fine 
specimens  at  Guelma.  Here  my  friend  developed  grave 
fsbrile  symptoms,  which  a  gramme  of  phenacetin  obtained 
from  the  local  pharmacist  (40c),  and  plenty  of  hot  water 
(inside  and  out)  and  some  chicken  bouillon,  fortunately 
helped  to  allay.  Here,  again,  we  were  unable  to  obtain  any 
meat  essence,  and  the  tea  (either  of  meat  or  of  Thea)  supplied 
in  the  hotel  was  poor  and  tepid  ;  but  the  hale  members  of  the 
party  had  green  peas  and  small  stringy  asparagus,  with  young 
radishes,  and  braised  artichoke,  supplied  by  a  very  kind 
landlady,  whose  chief  assistant  in  the  kitchen,  which  I  went 
to  inspect,  was  a  deaf-and-dumb  Soudanese  boy  about  16 
years  old,  between  whom  and  the  landlady  there  was  con- 
siderable affection,  as  she  had  brought  him  up  from  a  child, 
and  he  was  grateful  with  a  dog-like  devotion.  The  next 
morning  was  occupied  in  seeing  the  remains  of  the  Roman 
amphitheatre,  round  which  the  Bouquet  d'Orient  was  very 
powerful,  the  "  defense  deposite  a  l'ordure  "  noticeable  on  the 
ramparts  not  extending  to  the  ruins,  on  which  grew  Prasiuin 
magus,  Ornithogalum,  and  TIrtica  membranaeea,  a  powerful 
stinging-nettle.  Guelma  has  been  converted  into  a  French 
camp  and  town,  and  the  remains  of  a  fine  basilica  exist 
in  the  barracks,  and  consequently  are  not  allowed  to  be 
photographed.  In  gravelly  places  we  found  the  curious 
papaveraceous  plant  Hypecoum  pendulum,  and  Salvia  clan- 
destina.  Here  for  the  present  I  take  pause,  or  rather,  dear 
reader,  give  you  rest. 


B.P.,  but  not  Baden-Powell. — A  friend  of  mine  who  kept  a 
grocery  store  in  a  small  village  in  Yorkshire  had  been  fined  for 
having  in  his  shop  some  spt.  seth.  nit.  which  was  not  of  the 
required  strength.  I  was  trying  to  explain  the  case  to  some  ladv 
friends,  one  of  whom,  being  much  older  than  the  others,  and 
having  the  "  gift  of  the  gab  "  as  strongly  developed  as  most  ladies, 
was  held  to  be  very  clever  by  her  younger  sisters.  All  through 
the  conversation  I  used  the  words  "  British  Pharmacopoeia,"  but 
once  the  initials  "  B.P."  slipped  out.  "  What  does  B.P.  mean," 
ventured  one  young  lady.  "  Bought  Pure  "  promptly  replied  our 
elder  friend,  much  to  my  amusement,  in  which  the  rest  joined  when 
the  joke  had  been  explained  to  them. —  C.  S.  C.  (80,51.) 


Scientific  progress. 


New  Remedies.  — Sidonal  is  the  fancy  name  given  to  a  com- 
pound of  quinic  acid  with  piperazine.  It  is  recommended  as  an 
anti-rheumatic,  &c.  Cupriaseptol  is  a  crystalline  powder,  soluble 
in  water,  and  of  strong  haemostatic  properties.  It  is  the  copper 
salt  of  phenol- sulphonic  acid.  Guaiacinol  is  quinine  dibromo- 
guaiacolate,  a  new  antipyretic,  &c.  It  forms  rhombic  prisms  of  a 
fine  yellow  colour,  soluble  in  about  its  own  weight  of  water. 

Fortoin,  one  of  the  latest  synthetic  remedies,  is  stated  to  be 
an  excellent  remedy  for  diarrhoea.  It  is  prepared  by  the  con- 
densation of  cotoin  with  formic  aldehyde.  It  is  a  tasteless 
crystalline  yellow  powder  melting  at  211°-213°,  of  the  formula 

qjj  /CYiHuO, 
-\CuHn04 

It  is  easily  soluble  in  chloroform  and  other  organic  solvents,  but 
is  insoluble  in  water.  It  may  be  given  three  times  a  day  in  doses 
of  4  gr.— [Pharm.  Biuidsch.  1900,  244). 

Hydrastis  Canadensis. — M.  Collin,  in  a  very  interesting 
paper  in  the  current  issue  of  the  Journal  de  Pharmacia  et  de 
Chemie  (April,  1900',  points  out  that  the  rhizome  of  Hi/drastis 
canadensis,  a  drug  which  has  fully  justified  the  eulogistic  reports 
which  preceded  its  arrival  in  Europe,  has  recently  been  observed 
to  have  been  imported  adulterated  with  the  rhizome  of  Aristo- 
lochia  serpentaria.  The  roots  of  Stylophorum  diphyllum  and 
of  Cypripedium  parvifiorum  have  also  been  noticed  mixed  with 
hydrastis.  The  author  gives  detailed  accounts  of  the  differences 
between  these  roots  and  sketches  of  the  principal  transverse 
sections,  which  should  be  consulted  in  the  original  by  those 
specially  interested  in  this  drug. 

Kola-nuts.  —  Schumann  publishes  an  interesting  study 
(Pharm.  Zeit.  1900, 124)  on  this  subject,  aud  inter  alia  points  out 
that  there  are  two  species  of  kola-nuts  exported  from  the  African 
coasts  between  Senegal  and  Angola.  The  large  nut  is  known 
locally  as  nguru,  and  the  small  as  kotofo.  The  latter  is  un- 
doubtedly the  product  of  Cola  acuminata  (the  species  named  by 
Cornw.  C.  Ballyi).  But  the  large  nuts,  which  have  generally  been 
attributed  to  this  plant  also,  are  given  by  the  author  to  a  new 
species,  which  he  names  Cola  vera,  differing  from  the  well- 
known  C.  acuminata  by  the  following  characters.  The  secondary 
veins  in  the  leaves  are  more  prominent  in  C.  vera  that  in  C. 
acuminata,  but  are  usually  less  numerous.  The  under-surface  of 
the  leaf  is  also  more  brilliant  in  the  former  species,  and  the 
androecium  of  C.  vera  is  sessile,  and  has  only  fourteen  to  sixteen 
anthers,  whereas  that  of  C.  acuminata'  is  not  sessile,  and  has 
always  twenty  anthers.  In  addition  to  this  the  author  draws 
attention  to  the  Bal  tree,  Cola  eordifolia,  whose  leaves  are  used 
to  wrap  the  nuts  in  to  keep  them  fresh.  Finally,  the  nuts  of  C. 
lepidota  and  C.  anomala  are  employed  by  the  natives  of  Bali  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  true  kola-nuts  are. 

Oil  of  Verbena. — The  true  oil  of  verbena  (not  to  be  confused 

with  the  commercial  so-called  verbena  oil,  which  is  the  product  of 
Indian  lemongrass)  has  hitherto  not  attracted  much  attention. 
It  is  distilled  from  the  leaves  of  Verbena,  triphylla  (Lippia  citri- 
odora  ),  one  of  the  Verben  acece,  and  a  sample  examined  by  Schimmel  ■  ' 
&  Co.  was  found  to  contain  about  35  per  cent,  of  citral.  Kersch- 
baum  has  now  taken  up  the  question,  and  publishes  his  work  in 
the  current  issue  of  the  Berichte  (1900,  885).  The  first  sample  of 
oil  worked  upon  was  obtained  from  Grasse  and  had  the  following 
properties  :— Sp.  gr.  0'903,  rotation  - 12°  30'.  The  aldehydes 
were  extracted  by  Tiemann's  process,  and  26  per  cent,  was 
obtained,  examined  very  minutely,  and  found  to  be  practically 
pure  citral.  About  18  to  20  per  cent,  was  citral-6,  the  remainder 
being  the  stereoisomer,  citral-d.  The  remaining  74  per  cent, 
consisted  of  terpenes  and  alcohols.  Very  different  results  followed 
on  the  examination  of  the  oil  distilled  from  Spanish  plants,  which, 
by  the  way,  are  possibly  a  variety  of  the  ordinary  species.  This 
oil  had  a  sp.  gr.  0'926  and  optical  rotation  +  2°'  45'.  The  alde- 
hydes extracted  amounted  to  about  12  per  cent.,  and  their  difference 
from  citral  was  at  once  observed  by  the  high  sp.  gr.  0'895  and 
optical  rotation  +  20°.  The  aldehydes  were  treated  with  cyan- 
acetic  acid,  and  about  75  per  cent,  was  converted  into  the  well- 
characterised  citral  compound,  the  remaining  25  per  cent,  being 
extracted  with  ether.  This  was  an  oil  with  high  optical  rotation 
+  51°.  It  was  freed  from  the  last  traces  of  citral  by  repeating  the 
treatment,  when  finally  the  new  body  was  obtained  in  a  pure 
state.  This  body — verbenone— is  an  optically- active  metone  of 
the  formula  C10H14O  or  C„,Hlt;0,  sp.  gr.  0'974,  refractive  index 
1-49951,  boiling-point  at  16mm.  103°  to  104°,  and  rotatory  power 
[a]D=+65.  It  is  a  colourless  oil  of  camphoraceous  odour.  i» 
torms  a  semicarbazone  melting  at  208°  to  209 J,  and  when  oxidised 
yields  several  acids.  »«'"„.  nihl  itiM  jv.: 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of  (Sreat  Britain, 

FIFTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  MEETING,  MAY  1(3. 

With  Reports  of  the  Dinner  of  the  Members  and  their  Friends,  in  the  Whitehall  Rooms, 
Hotel  Metropole,  on  Tuesday  Evening-,  May  15,  and  a  Special  General  Meeting  which 
considered  the  future  working  of  the  Society's  Research  Laboratory. 


FOR  the  third  time  in  the  history  of   the  Society  its 
President  has  been  unable  to  preside  at  the  annual 
gathering  of  the  members.    When   Mr.  Martindale  was 
elected  to  the  presidency,  many  who  know  how  frequently 
he  has  had  to  leave  business  under  the  doctor's  orders  feared 
that  the  additional  work  and  worry  might  tell  upon  hinirather 
severely,  and  so  it  has  proved.    Mr.  G.  T.  Wilkinson  News- 
holme,  the  Vice-President,  upon  whom  the  duties  of  the  pre- 
sidential chair  have  thus  fallen,  is  the  first  Muter 's  man  to 
occupy  the  position.    This  is 
the  third  year  of  his  vice- 
presidency.     He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Council  since 
1887.    Mr.  Newsholme  owns 
the  retail  and  wholesale  busi- 
ness of  a  former  councillor,  the 
late  Mr.  Eadley,  of  Sheffield, 
and  his  apprentice-master,  Mr. 
Bateson,is  also  on  the  Council. 

The  proceedings  of  this 
annual  meeting  took  the  cus- 
tomary course.  The  dinner 
on  the  evening  before  was 
well  attended.  Amongst  the 
speakers  were  Sir  H.  Vincent, 
who  replied  for  "  The  Imperial 
Forces,"  Lord  Welby,  and  Mr. 
Remnant,  who  spoke  for  "  The 
Houses  of  Parliament,"  and  Sir 
Wm.  Abney,  who  made  an 
effective  reply  to  the  toast 
of  "  Science."  Our  artist's 
sketches  add  brightness  to  our 
report  of  the  proceedings. 

The  annual  report  of  the 
Council  to  the  Society  was 
printed  in  our  issue  of  May  5, 
page  761,  and  it  will  be  re- 
membered that  it  dealt  with 
routine-affairs,  the  novelties 
consisting  in  a  balance  of 
1,9432.  12*.  2d.  to  the  good 
on  last  year's  working,  and 
announcements  that  the  Coun- 
cil have  undertaken  to  do  research-work  for  the  B.P. ;  that 
the  Privy  Council  is  in  communication  with  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  regarding  the  scheduling  of  carbolic  acid  ;  that 
the  appeal  in  the  Worcester  seedsman's  case  (the  question  of 
poison-agency)  is  proceeding,  and  will  be  heard  after  the 
Long  Vacation  ;  that  there  will  be  a  meeting  of  local  secre- 
taries in  London  on  July  27  ;  and  that  the  status  of  naval 
dispensers  has  been  improved  in  consequence  of  Mr. 
Walter  Hills's  evidence  before  an  Admiralty  Committee. 
The  revenue  of  the  Society  for  1899  amounted  to 
17.764Z.  14s.  <\d.  (of  which  10,556/.  3,s\  was  from  examination- 
fees),  and  the  expenditure  was  15,8212.  2s.  2d.  The  dis- 
cussion on  the  report  was  initiated  by  an  explanatory  speech 
from  Mr.  Newsholme,  and  was  continued  for  two  hours, 
when  the  report  was  adopted.  The  way  was  thus  clear  for 
Mr.  Frederic  Thomas  Percy  Wells,  a  North  Kensington 
chemist  now  retired,  who  has  views  on  editing,  and  his 
motion  was  in  the  following  terms: — 

That  after  June  30,  1890,  the  undo  rmentioned  shall  be  omitted 
from  the  journal,  and  printed  in  the  Supplement :— (1)  Market 
reports ;  (2)  publications  received,  and  reviews  and  notices  of 
books  ana  preparations ;  (3)  extracts  from  Consular  Reports  ;  (4) 


Mr.  G.  T.  Wilkinson  Newsholme 


poisoning-cases;  (5)  Food  and  Drugs  Act  prosecutions;  (6) 
English  and  Scottish  news  ;  (7)  Irish  news,  including  proceed- 
ings of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland ;  (8)  foreign  news  ; 
(9)  pharmacy  in  Australia;  (10)  Facts  and  Fancies;  (11)  re- 
ports of  Pharmaceutical,  Chemists  and  Druggists',  and  Assistants' 
and  Apprentices'  Associations  and  Chemists'  Assistants'  Unions  ; 
(12)  reports  of  Pharmaceutical  Associations  ;  (13)  obituary 
notices;  (14)  reports  of  dinners,  suppers,  balls,  and  dances  ;  (15) 
proceedings  under  the  Pharmacy  Act;  (16)  annotations;  (17) 
political  gossip ;  (18)  Chemists' Defence  Association;  (19)  Public 

and  Poor-law  Dispensers'  Asso- 
ciation; (20)  dental  and  photo- 
graphic notes  ;  (21)  Chemists' 
Defence  Association. 

Mr.  Wells  is  always  amusing, 
and  the  "  1890  "  in  his  notice 
of  motion  gave  opportunity  for 
chaff.  The  meeting  did  not 
take  the  matter  seriously,  and 
Mr.  Wells  withdrew  the  mo- 
tion rather  than  have  it  de- 
feated. 

A  weightier  matter  was  in 
preparation  by  Mr.  E.  North- 
way  Butt,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  Council  when  the  Re- 
search Laboratory  building 
scheme  was  conceived,  and  who 
warned  the  Council  then  that 
t  hey  had  entered  on  the  path 
of  financial  destruction  He 
was  right.  Now  he  is  an 
auditor  to  the  Society,  and  a 
few  years  ago,  when  Dr.  B.  H. 
Paul  pointed  out  that  work 
reported  upon  by  the  director 
of  the  Research  Laboratory 
(Professor  Dunstan)  had  been 
anticipated  and  previously 
published  by  German  chemists, 
Mr.  Butt,  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Society,  brought 
the  whole  matter  before  the 
members,  rather  strongly  con- 
demning Professor  Dunstan 
so  he  approached  the  subject  of  research  with  some  experi- 
ence, and  his  motion  is  the  result  of  many  months  of  quiet 
nursing  of  the  subject.    It  was  in  the  following  terms  : — 

(a)  That  the  Research  Laboratory  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain  be  reconstituted  and  placed  under  the  control  of 
a  special  committee,  consisting  of  the  President,  the  Vice- 
President  (ex  officio),  and  two  members  of  the  Council,  four 
pharmaceutical  chemists  not  being  members  of  the  Council,  and 
the  professors  of  chemistry,  botany,  and  pharmacy  in  the  school  of 
the  Society. 

(6)  That  the  Research  Laboratory  be  used  for  the  purpose  of 
pharmaceutical  investigations  and  research  only,  and  be  placed 
under  the  direction  of  professors  of  chemistry  and  of  pharmacy. 

(c)  That  the  special  committee  shall  have  absolute  power  in 
selecting  the  research- workers,  the  subjects  for  investigation,  and 
control  the  publication  of  the  results  of  their  investigations.  All 
such  workers  should  preferably  be  pharmacists,  and  if  necessary 
may  be  subsidised. 

A  special  meeting  was  held  to  consider  this  motion,  and 
after  a  masterly  speech  from  Mr.  Carteighe,  in  which  he 
explained  the  special  work  now  undertaken  for  the  B.P., 
Mr.  Butt  admitted  that  this  met  his  case,  and  he  withdrew 
his  motion. 
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The  Dinner. 

One  dinner  is  much  like  another.  That  which  was  held  at 
the  Hotel  Metropole  on  Tuesday  evening,  May  15,  had  some 
points  of  distinction.  The  President  was  absent — being 
entertained  by  chemists  at  the  Uape  we  have  since  heard 
(see  page  825) — so  the  Vice-President  took  his  place. 
As  the  Fates  would  have  it  a  peer  was  present,  and  several 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons  who  have  not  hitherto 
attended.  Also  the  tone  of  the  gathering  was  decidedly 
militant,  the  one  thing  lacking  to  make  the  affair  complete 
being  authentic  tidings  of  the  relief  of  Mafeking.  Further, 
the  speaking  was  more  than  ordinarily  prolonged.  Forbes 
Mackenzie,  the  Scotchman  who  puts  a  damper  on  con- 
viviality at  11  p.m.  sharp,  was  not  there,  but  his  compatriot, 
the  authority  on  brain  troubles — Sir  James  Crichton  Browne — 
occupied  the  floor  at  11.20,  and  Dr.  Thorpe  had  still  to  follow 
him  as  a  guest.  A  good  deal  of  conversation  was  heard 
round  the  tables  while  the  speech-making  was  proceeding. 
As  to  the  dinner  itself,  the  Hotel  Metropole  excelled  with 
good  fare,  the  menu  being  attractive,  and  the  dishes  cooked 
to  a  nicety,  while  the  proper  wines  were  served  adequately. 
Mr.  Newsholme  occupied  the  chair.  He  had  on  his  right 
Dr.  Church  (the  President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians), 
Lord  Welby,  Sir  James  Crichton  Browne,  Mr.  Remnant, 
M.P.  for  Holborn  (the  Society's  division  of  the  Metropolis), 
Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  L.O.C.,  Dr.  Thorpe,  and  Mr.  Bailey 
Saunders.  On  his  left  were  Sir  Howard  Vincent,  Dr. 
Farquharson,  M.P.,  Sir  Wm.  Abney,  Mr.  Michael  Carteighe, 
Mr.  W.  W.  Fisher  (President  of  the  Society  of  Public 
Analysts),  the  Hon.  Geo.  Waldegrave  Leslie,  and  Mr.  Peter 
Boa.    The  following  is  a  list  of  guests  : — 


Abney,  Sir  W.  de 

w.;k.c.b.,f.r.s. 

(Board  of  Educa- 
tion, Science  and 
Art  Branch) 

Allen,  C.  B. 

Allen,  — 

Anderson,  G. 

Arkinstall,  W. 

Arnold,  H. 

Arrow,  J.  J. 

Arrowsmith,  A.  A. 

Atkins,  S.  R.  (Trea- 
surer) 

Attfield,  Dr.  J., 
F.R.S. 

Baiss,  Arnold 

Baiss,  W.  H. 

Barron,  R. 

Boa,  Peter  (Chair- 
man of  Executive 
N.B.  Branch) 

Bolton,  H.  N. 

Bolton,  H.  N.,  jun. 

Bottle,  A. 

Bourdas,  I. 

Bourdas,  I.,  jun. 

Boutall,  G.  S. 

Bowen,  J.  W. 

Boxall,  Fred. 

Bremridge,  R.  (Se- 
cretary ) 

Bremridge,  R.  Hard- 
ing 

Browne,  Sir  J.  Crich- 
ton, F.R.S.  (Trea- 
surer  Royal  Insti- 
tution) 

Burgoyne  &  Co. 

Bush,E. 

Butt,  E.  N. 

Carteighe,  M. 

Carter,  R.  C. 

Castle,  J.  W. 

Chalmers,  W. 

Chaney,  H.  J.  (Stan- 
dards Office,Board 
of  Trade) 

Chater,  A.  J. 

Church,  Dr.  Selby 
(President  Royal 
College  of  Physi- 
cians ) 

Clarke,  R.  Feaver 


B. 


(Presi- 


ColHe,  Prof.  J.  N., 

F.R.S. 
Collins,  F. 
Cooper,  A. 
Cooper,  A.  J 
Cooper,  J. 

Copeland,  Dr.  W.  L 

Cottle,  Dr.  Wynd- 
ham 

Coulson,  T. 

Cownley,  A.  J. 

Cross,  W.  Gowen 

Davidson,  P. 

Davies,  T. 

Davis,  W.  A. 

Dixon,  R. 

Doran,  A. 

dent  Obstetrical 
Society) 

Duckworth,  Sir  Dyce 
( Treasurer  Royal 
College  of  Physi- 
cians) 

Dumayne,  F.  J. 

Dunn,  C. 

Edden,  T.  L. 

Everett,  J.  G. 

Farquharson, 
M.P. 

Fisher,  W.  W.,  M.A. 
(President  Society 
of  PublicAnalysts) 

Flux,  W. 

Fogerthy,  W. 

Francis,  G.  B. 

Francis,  W.  H. 

Frankish,  Dr. 

Frost,  S.  T. 

Gamble,  F.  W.  (Pre- 
sident Chemists' 
Assistants'  Asso- 
ciation) 

Gerrard,  A.  W. 

Glyn- Jones,  W.  S. 

Greenish,  Prof.  H.  G. 

Gregory,  A.  C. 

Grose,  N.  M. 

Gulliver,  W.  F. 

Gunn.  A. 

Hall,  H.  E. 

Hanson,  A.  W. 

Hardwicke,Dr.  R.  R. 

Harrington,  J.  F. 

Harrison,  J. 


Dr. 


Harvey,  Roger  M. 

Harvey,  W. 

Heighington,  T.  G. 

Hill,  A.  T. 

Hill,  C.  A. 

Hillen,  — 

Hills,  Walter 

Hills,  Dr.  Rowland 

Hodgkinson,  C. 

Hodgkinson,  — 

Hodgson,  C.  R. 
(College  of  Pre- 
ceptors) 

Holmes,  C.  J. 

Holmes,      E.  M. 
(President  British 
Pharmaceutical 
Conference) 

Howie,  W.  L. 

Humphrey,  J. 

Ison,  E. 

Jackson,  C. 

Jarvis,  C. 

Jones,  A.  O. 

Jones,  G.  E. 

Jones,  R.  H. 

Joyce,  T.  G., 

Kingan,  D. 

Knight,  G.  J. 

Lamb,  Dr.  W.  H. 
(President  Har- 
veian  Society) 

Lansdown,  G.  A. 

Leslie,  Hon.  G. 
Waldegrave 

Lewis,  D. 

Linstead,  Edward  F. 
Lloyd,  J. 
Lorimer,  J. 
Lunan,  G. 
MacEwan,  Peter 
Martin,  C.  T. 
Martin,  T.  C.  W. 
Martmdale,Dr.W.H 
Mathews,  J.  H. 
Moon,  H. 
Moore,  J.  E. 

ford 
Morgan,  — 
Morris,  E.  W. 
Morson,  T.  P. 
Murison,  J. 
Naylor,  W.  A.  H. 
Newton,  A. 


B.Sc 


Newsholme,  G.  T.W. 

(Chairman) 
Ord,  S.  W. 
Padman,  John 
Pain,  R. 
Parsons,  W. 
Patterson,  J. 
Paul,     A.  (Daily 

Nexvs) 
Paul,  Dr.  B.  H. 
Phillips,  A.  J. 
Philp,  W.  J.  I. 
Preston,  Major  A.  C. 
Pryke,  W.  R. 
Raper,  J.  R. 
Rayner,  A. 
Remnant,     J.  F., 

M.P.,  L.C.C. 
Reynolds,  R.  J. 
Ridgwell,  J.  B. 
Ridley,  R, 
Robertson,  Dr.W.M. 
Robins,  J. 

Robinson,     R.  A., 

L.C.C. 
Robinson,  W.  P. 
Roe,  George 
Rogers,  F.  A. 
Rogerson,  W.  J. 
Royle,  H.  W. 
Royle,  J.  W. 
Savory,  A.  L. 
Shannon,  R.  J. 
Sherwood,  N. 


Saunders,  T.  Bailey, 
M.A.  (Secretary 
LondonUniversity 
Commission) 

Simpson,  Alderman 
H. 

Smith,  F.  Adams 

Smith,  F.  A.  Upsher 

Smith,  J.  H. 

Smith,  S. 

Solomon,  A.  H. 

Squire,  G. 

Stacey,  H.  G. 

Stevenson,  H.  E. 

Stsickland,  W. 

Stickland,  W.  H. 

Street,  A. 

Street,  E. 

Symes,  Dr.  C. 

Tanner,  A.  E. 

Taubman,  R. 

Taylor,  G.  S. 

Thompson,  Sydney 

Thomson,  Professor 
J.  Millar,  F.R.S. 
(President  Insti- 
tute of  Chemistry) 

Thorpe,  Dr.  T.  E., 
F.R.S.  (President 
Chemical  Society) 

Thurston,  J 

Trimmer,  E.  (Sec. 
Royal  College  of 
Surgeons) 


Tucker,  — 
Umney,  C. 
Umney,  J.  C. 
Vincent.Sir  Howard, 

K.C.M.G.,  M.P. 
Walker,  H.  J.  D. 
Walker,  H. 
Want,  W.  P. 
Waring,  A.  W. 
Warren,  F.  W. 
Warren,  W. 
Welby,  Lord,G.C.B.. 

L.C.C. 
Weston,  S.  J. 
Whiffin,  T.  ,T. 

„  Friend 
White,  Edmund 
White,  G. 
Wigginton,  A. 
Wilbe,  Dr.  Haydock 
Will,  W.  Watson 
Williams,  H. 
Williams,  T.  R. 
Wilson,  Harold 
Wilson,  J. 
Wink,  J.  A. 
Woolley,  S.  W. 
Woosnam,  W. 
Worsley,  A.  G. 
Wretts,  J.  R. 
Wright,  A. 
Wright,  H.  C. 
Young,  J.  Rymer 


Lang 


The  vice-chairs  were  occupied  by  Messrs.  Wm.  Warren,  C. 
B.  Allen,  Richard  Bremridge,  Charles  Umney,  Isaiah 
Bourdas,  G.  S.  Taylor,  and  S.  R.  Atkins  (Treasurer)— the 
last-named  presided  over  Table  A.  Each  had  a  few  honoured 
guests  to  support  him,  and  after  the  dinner  a  quartette  of 
singers  (the  Westminsters)  sang  Grace,  and  rendered  a  few 
pieces  during  the  evening,  but  the  musical  programme  had 
to  be  considerably  concentrated. 

The  Vice-President  gave  the  toast  of 

"Her  Majesty  the  Queen," 

which  was  drunk  enthusiastically. 
Mr.  Walter  Hills  then  proposed 

"The  Imperial  Forces." 
He  said  he  felt  specially  honoured  in  being  asked  to  propose 
what  he  ventured  to  think  was  the  real  toast  of  the  evening. 
They  had  great  respect  for  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature, 
they  greatly  honoured  the  medical  profession,  they  venerated 
science,  they  had  an  immense  love  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society — (laughter) — and  they  welcomed  their  guests ;  but 
the  thought  uppermost  in  their  minds  was  the  toast  of  "The 
Imperial  Forces"  of  their  Great  Empire.  (Loud  cheers.) 
The  toast  had  been  given  him  under  the  new  guise — it  was 
no  longer  "  The  Army,  the  Navy,  and  the  Reserve  Forces," 
but  "The  Imperial  Forces."  (Applause.)  With  regard  to 
the  Navy  they  had  great  cause  to  be  thankful,  and  during 
the  siege  of  Ladysmith  the  "  Handy  Man  "  had  proved  him- 
self ready  for  every  emergency.  (Loud  applause.)  They 
were  proud  of  their  Navy  and  Army,  which  had  shown  such 
patience  under  failure  and  bravery  in  disaster.  The  one 
good  thing  Mr.  Kruger  had  done  was  that  he  had  enabled 
them  to  show  the  whole  world  that  they  were  a  united 
empire.  When  they  saw  side  by  side  men  of  the  regular 
Army,  men  from  the  backwoods  of  Canada,  from  Australia, 
New'  Zealand,  and  Natal,  and  the  home  Volunteers— com- 
posed of  men  who  had  left  various  walks  of  civil  life,  willing 
and  anxiously  desirous  to  fight  for  the  advancement  of 
civilisation  and  for  their  country  and  empire — they  had 
reason  to  be  proud.  (Loud  applause.)  There  were  also 
many  other  men  allied  to  the  Society  who  had  gone  to  the 
front— men  of  the  medical  profession  and  pharmaceutical 
craft,  who  were  willingly  risking  their  lives  for  the  honour 
of  the  country.  (Loud  applause.)  He  had  the  pleasure  to 
couple  with  the  toast  the  name  of  Sir  Howard  Vincent,  M.P.. 
who  was  present  with  them  that  evening.  (Cheers.) 

Sir  Howard  Vincent,  in  responding,  said  it  had  been 
his  privilege  to  see  the  several  branches  of  the  Army  in  South 
Airica— Australians,  Canadians,  and  other  Colonials— and 
it  had  been  his  privilege  to  see  these  men  on  the  march,  at 
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the  base,  and  on  the  battlefield,  and  one  and  all  deserved 
the  highest  praise  which  could  be  given  them.  He  had 
hoped  that  one  of  the  representatives  of  surgery  who  had 
Jbeen  at  the  front  would  have  been  present  that  evening ; 
.but,  that  not  being  so,  he  had  the  greatest  pleasure  in 
bearing  testimony  to  the  magnificent  services  they  had 
rendered — how  great  was  the  courage  of  their  men,  how  ad- 
mirable the  discipline,  how  unfailing  their  endurance,  and 
how  perfect  were  the  arrangements  made  for  that  army  of 
220,000  men  now  carrying  the  Union  Jack  in  South  Africa. 
(Applause).  He  referred  especially  in  these  respects  to  that 
'branch  of  the  forces  which  brought  relief  and  comfort  to 
the  sick  and  wounded.  Of  all  commanders  in  the  field 
tthere  had  never  been  one  who  took  so  great  an  interest  as 
Lord  Roberts  in  all  the  arrangements,  great  and  small,  for 
the  comfort  and  health  of  the  vast  army  under  his  com- 


Sir  Howard  Vincent. 
Martial  Sir  Howard,  in  speech  that  was  telling, 
Spoke  of  the  pride  in  our  British  hearts  swelling. 

snand.  During  one  of  his  visits  of  inspection  to  a  hospital, 
in  going  from  bed  to  bed  Lord  Roberts  noticed  a  young 
soldier,  badly  injured,  of  whom  he  asked  whether  he  wanted 
anything.  The  man  replied,  "  I  want  to  be  sent  back  to 
the  front."  The  Commander-in-Chief  asked  what  regiment 
he  belonged  to.  "  Your  regiment,  sir,"  said  the  man, 
"  Roberts's  Horse,  and  Roberts's  Horse  must  always  be  in 
the  thick  of  the  fight."  Lord  Roberts  then  asked  his  name. 
"  Montgomery,"  replied  the  soldier.  Lord  Roberts  tapped 
his^  own  forehead  three  times  repeating  the  name,  and 
saying,  "Montgomery,  Montgomery  Montgomery,  if  ever 
.you  come  my  way,  make  yourself  known  to  me,  and  I  will 
put  you  in  the  front."  He  (the  speaker)  had  seen  many 
■armies  in  recent  times,  but  never  had  there  been  an  army 
in  the  field  in  which  the  medical  and  hospital  arrangements 
had  been  conducted  on  so  perfect  a  system  as  they  were  at 
the  present  time  in  South  Africa.  (Loud  applause.)  There 
was  one  omission  in  the  speech  of  Mr.  Walter  Hills. 
He  spoke  of  the  sons  of  the  empire  from  Canada,  Australia, 
•and  their  other  colonies,  and  they  knew  that  Mr.  Hills 
spoke  from  his  heart,  for  he  had  in  the  Imperial  Volunteers 
a  son— (loud  cheers) — not  in  any  great  position,  not  holding 
a  commission,  but  content  to  simply  do  his  duty  to  his 
■Queen  and  country  by  driving  the  wheeler  of  a  battery.  Of 
such  men  are  the  Army  and  our  Auxiliary  Forces  composed. 
{Long  cheering.) 
Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson  next  proposed 

"The  Houses  op  Parliament," 
and  said  ho  had  peculiar  pleasure  that  night  in  proposing 
the  toast  because  he  had  the  privilege  of  coupling  with  it 
the  names  of  two  gentlemen— one  of  the  Upper  House,  his 


Mr.  E.  A.  Eoeinsox. 

Councillor  Eobinson,  pla- 
cid and  prosy, 


honourable  friend,  Lord  Welby,  and  a  member  of  the  Lower 
House,  Mr.  J.  F.  Remnant,  M.P.  for  Holborn.  There  were 
two  great  measures  engaging  the 
attention  of  Parliament  at  the  present 
moment — namely,  the  Commonwealth 
Bill  of  the  Australian  colonies,  on 
which  he  had  had  the  opportunity  of 
hearing  the  views  of  the  delegates, 
and  could  say  that  the  eloquence 
and  the  force  with  which  they  backed 
their  views  was  magnetic  in  its  in- 
fluence. He  heard  their  opinions  and 
their  wishes  cheered  to  the  echo,  and 
after  the  speech  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary  'on  Monday  night  they 
all  felt  that  nothing  should  prevent 
an  amicable  settlement  of  this  great 
question — the  federation  of  their 
colonies.     The  other  matter  before 

Parliament  was  the  Companies  Bill.  Made  us  feel  slightly  de- 
There   was   no    question   that   the     jected  and  dozy. 
Limited   Liability  Acts  had  done 

much  good  for  the  country  in  safeguarding  capital,  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  there  had  grown  up  objectionable  practices, 
some,  he  feared,  of  a  fraudulent  nature.  With  regard  to 
companies,  it  was  felt  that  the  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  had  a  grievance.  In  1868  the  Pharmacy  Act  stated 
that  no  persons,  unless  they  had  certain  qualifications,  should 
carry  on  the  business  of  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  or 
chemist  and  druggist.  It  had  since  been  contended  that  a 
company  of  seven  or  more  registered  persons  did  not  come 
under  that  Act ;  the  Court  of  Appeal  of  the  House  of  Lords 
had  laid  it  down  that  a  corporation  of  seven  persons  did  not 
come  under  the  heading  of  a  person.  He  felt  sure  the 
members  of  the  Legislature  present  would  excuse  him  if  he 
asked  them  to  carefully  consider  whether  that  was  the 
intention  of  Parliament.  It  had  been  a  sore  point  with  the 
members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  some  time.  All 
they  wanted  was  a  fair  hearing  from  Parliament,  and  to 
know  if  they  intended  to  abide  by  the  decision  that  a  com- 
pany is  not  a  person.  The  question  was  of  interest  to  many 
others  besides  themselves  ;  it  affected  even  lawyers.  How 
would  his  friend  Mr.  Remnant  like  to  see  his  profession 
invaded  in  that  manner  ?  They  were  very  glad  to  welcome 
Lord  Welby,  and  were  much  honoured  by  his  presence.  He 
was  a  man  whose  great  experience  was  much  appreciated  on 
the  London  County  Council ;  his  position  as  Chairman  had 
been  said  to  be  the  highest  unsalaried  office  in  Europe.  They 
had  also  present  another  member  of  Parliament,  Dr. 
Farquharson,  and  the  Hon.  Waldegrave  Leslie,  who  was  an 
M.P.  many  years  ago,  and  whose  name  was  indissolubly 
associated  with  the  Pharmacy  Bill  of  1858. 

Lord  Welby,  replying,  said  they  had  not  had  a  very 
interesting  Session  in  Parliament,  but  had  now  returned  to 


Lord  Welby,  G.C.B.,  L.C.C. 

Welby,  patrician,  removed  from  the  rabble, 

Gave  a  slight  sketch  of  an  Upper  House  squabble. 

domestic  legislation.  The  great  war  which  was  engaging 
the  attention  of  the  country  at  the  present  time  had  left  no 
room  to  enter  into  the  details  of  home  legislation.    It  was 
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true  the  members  of  the  Upper  House  had  a  little  bit  of 
excitement  over  the  Child  Messengers  Bill  under  the  guid- 
ance of  the  lords  spiritual  and  the  Prime  Minister.  That, 
however,  was  only  a  bit  of  by-play. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Remnant,  M.P.,  also  replied.  He  said  he  would 
briefly  allude  to  one  or  two  points  out  of  the  many  he  had 


Mn.  J.  F.  Remnant,  M.P.,  L.C.C. 

Remnant,  to  Parliament  lately  elected, 
Said  we'd  perhaps  get  our  Bugbear  rejected. 

arranged  to  consider.  First  of  all,  he  wished  to  assure  Sir 
Howard  Vincent  that  they  appreciated  his  energy  and  self- 
devotion  on  behalf  of  the  Imperial  forces.  He  (Sir  Howard 
Vincent)  was  not  content  to  stay  at  home,  but  went  to  see 
for  himself  what  was  going  on  at  the  front.  They  were  glad 
to  welcome  him  back.  The  most  prominent  question  before 
the  House  of  Commons  would  shortly  be  that  of  the  final 
settlement  in  South  Africa — (cries  of  "  Annex  I  ") — whether 
the  two  Republics  at  present  at  war  with  them  should  be 
incorporated  with  the  British  Empire — (cries  of  "Yes, 
yes  !  ") — or  be  allowed  to  have  a  position  from  which  they 
might  in  a  few  years  renew  their  hostility  to  England. 
(No,  no  !)  He  (the  speaker)  was  determined  to  support  the 
Government  by  every  means  in  his  power,  and  see  that  the 
two  Republics  were  annexed  and  incorporated.  Two  Bills 
had  been  mentioned  that  evening — the  Commonwealth  Bill 
of  Australia  and  the  Companies  Bill.  As  regards  the  first, 
there  ought  to  be  very  little  in  the  way  of  it  becoming  an 
Act.  Australia  was  as  ready  as  they  were  to  make  all 
reasonable  concessions,  and  he  saw  nothing  to  prevent  the 
two  parties  from  bringing  the  matter  to  a  successful  issue. 
Referring  to  the  Companies  Bill,  he  would  undertake  to  give 
it  very  careful  consideration,  and  there  was  every  reason  to 
believe  that  he  would  not  differ  in  any  degree  from  the  views 
laid  down  by  Mr.  Robinson. 

Mr.  S.  R  A'l  KINS  next  proposed 

"The  Medical  Profession." 

He  ventured  to  think  that  in  no  assembly  of  men  would  that 
toast  be  received  with  greater  cordiality  than  in  an  assembly 
of  pharmacists.  Physicians,  he  said,  assisted  them  in  many 
ways.  They  helped  or  accelerated  their  arrival  into  this 
world,  and  did  all  they  could  to  retard  their  departure.  They 
were  deeply  indebted  to  them  for  many  benefits  in  the 
interval,  for  however  erratically  pharmacists  might  prescribe 
for  others,  they  never  prescribed  for  themselves.  He  thought 
the  highest  compliment  he  could  pay  to  the  medical  profes- 
sion was  to  say  that  when  they  in  the  remote  provinces 
came  up  to  London  to  consult  a  distinguished  specialist  for 
any  complaint  they  happen  to  be  suffering  from,  the  opinion 
of  the  specialist  was  taken  as  that  of  a  final  court  of  appeal. 
Not  simply  as  citizens  did  they  value  the  benefits  which 
were  obtained  from  medical  meD,  but  as  pharmacists  they 
appreciated  them,  and  there  was  no  community  of  -men  who 
could  appreciate  the  medical  profession  so  much  as  pharma- 
cists did,  seeing  that  pharmacy  was,  they  claimed,  part  of 
medicine  itself— call  it  the  fourth  estate,  or  any  other  estate 
they  liked.  Mr.  Atkins  then  referred  to  the  enormous  pro- 
gress which  had  taken  place  in  medicine  and  surgery  during 
the  Queen's  reign,  and  remarked  that  the  old  tale  of 


"  Humpty  Dumpty  "  would  be  no  longer  true  at  the  present 
day,  for  he  ventured  to  think  that  should  "Humpty  Dumpty  " 
now  fall  off  the  wall,  a  great  London  surgeon  would  be  found 
to  collect  the  particles  and  reanimate  them.  (Laughter.)  Re- 
garding the  relation  of  pharmacy  to  medicine,  which  was,  he 
admitted,  a  delicate  subject,  and  had  to  be  carefully  treated, 
the  opinion  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  that  medical 
men  should  diagnose  and  prescribe,  and  that  pharmacists 
should  prepare  their  remedies  and  dispense.  Of  course,  like 
all  human  arrangements,  this  was  a  variable  quantity,  but 
they  had  fought  for  this  ideal,  and  he  contended  that  they 
had  consistently  practised  this  as  an  ethic.  He  referred 
with  pleasure  to  the  recognition  which  pharmacists  had 
received  in  the  compilation  of  the  Pharmacopoeia.  They 
had  talked  and  argued  over  that  matter  for  many  years,  but 
he  thought  their  .true  position  had  at  last  been  reached. 
They  had  placed  their  fine  laboratories  and  their  dis- 
tinguished professors  at  the  disposal  of  the  General  Medical 
Council  solely  for  the  benefit  of  that  great  Pharmacopoeia, 
and  they  at  last  had  that  position  accorded  to  them  which 
he  contended  was  their  right.  Regarding  medical  men  at 
the  front,  he  said  that  no  one  appreciated  the  services  of 
surgeons  at  the  front  more  than  he  did.  From  his  distin- 
guished namesake — (laughter) — for  whom  he  did  not  in  the 
least  apologise,  but  was  very  proud  of  having  such  a  poor 
relation,  | right  up  to  Lord  Roberts,  the  skill  and  disinterested- 
ness of  the  surgeons  who  had  gone  out  to  help  them  was 
appreciated  to  the  full.  He  referred  not  only  to  the  surgeons 
on  the  field  of  battle,  but  also  to  those  who  worked  in  the 
hospitals.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Dr.  Church,  replying,  said  medicine  was  practised  in  so 
many  ways  and  under  so  many  diverse  conditions  that  it  was 
extremely  difficult  to  properly  return  thanks  for  such  a  toast, 
but  there  was  no  section  of  his  profession  which  was  not 
indebted  to  pharmacists  for  the  good  work  done  to  the 
present  generation.  He  congratulated  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  on  the  eminent  position  which  it  had  achieved. 
It  was  instituted,  he  believed,  many  years  ago  to  unite 
chemists  and  druggists,  to  safeguard  their  interests,  and  to 
advance  the  art  and  science  of  pharmacy.  That  position,  he 
thought,  had  now  been  attained  by  them,  seeing  that  they 
had  the  entire  control  of  pharmacy  in  this  country.  Every 


Dr.  Selby  Church, 

Grave  Selby  Church,  in  dignified  manner, 
Took  Pharmacy  under  the  medical  banner. 


practitioner  of  medicine  had  reason  to  be  grateful  to  the 
pharmacists  for  the  purity,  accuracy,  and  portability  of  the 
drugs  of  the  present  day.  He  had  learned  with  extreme 
pleasure  of  the  action  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  taken 
recently  in  connection  with  the  question  of  the  standardisa- 
tion of  sera.  The  question  had  been  put  to  them  and  also  to 
the  Royal  Colleges  by  the  Government.  He  was  very 
gratified  at  the  answer  the  Council  had  given  to  the  Home 
Office,  and  although  the  matter  had  not  been  placed  before 
the  colleges  yet,  and  their  official  answer  given,  he  saw  no 
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reason  why  they  should  not  meet  the  Government  in  such  a 
way  as  would  make  a  perfectly  feasible  and  workable 
arrangement  between  the  Government  and  the  medical  pro- 
fession. The  time  had  long  gone  past  when  pharmacy  was 
subservient  to  the  medical  profession.  They  each  had  their 
.separate  duties  to  perform,  and  he  thought  pharmacists  did 
theirs  well  and  honourably.  With  regard  to  the  recognition 
of  pharmacists  in  connection  with  the  compilation  of  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia,  he  had  only  lately  ceased  to  be  a 
member  of  the  General  Medical  Council,  and  he  was  pleased 
to  note  that  the  arrangements  had  given  much  satisfaction 
to  both  bodies. 
Mr.  Michael  Carteighe,  in  proposing  the  toast  of 

"  Science," 

reminded  those  present  that  pharmacy  was  not  a  science. 
It  was  an  art  based  upon  a  science.  He  saw  no  reason  why 
he  should  be  called  upon  to  propose  this  toast  except  that  as 
one  of  the  "old  moons"  a  compliment  had  to  be  paid  to 
him.  Science,  he  continued,  must  be  regarded  from  two 
points  of  view,  the  first  being  research.  Of  the  enormous 
strides  made  in  the  Victorian  era,  and  the  enormous  advan- 
tages given  to  mankind  during  that  time,  he  had  no  observa- 
tions of  importance  to  make,  but  regarding  the  second  point 
— that  of  scientific  teaching — he  would  like  to  tender  a  few 
remarks.  The  point  to  which  teaching  of  science  had  now 
attained  was  hardly  contemplated  in  his  early  da3's.  At  that 
remote  period  there  was  a  number  of  distinguished  men 
lighting  tooth-and-nail  for  the  recognition  of  science  as  a 
method  and  an  essential  of  culture.  That  those  men  had 
achieved  fame  was  proved  by  the  statues  which  have  since 
been  erected  to  their  memory,  but  he  well  remembered  the 
time  when  such  men  as  Huxley,  Tyndall,  and  Herbert  Spencer 
were  fighting  for  the  recognition  of  science  as  a  branch 
of  learning.  That  had  now  come  to  be  looked  upon  as  a 
.v'ftc  qua  non,  and  if  it  was  a  branch  of  learning  for  anybody, 
surely  it  was  for  pharmacists.  Things  had  changed.  Science 
had  now  been  recognised  by  the  two  older  universities  in  this 
country.  He  was  proud  to  state  it  had  long  before  that 
been  recognised  by  the  Scottish  Universities,  aud  degrees  of 
science  were  now  to  be  obtained  in  each  of  these  seats  of 
learning.  The  teaching  of  science  must  be  approached 
with  some  caution.  There  were  those  of  them  in  1868  who 
thought  that  examination  was  enough  to  ensure  the  proper 
qualification  of  a  highly-trained  man.  They  all  recognised 
that  examinations  were  necessary  evils,  and  that  highly- 
trained  men  were  a  necessity.  During  the  last  ten  years  the 
progress  in  the  teaching  of  science  was  highly  to  be  com- 
mended, and  science  had  become  an  important  factor  in 
their  daily  life.  It  had  been  found  useful  in  every  depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  and  even  in  South  Africa  he 
thought  he  was  justified  in  stating  that  science  had  contri- 
buted its  share  to  the  general  success.  No  man  had  con- 
tributed more  to  this  progress  than  Sir  William  Abney.  He 
was  the  head  of  the  Scientific  Department  of  the  Government, 
and  he  was  also  Controller  of  the  Science  and  Art  Depart- 
ment, but,  besides,  he  was  an  experimental  philosopher  of 
the  highest  type.  His  work  in  physics  was  recognised  by 
all  scientific  men.  He  was  the  best  exponent  of  science  in 
their  civil  and  military  service.  He  was,  at  one  time,  an 
engineer  officer  belonging  to  the  scientific  branch  of  the 
Army,  and  the  Government  was  not  slow  in  recognising  his 
ability  and  securing  his  services  for  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
munity. Besides  all  these  qualifications,  he  was  known  as 
an  expert  in  physical  research  in  connection  with 
.astronomy,  and,  if  he  might  put  it  that  way.  he 
was  the  most  popular  photographer  in  the  country. 
1o  be  respectable  nowadays  one  must  belong  to  the  Koyal 
Society— (laughter) — and  he,  wishing  to  be  respectable, 
went  once  to  hear  Sir  William  Abney  give  an  important 
disquisition  on  the  relation  of  that  mode  of  motion  which 
results  in  the  ultra-violet  rays  of  the  spectrum  and  the 
invisible  heat  rays.  The  lecture  was  one  which  he  would 
never  forget,  and  before  it  finished  Sir  William  Abney  had 
shown  them  the  invisible  rays.  Besides  being  a  philosopher 
and  a  man  of  science,  Sir  William  Abney  was  also  a  moun- 
taineer, "  and,  as  everyone  knows,"  concluded  the  speaker, 
"  a  mountaineer  must  be  a  Man."    (Laughter  and  applause.) 

Sir  William  Aisney  said  the  first  part  of  Mr.  Carteighe's 
speech  as  to  the  division  of  science  was  perfectly  satisfac-  . 
tory,  but  he  was  less  satisfied  with  the  second  portion,  when 


he  referred  to  someone  who  evidently  ought  to  have  been 
present  that  evening  but  who  was  absent.  (Laughter.)  He 
was  not  aware  until  that 
evening  that  any  namesake 
of  his  had  such  a  distin- 
guished reputation.  (Laugh- 
ter.) He  thought,  moreover, 
that  the  toast  of  "  Science  " 
had  been  misplaced  on  the 
list ;  it  should  have  been  in- 
cluded in  the  three  preceding 
toasts.  Taking  the  first,  that 
of  "  The  Imperial  Forces,"  he 
very  much  questioned  if  any 
material  success  would  have 
been  obtained  by  Lord 
Roberts  had  it  not  been  for 
science,  for  not  only  were 
the  sciences  of  strategy  and 
tactics  required,  but  the  sci- 


Sm  William  Abney. 


ences  of  engineering  and  the  Abney    the     courteous,  distin- 
manufacture   of   guns    and     guished  and  crispy, 
explosives.     Regarding   the  Showed  us  that  Science  was  not 
second,  he  could  only  speak  will-o'-the-wispy. 
with  bated   breath  in  the 

presence  of  such  a  number  of  distinguished  representatives  of 
the  House,  but  he  could  not  help  wishing  that  more  science 
could  be  introduced  into  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  If  so, 
administration,  he  thought,  would  proceed  better  and  educa- 
tion would  progress,  and  those  questions  which  involved  science 
would  be  treated  with  more  respect  when  they  came  up  for 
consideration.  At  a  banquet  which  he  recently  attended  a 
distinguished  man  of  science,  replying  for  the  same  toast, 
went  back  6,000  years.  (Laughter.)  He  would  not  go  back 
so  far  as  that,  but  the  last  fifteen  years,  he  thought,  showed 
great  progress  in  the  teaching  of  science.  As  far  as  the 
education  in  science  was  'concerned,  he  had  played  some 
part  during  that  time,  and  although  Government  did  not 
bother  much  with  science  itself,  they  were  always  willing  to 
provide  funds  for  education,  and  scientific  instruction  was 
proceeding  satisfactorily.  Some  years  ago  the  instruction 
of  pupils  in  science  was  limited  to  two  or  three  laboratories 
throughout  the  wdiole  country,  whilst  at  the  present 
day  there  were  nearly  700  laboratories,  teaching  from 
18,000  to  20,000  students,  and  in  fifteen  years  that  was 
something  to  boast  of.  Finally,  he  thought  that  if  they 
mixed  a  little  science  with  that  characteristic  of  the  Briton 
— dogged  perseverance — they  would  not  only  be  able  to 
overcome  their  adversaries  in  South  Africa,  but  they  would 
win  victories  in  the  fields  of  commerce  and  industry  not 
hitherto  dreamt  of.  (Loud  applause.) 
Mr.  T.  Bailey  Saunders,  M.A.,  in  proposing 

"The  Pharmaceutical  Society," 

expressed  his  sincere  regret  that  he  had  no  personal 
acquaintance  with  the  field  which  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  covered,  but  he  could  well  imagine  the  invaluable 
services  which  it  rendered  to  the  community  when  he  con- 
sidered the  implicit  confidence  which  the  public  put  in  the 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  and  when  he  thought  that  not  so 
many  years  ago  the  physician  had  to  grow  his  own  drugs 
in  his  own  garden.  Pharmacists  had  become  recognised 
guardians  of  the  public.  It  was  the  educational  side  of 
their  business  in  which  he  was  more  particularly  interested, 
and  he  went  on  to  refer  to  the  new  scheme  for  the  First 
examination  which  is  to  be  instituted  during  the  present 
year.  He  thought  their  new  departure  a  good  one,  for 
it  would  keep  out  men  whom  nature  had  not  designed 
for  pharmaceutical  chemists.  The  Society  was  obviously 
fully  alive  to  the  danger  which  would  accrue  from  the 
exclusive  pursuit  of  a  special  subject,  and  rightly  held 
that  their  members  must  possess  general  as  well  as  special 
knowledge.  He  then  spoke  of  the  recognition  of  the  School 
of  Pharmacy  by  the  University  of  London,  and  of  Drs.  Collie 
and  Green  and  Mr.  Greenish  being  members  of  the  Board.  He 
thought  the  direct  result  of  that  proceeding  would  have  good 
influence  on  the  character  of  their  training  in  scientific 
instruction.  What  the  direct  effect  would  be  to  the  students 
he  was  not  able  to  state,  but  he  was  personally  of  opinion 
that  a  special  provision  might  be  made  for  a  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science  for  a  student  wdio  had  passed  the  earlier 
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examination  of  the  University  and  who  undertook  pharma- 
ceutical research.  He  trusted  the  new  arrangement  would 
be  an  additional  inducement  to  students,  and  would  help  to 
realise  the  hope,  which  he  believed  was  held  by  the  best 
pharmaceutical  chemists,  that  no  student  should  obtain  his 
qualification  who  had  not  been  through  a  regular  course  of 
instruction  under  proper  guidance.  In  France  the  pharma- 
cies, was  not  only  proud  of  obtaining  his  qualification,  but 
also  of  his  regular  cours3  of  study  and  his  scientific  teacher. 
A  friend  of  his  found  a  poor pharmaeien  in  a  remote  country 
village  who  told  him  that  he  had  learned  science  under 
Fremy  and  Berthelot.  He  hoped  that  the  future  pharmaceu- 
tical chemist  of  England  would  not  be  content  unless  he 
was  able  to  say  that  he  had  been  trained  under  Collie  and 
Green.  (Laughter.) 

The  Vice-President  (Mr.  Newsholme)  prefaced  his  reply 
with  the  intimation  that  he  had  received  letters  of  regret 
for  absence  from  the  President  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  and  Sir  Frederick  Abel.  He  referred  sympatheti- 
cally to  the  absence  of  Mr.  Martindale  in  South  Africa  for 
the  benefit  of  his  health,  and  said  that  it  was  the  first  time, 
to  his  knowledge,  that  the  Vice-President  had  to  take  Ihe 
place  of  his  chief  at  one  of  their  annual  dinners.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society  had  always  laid  stress  on  the  edu- 
cational part  as  having  the  most  important  influence  on 
their  business.    It  was  by  education  alone  that  progress 


The  Vice-Pbesident. 

Thus  the  Vice — "  All  we  want  for  the  good  times  to  come 
Is  to  have  a  compulsory  curricula??!.." 

could  be  made  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  become  a 
distinguished  body.  With  regard  to  the  alteration  in  the 
Preliminary  examination,  the  Council  had  long  recognised 
that  the  examination-standard  was  far  too  low,  and  that  men 
of  a  type  which  were  not  wanted  had  hitherto  got  into  the 
trade.  It  was  an  important  matter  that  their  profession  had 
been  recognised  as  part  of  the  London  University.  What 
they  had  always  lacked,  however,  was  a  compulsory 
curriculum,  and  it  had  been  emphasised  by  Mr.  Pailey 
Saunders  that  night  that  any  scheme  that  involved  a  degree 
must  include  a  curriculum.  Reciprocity  between  Ihe 
Australian  Societies  and  themselves  had  lately  been  brought 
forward,  and  he  was  convinced  that  such  reciprocity  could 
not  be  effected  unless  there  was  evidence  of  training,  and  in 
his  opinion  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
ought  to  set  the  example  by  instituting  a  compulsory 
curriculum.  The  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Society 
were  begininng  to  recognise  that  such  was  a  desideratum 
and  that  it  must  be  brought  about  at  an  early  date. 
The  Chairman  then  gave 

"  Our  Guests," 

coupling  the  toast  with  the  names  of  the  Hon.  G.  Waldegrave 
Leslie,  Sir  J.  Crichton  Browne,  and  Dr.  Thorpe. 

The  Hon.  G.  Waldegrave  Leslie  said  he  felt  singularly 
honoured  at  being  allowed  to  respond.  He  had  the  privilege 
of  being  entrusted  with  the  introduction  of  the  Pharmacy  Act 


into  the  House  of  Commons  thirty-two  years  ago.  When1 
he  rose  to  ask  permission  to  bring  in  the  Bill,  the  House 
laughed,  and  said,  "What  do  you  know  about  pharmacy?"" 
He  said,  "  I  know  nothing  at  all  about  it,  but  on  the  day 
appointed  I  assure  you  I  shall  be  so  well  coached  up  that  I1 
will  convince  you  of  the  just  claims  of  the  Pharmaceutical* 
Society."  (Hear,  hear.)  Thanks  to  Mr.  Hills  and  Mn. 
Blake,  he  was  so  coached  that  when  the  clay  came  he  was 
able  to  state  his  case  agreeably  to  the  House,  and  so  was 
the  means  of  enabling  the  Legislature  to  pass  the  Act.  It 
hail  since  been  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  all  of  them,  and  if  it 
was  necessary  to  amend  the  Act  as  time  passed,  he  would 
be  quite  ready,  with  their  permission,  to  undertake  the 
labour ;  but  he  was  not  in  Parliament  at  the  present  time. 
He  concluded  by  returning  thanks  for  the  great  honour  the 
members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  did  him  thirty- 
two  years  ago,  and  for  including  him  among  the  guests  that 
evening. 

Sir  J.  Ckichton  Browne  said  his  was  a  case  of  counter- 
prcsciibing  of  the  rankest  description,  for  not  until  two 
minutes  before  had   he   the  ghost  of  an   idea  that  he 
would  be  called  upon  to  speak,  and  therefore  "  Unhousell'd, 
disappointed,  and  unannealed,"  with  all  his  imperfections, 
he  stood  before  them.    (Laughter  and  applause.)    He  re- 
membered, in  a  report  of  a  benevolent  institution  he  had 
read  recently,  it  was  stated  that,  notwithstanding  the  large 
amount  paid  for  medicines  during  the  year,  the  deaths  had 
been  comparatively  trifling.     (Laughter.)    That  statement 
brought  the  pessimistic  view  to  their  minds,  which  was  often 
put  before  them,  of  the  harmful  use  of  drugs.    In  fact,  the  ] 
lethal  effect  of  drugs  formed  the  foundation  for  many  of  the 
current  jokes  of  the  period.     Coming  as  he  did  from 
the  north  of  the  Tweed,  it  had  been  his  misfortune  to  be 
twitted  and  rallied  with  variants  on  that  slander,  first  pro- 
mulgated, he  believed,  by  the  late  Sidney  Smith,  as  to  the 
insensibility 'of  a  Scotchman  to  a  joke  unless  he  were  made 
the  subject  of  a  surgical  operation.    That  statement  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  denying;  on  the  other  hand,  he  was  con- 
vinced that  there  was  no  more  richly-humorous  nation  in  \ 
the  world  than  the  Scotch.    (Great  laughter.)  Therefore, 
when  pharmacists  are  lampooned  by  ribald  nonsense  as  to 
the  deleterious  effects  of  their  drugs,  they  may  take  it  as  a  J 
homage  to  their  usefulness  and  appreciation.    He  was  in- 
clined to  think  that  the  remedial  power  of  medicine  was  ! 
sheer  affectation,  for  never  in  the  history  of  the  world  were  j 
more  drugs  consumed  than  at  the  present  time,  never  was  j 
there  a  greater  multiplicity  of  drugs  ;  and  he  supposed  in 
this,  as  in  every  other  case,  the  supply  was  relative  to  the 
demand.    The  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  in  a  prosperous 
condition,  doing  much  good  work,  ancl  giving  fine  entertain- 
ments— (laughter)— and  he  judged  that  the  prosperity  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  depended  upon  the  faith  of  the  i 
public  in  a  materia  medica.     In  these  days  of  hygiene,  : 
hydropathy,  climate,  and  massage,  there  are  many  rivals  , 
playing  their  part  in  the  conflict  with  disease,  but  drugs 
held  their  own.    In  every  department  of  medicine  there  is 
a  revival  of  the  belief  of  the  beneficial  influence  of  drugs, 
both  in  those  old  and  well-established  drugs  which  have  sur-  j 
vived  from  antiquity,  and  in  those  of  the  present  day  with  , 
names  which  gave  one  a  giddiness  to  read  them.  (Laughter.) 
Moreover,  he  was  convinced  that  the  greater  class  of  persons 
for  whom  physicians  were  called  upon  to  prescribe  were  ■ 
invalids  who  had  nothing  the  matter  with  them.  (Laughter.) 
There  were  many  robust  invalids  who  would  be  very  much 
insulted  if  they  were  told  that  it  would  be  better  for  them  . 
if  they  gave  up  the  daily  use  of  their  tablets,  or  their 
jelloids,  or  whatever  their  pet   medicine    happened  to 
be.     (Laughter.)     It  was  a  striking  fact  that  many  un-  ; 
fortunate  beings  go  through  the  whole  noseology  in  their 
own  persons.     (Laughter.)    Discarding  the  lighter  vein, 
Sir  James  expressed  regret  that,  while  a  number  of  eminent 
consulting-surgeons  hacl  been  despatched  to  the  seat  of  war, 
no  consulting  physicians  had  been  sent.  The  number  of  deaths 
from  enteric  fever  was  mounting  up  daily  in  a  way  that  was  out 
of  all  proportion  to  the  strictly  military  casualties  which.  ^ 
thanks  to  Lord  Roberts's  splendid  strategy  and  economy  ot  . 
life  in  his  campaign,  were  now  comparatively  trifling.  Every 
death  from  enteric  fever  must,  he  said,  represent  four  cases 
of  the  disease. 

Dr.   T.  E.  Thorpe  also  briefly  replied,  then  everyone 

scurried  for  home. 
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Annual  Meeting. 

The  attendance  at  the  fifty-ninth  annual  meeting  of  the 
members  of  the  Society  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  "as 
1  not  above  the  average.    About  sixty  were  present  at  noon, 
\  and  the  number  gradually  increased  to  a  hundred  or  so  by 
^  one  o'clock,  apart  from  the  members  of  the  Council.  Mr. 

Newsholme  (Vice-President)  came  into  the  lecture-theatre 
;;  at  12.3  p.m.,  the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  Solicitor  accom- 
panying him,  and  most  of  the  members  of  the  Council, 
:  except  Messrs.  Bateson,  Johnston,  and  Storrar.  There  had 
been  the  usual  meeting  of  the  Council  to  arrange  the  order 
of  business,  but  to  this  the  C.  <f  D.  was  not  admitted. 

The  proceedings  commenced  by  the  Secretary  reading  the 
notice  convening  the  meeting,  ar.d  it  was  agreed  to  take  as 
read  the 

Annual  Report. 

The  Vice-President  said :  Gentlemen,  inriaingto  move  that 
the  report  be  received,  adopted,  and  entered  on  the  minutes 
of  the  Society,  and,  before  referring  to  any  details  of  that 
report,  1  should  like  to  take  the  opportunity  of  apologising 
for  my  position  in  the  chair  to-day. 

A  Voice  :  We  cannot  accept,  and  do  not  want,  an  apology. 
S  (Cheers.) 

The  Vice-President  :  You  most  of  you  know  that  I  am  here 
■  as  our  President  (Mr.  Martindale)  is  not  in  good  health.  Most 
of  you  know  that  in  consequence  of  the  advice  of  his 
|  physician  Mr.  Martindale   has   been   obliged  to   take  a 
;  lengthened  holiday,  and  will  be  absent  for  some  weeks — in 
J  fact,  till  June — and  I  am  only,  I  am  sure,  expre-sing  your 
wish  when  I  say  that  we  all  hope  he  will  come  back  to  this 
country  fully  restored  to  health.    I  believe,  in  fact,  that  the 
I  Vice-President  of  the  Society  has  not  for  many  years  been 
called  upon  to  occupy  the  chair  at  the  annual  meeting. 
I  Certainly  it  is  not  within  my  recollection,  which  extends  to 
|  something  like  thirteen  years,  that  the  Vice-President  has 
1  had  to  occupy  the  position.    Personally,  I  cannot  recollect 
j  that  it  has  happened,  but  I  have  been  informed  on  good 
I  authority  that  on  one  or  two  occasions  the  Vice-President 
has  in  the  years  gone  by  had  to  take  the  position  of  his 
chief.    This  shows  one  thing — that  our  Presidents  have 
been  always  ready  and  willing  to  do  their  duty,  and  I  cannot 
recollect  that  the  present  one  has  on  any  occasion  been 
absent  from  any  ordinary  meetings  of  the  Society.    We  all 
know  that  if  a  gentleman  takes  up  the  position  of  President 
it  is  a  very  onerous  one,  and  requires  a  very  strict  attention 
to  duty,  and  none  of  our  Presidents  have  ever  neglected 
their  duty  in  performing  every  task  attaching  to  the  office. 
(Cheers.)    Twelve  months  ago  my  friend  and  your  member 
of  Council,  Mr.  Walter  Hills,  the  immediate  past-President 
speaking  on  the  annual  report,  prophesied  that  during  the 
coming  year  the 

Financial  Affairs 
of  the  Society  would  be  in  a  much  better  position.  I  am 
here  now  in  the  name  of  the  Council  to  say  that  that  pro- 
phecy has  in  a  large  measure  been  fulfilled.  (Loud  cheers.) 
It  has  been  fulfilled  in  many  ways,  but  I  will  not  occupy 
your  time  now  at  any  length  as  you  have  before  you  the 
financial  statement  and  report  for  the  year,  which  affords  all 
explanations.  Dealing  first  of  all  with  the  revenue-account 
you  have  placed  before  you  figures  which,  I  think,  will  be 
clear  to  every  member  of  the  Society.  I  take  it  that  every 
member  will  have  read  that  statement  and  looked  through 
that  account,  and  therefore  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  refer 
in  detail  to  many  of  the  items.  However,  I  wish  to  refer  to 
the  more  prominent  ones,  and  I  will  first  take  the  revenue- 
account.  On  the  income  side  we  have,  on  the  "first" 
examination,  2791.  more  than  last  year.  This  is  an  excep- 
tional year,  inasmuch  as  next  year  there  will  be  no  longer 
preliminary  examinations  conducted  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  There  have  been  1,711  entered  for  the  "  first " 
'■xamination  instead  of  1,512  in  1898.  There  will  be  a  little 
difference  in  the  account  next  year  because  we  shall  have  a 
fixed  sum  of  21.  2s.  which  will  appear  on  the  income  side  of 
the  statement,  and  this  means  tin  re  will  be  no  expenses 
incurred  in  carrying  on  the  examination,  as  this  Society  will 
accept  certain  certificates  well  known  to  most  of  you.  To 
deal  with  the  Minor  examinations,  we  have  had  an  increase 
over  last  year  in  revenue  of  618'  ,  and  that  means  that  the 


number  of  those  entered  for  examination  lias  been  1,850 
instead  of  1.7C8  for  the  previous  3  ear.  As  to  Major  examina- 
tions, the  accounts  show  a  slight  falling-c -ff.  This  year,  wit'i 
106  entered,  as  against  111  last  year,  and  last  year  the 
number  was  a  little  smaller  than  the  year  previous.'  It  is,  5 
consider,  a  little  unfortunate  that  men  do  not  go- in  for  a; 
Major  examination  more  than  they  do,  anil  some  of  us,  at  all- 
events,  think  it  is  highly  desirable  that  men  should  go  for  the- 
higher  examination.  (Hear,  hear.)  With  reference  to  the 
school  it  will  be  gratifying  to  you  to  see  that  the  school  is  in. a 
flourishing  condition,  and  shows  an  increase  in  fees  of  80/. 
over  the  previous  year.  (Cheers.)  The  most  gratifying-  '■ 
feature  to  all  of  us,  the  Council  included,  must,  I,  am  sure,  . 
be  the  fact  that  the  membership  of  the  Society  has  increased* 
very  largely.  (Loud  cheers.)  You  will  notice  in  this  con- 
nection, in  the  statement  before  you,  that  the  income  arising 
from  members  is  6.871/.,  as  against  4,802/.  last  year,  an 
increase  of  nearly  2,000/.  in  the  year.  I  was  sanguine  thM 
the  passing  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1898  would  be  followed 
by  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  our  members, 
but  I  hoped  it  would  have  been  more  than  it  actually  has-: 
been,    'there  is  one  thing  that  shows  the  rather  .  r 

Satisfactory  Position  of  the  Craft 

at  the  present  time.    Under  the  heading  life-subscriptions,- 
we  have  the  sum  of  672/.    That  is  a  large  item,  and  shows-- 
that  amongst  our  people,  at  any  rate,  money  is  plentiful,  and 
that  they  are  ready  to  put  down  10/.  for  their  life  member- 
ship instead  of  merely  paying  the  annual  subscriptions-.' 
(Laughter  and  cheers.)    To  take  the  other  side  of  the- 
account,  I  refer  to  the  small  item  for  carriage  on  books  and 
paicels.    You  will  notice  that  this  year  the  carriage  on. 
books  is  a  little  over  13/.,  as  against  16/.  last  year.    Eeing  a> 
provincial  man  I  am  interested  in  that  item,  and  I  must  say 
I  think  your  library  might  be  made  more  use  of.  Consider- 
ing the  small  amount  it  costs  to  get  books  down  to  the 
country,  I  am  surprised  that  it  should  be  so  little  used: 
Considering  the  magnificent  library  we  have  here,  I  do  think 
better  use  ought  to  be  made  of  it  in  the  province?.  (Hear, 
hear.)    Then  there  is  the  item  of  526/.  for  fees  to  superin- 
tendence, and  fees  to  the  College  of  Preceptors  for  conduct-' 
ing  the  first  examination.    This,   after  July  next,  will 
practically  disappear,  and  in  the  next  statement  of  account 
a  much  smaller  sum  will  appear  there.    There  will  be  a 
clear  21.  2s.  accepted  by  the  Society  without  any  expenses-, 
attached  to  it  in  connection  with  the  passing  of  the  fir  i 
examination  as  at  present.    Then  I  come  to  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Journal.  I  think  the  lesser  cost  of  the  Journal  this  year 
must  be  very  gratifying  to  the  members  of  the  Society,  as  it 
is  also  to  the  Council.    On  this  point  I  should  like  to  makc- 
a  comparison   to  this   extent  that  the  balance   of  the 
Journal  account  is  1,675/.,  as  against  2,252/.   for  1898; 
that  means  the    cost  on  the  year's  working   has  been 
nearly  600/.  less.    This  result  is  the  more  satisfactory  as- 
the  Journal  has   not  been  pinched  in  any  way,  but  on. 
the  contrary,  I  venture  to  think  been  improved.    But  what 
is  more  important  still  is  that  while  the  cost  has  been  so 
much  less  for  the  year,  there  has  been  an  increase  of  1,000' 
in  circulation  of  the  Journal,  which  I  think  we  must  admit 
is  very  gratifying.    (Cheers  )    I  do  not  think,  as  Mr.  Hills 
ventured  to  prophesy  last  year,  as  regards  the  affairs  of  the 
Company,  that  there  will  be  any  falling  off  in  this  matter 
of  saving  in  the  working  of  the  Journal.    I  prophesy — and  ■ 
I  think  I  may  safely  do  it — that  there  is  even  a  tendency  to  - 
more  economy  in  the  conduct  of  the  Journal.    I  think  the 
gentleman  who  will  occupy  the  chair  next  year  will  come  to- 
the  same  conclusion  as  myself,  and  have  profited  by  my 
i  prophecy,  and  be  able  to  say,  as  your  Chairman  said  last 
year,  there  has  been  a  saving.    This  has  been  done  without 
any  great  alteration  in  the  Journal  except  in  the  way  of 
improvement.    (Cheers.)    I  will  not  say  anything  more  on 
the  subject  at  the  present  time,  as  I  have  before  me  a  notice 
of  resolution;  and  gentlemen  anxious  to  say  anything  on 
the  subject  can  do  so  when  the  proper  time  comes.  Then, 
as  to 

Repairs  and  Alterations;     •  '.  , 

looking  down  the  statement  you  will  see  the  sum  of  1,700/ 
odd.  That  looks  like  a  large  sum  of  money,  but  I  may  tell 
you  that  it  has  been  expended  very  largely  in  redecorating, 
the  interior  of  Number  16.    While  practically,  in  1891,  some.- 
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money  was  spent  on  those  premises  in  the  way  of  redecora- 
tion,  since  then  they  have  not  been  touched  until  the  present 
time  ;  and  I  think  you  will  admit  it  was  necessary,  after  an 
interval  of  eight  years,  that  something  should  be  done  in 
the  way  of  redecoration.  There  is  this  to  be  said — that, 
with  larger  premises  and  increased  activity  in  various 
departments,  there  must  necessarily  be  associated  growing 
bills  for  repairs  and  alterations.  This  building  is  much 
larger  than  when  I  came  on  the  Council,  at  any  rate,  and 
the  expense  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  Society  and  in 
effecting  repairs  must  necessarily  cost  a  little  more  than 
before.  There  is,  in  this  statement  here,  a  new  charge 
which  has  not  appeared  before,  with  regard  to  electric 
service  and  fittings.  I  do  not  think  anyone  has  anything  to 
eavil  at  in  that  at  all,  as  we  felt  it  to  be  a  necessity  that 
the  electric  light  should  be  put  on.  Our  staff  have  to  work  late 
on  many  occasions,  and  I  am  sure  you  will  all  be  glad  to  know 
they  are  working  under  the  most  comfortable  circumstances. 
Then  there  is  another  item,  as  to  the  cost  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  1898.  I  shall  not  say  much  about  that ;  but  I  am  sure 
we  all  feel  it  is  one  of  the  best  things  ever  done  for  the 
Society,  more  especially  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  one 
effect  of  the  Act  will  be  to  largely  increase  our  member- 
ship. Then  I  come  to  the  balance,  which  is  all  right. 
(Cheers.)  This  year  we  have  added  to  the  accumulated 
fund  1.943Z.  ;  last  year  the  balance  was  848/.  on  the  other 
side.  Of  course,  this  increase  and  this  very  satisfactory 
position  is  very  largely  accounted  for  by  the  increased 
membership  to  which  I  have  referred.  Now  I  will  go  to  the 
annual  report,  and  I  will  first  take  the  paragraph  referring  to 

Examinations. 

The  statistics  are  self-explanatory,  and  it  appears  that  the 
number  of  rejections  in  preparatory  tests  has  a  tendency  to 
increase.  The  report  of  the  examinations  shows  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  candidates  presenting  themselves  have  had 
inadequate  training,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  worse  than  no 
training  at  all.  (Cheers.)  Some  of  us  are  not  without  hope 
that  this  state  of  affairs  may  in  the  near  future  be  altered, 
and  no  one  can  doubt  the  necessity  of  a  compulsory  curri- 
culum for  students.  This  is  a  very  important  matter.  Thus 
we  hear  of  Minor  examinations  being  taken  at  one  sitting, 
and  we  have  a  suggestion  that  they  should  be  taken  at  two 
sittings  instead  of  one,  and  by  subjects.  It  is  evident,  how- 
ever, that  there  can  be  no  separation  or  division  of  the  Minor 
semination  until  there  is  some  evidence  of  good  training. 
Then  might  I  be  allowed  to  say  this  in  reference  to  the  First 
■examination  ?  These  First  examinations  come  to  an  end  in 
July,  as  you  are  aware.  I  think  it  is  desirable  that  Local 
Secretaries  and  members  of  the  Society  should  take  some 
little  trouble  to  convey  to  the  scholastic  institutions  in  their 
neighbourhoods  the  point  that  after  July  next  there  will  be 
no  Preliminary  examinations  conducted  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society.  If  that  is  done,  it  will  save  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  as  some  schools  are  still  advertising  that  they 
coach  students  for  their  Preliminary  examinations.  It  would 
save  a  great  waste  of  time  if  schoolmasters  were  informed 
that  they  do  not  exist.  For  some  time  to  come  there  no 
doubt  will  be  a  difficulty  in  getting  suitable  young  men, 
but  our  friends  must  bear  with  that,  as  I  am  sure  it  will  be 

A  Step  in  the  Eight  Direction  ; 

and  I  am  sure  it  may  be  some  advantage  to  pharmacy  in 
the  future  that  fewer  men  come  into  the  ranks.  Next,  with 
reference  to  the  Libraries  and  Museums.  There  has  been  a 
good  deal  of  correspondence  in  the  Journal  with  regard 
to  the  Library  being  kept  open  in  the  evening.  Now,  the 
object  of  the  Council  in  closing  it  at  6  o'clock  is  a  very 
simple  one — namely,  that  it  is  not  required.  (Laughter.) 
The  Council  have  not  acted  hastily  in  this  matter,  but  have 
carefully  studied  the  records  in  the  attendance-books,  and 
those  records  are  the  justification  for  the  action  they  have 
taken.  Then,  with  reference  to  the  School.  I  need  not 
refer  to  anything  expect  the  last  few  lines  under  that 
heading.  There  is  one  event,  at  least,  in  connection  with 
the  School  that  calls  for  favourable  comment,  and  that  is 
the  recognition  of  pharmacy  as  a  part  of  the  teaching  of  the 
University  of  London.  Those  of  you  who  were  present  at 
the  dinner  last  night  must  have  been  very  gratified  to  hear 
the  speech  made  by  Mr.  Saunders  on  that  point.  In  the 
new  regulations  for  the  University  there  is  a  provision  for 


a  Board  of  Pharmacy.  In  connection  with  this  I  may  point 
out  that  there  is  a  change  in  one  bianch  of  study  in  the 
School,  and  Professor  Greenish  is  henceforth  to  be  styled 
Professor  of  Pharmaceutics.  Such  a  recognition  of  the 
School  is  not  only  gratifying,  but  it  is  fraught  with 
possibilities  of  considerable  import,  as  by  the  changes  in 
contemplation  students  will  be  enabled  to  obtain  a  degree 
in  the  University.  I  need  not  say  anything  about  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  and  the  evening  meetings,  but  I  may 
be  pardoned  for  saying  something  about 

Carbolic  Acid. 

It  is  not  unknown  to  us.  The  step  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  scheduling  this  in  the  list  of  poisons  is  one  that 
gives  us  every  hope.  Perhaps  the  Privy  Council  in  the  past 
were  not  to  blame  for  acting  without  looking  to  all  the  facts 
of  the  case,  but  I  am  glad  to  say  that  through  the  action  of 
our  President — I  think  I  may  truthfully  say — the  Privy 
Council  have  now  a  more  clear  perception  of  the  case.  The 
next  point  I  come  to  is  that  of  the 

Benevolent  Fund, 

and  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  there  is  a  still  further  decrease 
in  subscriptions.  I  do  not  know  that  we  need  trouble  our- 
selves this  year  about  the  donations  being  much  less,  as 
eyeryone  in  the  Kingdom  has  had  to  put  his  hand  in  his 
pocket  more  deeply  than  ever  for  purposes  of  benevolence. 
The  war  in  South  Africa  has  provided  a  tremendous  field  for 
benevolence,  and  there  never  was  a  time  when  Britishers  have 
shown  a  greater  interest  in  dealing  with  the  sick  and 
wounded  and  succouring  those  left  behind  by  those  who  have 
gone  to  fight  our  battles  at  the  front.  (Cheers.)  Therefore, 
I  say  we  cannot  regret  or  be  surprised  that  our  money  in  the 
way  of  subscriptions  is  a  little  less  this  year.  Only  let  me 
say  this,  that  the  pharmacists  of  this  country  have  never 
been  backward,  on  the  contrary,  have  ever  been  ready  to 
come  forward  and  aid  the  sick.  The  next  thing  I  should 
like  to  call  attention  to  is  the  Orphan  Fund.  It  was  founded 
in  1881  by  Mr.  T.  Hyde  Hills,  and  it  provided  that  a  bene- 
ficiary should  have  been  a  member  of  the  Society  and  a  , 
subscriber  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  for  three  years.  Those 
conditions  had  not  lately  been  fulfilled,  and  the 
revenue  had  therefore  increased.  However,  one  case 
had  come  before  them,  and  the  child,  Edwin  Bennett, 
would  be  admitted  to  the  London  Orphan  Asylum,  and 
the  payment  in  consequence  for  admission  will  absorb 
some  of  the  accumulated  funds.  The  conditions  of  the 
Waterall  Legacy  have  been  published  in  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Journal,  but  I  must  say  that  it  is  a  source  of  ; 
some  embarrassment  to  the  Council  to  have  money  left 
under  such  conditions  as  prevent  it  being  administered 
under  the  Pharmacy  Act.    Then  with  regard  to 

Parliamentary  Matters. 

I  do  not  propose  to  say  anything  about  this  subject,  as  the 
Council  have  had  a  great  deal  to  say  about  it  during  the  past 
twelve  months.    In  fact,  the  whole  Society  has  had  a  great  i 
deal  to  say  about  it.    I  cannot  say  anything  more  now  on 
that  point.    You  know  exactly  how  matters  stand,  how 
things  have  been  left,  and  the  action  the  Council  have  I 
taken.    The  position  is  clearly  defined  in  the  report  before  < 
you.    You  know  the  Bill  is  postponed  until  May  17,  or  there-  j 
abouts,  but  it  is  not  likely  to  be  taken,  and  there  is  nothing  i 
new  for  me  to  say  on  that  point.    With  reference  to  the 
legal  paragraph,  you  will  notice  that  we  have  spent  240/. 
less  on  law-costs,  but,  notwithstanding  that,  we  have  not  . 
exhibited  less  statutary  activity  than  usual.    As  a  matter  of 
fact,  I  think  we  have  even  gone  more  actively  to  work.   I  • 
must  say  I  consider  we  have  cause  of  complaint  against  the  | 
public,  for  we  have  to  spend  500/.  to  600/.  a  year  in  order  to  j 
defend  their  interests.    I  consider  it  is  rather  hard  on  the  ; 
Pharmaceutical  Society  that  we  should  have  to  pay  the  costs 
of  carrying  out  the  law.    I  cannot  help  feeliDg  that  we  ! 
ought  to  have,  as  a  society,  the  same  terms  as  are  ini-  I 
posed  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  provisions  of  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Act.    Now  I  come  to  the  question  of  local 
organisation.    It  is  necessary  that  something  should  be  done  i 
in  the  way  of  altering  the  system  on  which 

Local  Secretaries 
have  been  elected.    The  feeling  exists  that  more  responsi  j 
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dlity  should  attach  to  holders  of  that  office,  and  certainly 
ay  opinion  is  that  the  work  of  local  secretaries  should  be 
letter  done  than  it  is,  although  it  is  true  we  have  a  lot  of 
■ood  men,  who  do  an  immense  amount  of  good,  and  our 
hanks  are  given  to  them  for  the  able  manner  in  which  they 
lave  rendered  those  services  in  many  cases.  Let  mc  also 
emind  you  that  in  July  there  will  be  a  meeting  of  local 
ecretaries  during  Conference  week,  and  they  will  then  be 
n  a  position  to  give  us  their  views  on  that  point.  Now  I 
:ome  to  Naval  dispensers.  You  will  see  what  has  been  done 
n  this  matter  by  the  paragraph  in  the  report  dealing  with 
he  subject.  The  efforts  of  the  Council  to  improve  the  con- 
lition  of  Naval  dispensers,  and  not  only  Naval  dispensers,  but 
,lso  the  position  of  others  engaged  in  local  institutions,  have 
iot  been  unavailing.    (Hear,  hear.)    Let  me  here  say  that 

Ie  Society 
Are  always  Carefully  Watching 
er  the  interests  of  every  person  belonging  to  their  ranks  in 
his  kingdom.  (Cheers.)  We  sometimes  are  charged  with 
ot  doing  so,  but  I  say  distinctly  that  the  charge  is  not  true. 
Ve  have  representative  men  on  the  Council  from  various 
■arts  of  the  country,  and  I  can  assure  you  they  are  looking 
onstantly  after  the  interests  of  the  craft  throughout  the 
and.  I  again  refer  to  my  friend  Mr.  Hills.  As  we  know, 
le  was  at  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  this  matter,  and  saw  the 
uthorities  on  the  subject.  Those  authorities  were  not 
t  first  at  all  inclined  to  improve  the  position 
f  the  qualified  man,  yet  by  his  persuasiveness  he  showed 
hat  men  that  had  passed  our  qualifying  examinations  ought 
3  be  better  treated  than  men  in  the  ordinary  rank  in  the 
favy— the  seaman — as,  in  fact,  they  were  treated  very  little 
jetter.  The  report  of  those  negotiations  shows  that  the 
position  of  Naval  dispensers  has  been  very  much  improved, 
nd  that  the  thanks  of  the  Society  are  due  to  Mr.  Hills  for 
jie  trouble  he  took.  (Loud  cheers.)  You  will  see  a  para- 
raph  referring  to  the  North  British  Branch.  In  the  short 
ancluding  words  of  the  paragraph  "the  work  of  the 
iciety  in  Scotland  is  being  efficiently  conducted."  I  can- 
|t  put  it  better  than  that.    Now  I  come  to  the  last  paragraph, 

The  Obituary. 

The  hand  of  death  has  been  .busy  not  only  with  the 
ociety,  but  those  closely  connected  with  the  Council,  and 
iere  have  been  taken  away  many  others  indirectly  connected 
ith  us.   I  will  simply  mention  the  names  of  those  who  have 
fed  during  the  past  twelve  months.    First  of  all  there  is 
jr.  Greenish.    Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  death 
1  this  member  of  the  Council,  and  therefore  I  need  not  say 
:uch  about  it.    I  remember  well  Mr.  Greenish,  Mr.  Richard- 
n,Mr.  Watt,  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  Mr.  Frazer,  former  members 
the  Council.    These  men  in  their  day  did  great  work  for 
[e  Society,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the 
rancil.   Then  Mr.  Bird,  who  died  most  recently  of  all, 
though  not  a  member  of  the  Council,  was  a  member  at  one 
ne  of  the  Board  of -Examiners.    He  was  a  very  benevolent 
m,  and  helped  other  people  in  distress  whenever  his 
tention  was  called  to  their  circumstances.    We  have  lost 
Jose  distinguished  men,  whose  names  it  is  scarcely  neces- 
xy  for  me  to  refer  to,  as  some  of  you  knew  them  before  I 
1,  but  we  regret  and  deplore  their  loss.    Then  I  ought  to 
er  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Richard  Reynolds.    You  know  he 
s  died  quite  recently.    Mr.  Reynolds  was  a  Yorkshireman, 
•d  I  was  proud  to  have  his  acquaintance,  being  a  Yorkskire- 
ui  too.    I  have  on  many  occasions  had  conferences  with 
n  when  I  met  him,  corresponded  with  him  very  frequently, 
•  d  during  the  whole  of  the  time  I  have  been  a  member  of 
I  Council  he  was  very  kind  to  me.   There  are  points  a  young 

■  'inber  of  the  Council  of  necessity  does  not  know  much  about, 
:  I  one  naturally  appealed  to  Mr.  Reynolds,  who  was  a  vent- 
re father  to  all  members  of  our  craft,  for  help  and  advice. 

■  all  events  he  was_always  ready  to  help  me  in  any  way 
it  he  could.    It  was,  however,  not  only  as  a  member  of 

I  Council  that  he  rendered  such  valuable  services,  but  he 
f.  a  great  friend  of  pharmacists  generally.  He  was,  in 
'  t,  always  ready  to  help  any  man  to  get  into  the  high 
Lition  he  himself  occupied,  and  he  will  be  very  much 
i;sed.  I  have  nothing  more  to  say  except  to  move  that 
J'  annual  report  be  received,  adopted,  and  entered  in 
'!  records  of  the  Society.    (Loud  and  prolonged  cheers.) 


The  Member  for  Salisbury. 

The  Treasurer,  in  stconding  the  motion,  said  :  It  has  been 
the  general  view,  and  a  wise  one  1  think,  that  on  these  occa- 
sions the  Council  should  bo  silent,  and  leave  it  to  other 
spokesmen  to  conduct  the  discussion.  I  congratulate  you,  sir 
(turning  to  the  Chairman),  on  the  able  way  in  which  you 
have  moved  this  report.  Let  me  say  to  the  gentlemen  in 
front  of  me  that  the  Council  as  a  body  do  not  in  the  slightest 
degree  deprecate  criticism.  On  the  contrary,  we  absolutely 
invite  it.  It  is  the  very  salt  of  our  life  in  fact.  (Laughter.) 
But  there  are  two  conditions  attaching  to  criticism  on  which 
I  lay  great  stress.  The  first  is  that  it  should  be  well  in- 
formed, and  that  the  critic  should  know  what  he  is  talking 
about ;  and,  next,  the  criticism  should  be  fair.  If  it  be  well 
informed  and  fair  we  cannot  have  too  much  of  it— that  is, 
within  the  limits  of  time.  (Laughter.)  I  have  often  found 
this  not  only  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  but 
also  outside  of  it,  that  the  greatest  amount  of 
dogmatism  is  associated  with  the  least  amount  of  informa- 
tion, and  that  prejudice  is  generally  based  on  ignorance. 
(Laughter.)  I,  of  course,  make  no  personal  reference,  but  you 
will  recollect  according  to  an  ancient  document  how  three 
gentlemen  who  were  engaged  in  the  clothing-line  in  the 
City  undertook  to  regulate  the  affairs  of  the  Empire,  and  we 
too  sometimes  have  been  preferred  offers  of  advice  that  have 
been  absolutely  overwhelming.  I  think  to-day  it  can  very 
truly  be  said  that  this  Society  occupies  a  higher  position  in 
the  nation  and  the  world  than  it  ever  did  before.  (Cheers.) 
I  may  be  informed  that  as  an  apologist  for  the  Council  I  am 
playing  a  very  ancient  game.  I  do  not  care  for  one  instant 
what  is  said  on  that  point.  If  I  have  evidence  supporting 
that  point  I  shall  freely  express  it,  and  I  say  again  that  I 
believe  to-day,  notwithstanding  our  shortcomings,  we  occupy 
a  greater  position  not  only  in  Great  Britain,  but  in  the 
world,  than  ever  we  did  before.  (Renewed  cheers.)  If  so, 
then  why  are  we  so  disliked  as  a  society.  We  have  not  far 
to  go  to  find  reasons  for  that.  The  body  that 
examines  and  painfully  rejects  those  who  offer 
themselves  for  examination — that  Society  must  be  very  un- 
welcome with  the  rejected  and  their  friends.  Why,  there 
are  friends  of  mine  who  have  not  a  good  word  to  say  of  us 
because  their  relatives  did  not  pass.  That  may  be  un- 
fortunate, but  then  we  arc  bound  to  do  as  the  statute  requires. 
Then  again,  you  must  expect  some  unpopularity  for  a  body 
that  is  required  by  law  to  deal  with  prosecutions.  We  are 
bound  to  do  as  we  are  directed.  There  is  one  thing  I  should 
like  to  call  attention  to,  and  that  is  the  acute  increase  in 
illegitimate  competition  of  stores.  (Hear,  hear.)  Many  of 
our  members  feel  it.  For  instance,  I  have  in  my  possession 
a  letter  from  an  old  qualified  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who  is 
passing  rich  on  40?.  a  year,  asking  to  be  withdrawn  from  mem- 
bership of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  because  in 
these  times  of  unfair  competition  with  four  children  to  keep, 
he  is  quite  unable  to  pay  his  subscription.  Let  me  add  that 
I  am  proud  to  call  him  my  friend.  (Cheers.)  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  outside  pressure  that  is 
being  brought  to  bear  is  too  extreme.  The  charge  brought 
against  us  a  Council  is  that  we  are  either  too  unsympathetic 
or  too  indolent.  I  deny  both.  It  may  be  that  personally  1 
have  had  too  long  a  time  on  this  Council.  (Cries  of  "No, 
no.")  There  is  one  gentleman  I  should  like  to  see  on  the 
Council,  and  that  is  Mr.  Bottle.  (Cheers.)  There  is  not  a 
single  man  living,  except  MivBottle,  who  was  on  the  Council 
when  I  entered  it,  and  several  times  has  the  hand  of  death 
changed  the  constitution  of  that  body.  I  have  never  in  my 
life  met  with  a  body  of  men  who  more  faithfully,  de- 
liberately, and  conscientiously  sought  to  perform  their 
duties  than  your  Council.  I  am  not  here  as  an  apologist 
for  the  Council,  but  I  stand  here  loyally  to  support  my 
colleagues  on  the  Council  as  men  of  ability  and  integrity 
and  men  of  undoubted  knowledge  of  pharmacy  throughout 
the  country.  (Hear,  hear.)  Excuse  me  having  made  these 
remarks,  as  I  know  if  I  do  not  get  my  innings  now  I  shall 
not  get  one  by  and  by. "  (Laughter  and  cheers.) 

About  the  Branch. 
Mr.   James   Mackenzie  (Edinburgh)  and  Mr.  Charles 
Umney  rose  together,  and  the  former  caught  the  Chairman's 
eye:     He  complained  that  the  information  given  in  the 
annual  report  about  the  North  British  Branch  was  too  short. 
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It  had  not  always  been  so,  and  he  wanted  to  know  the 
reason  why,  also  a  little  information.  Like  others  of  his 
countrymen  he  was  deeply  interested  in  the  Branch  ;  there 
was  no  statement  in  the  account  showing  the  details  which 
■they  used  to  have  regarding  the  expenditure  and  the  work. 
This  year  the  whole  subject  was  presented  by  a  few  paltry 
dines.  He  agreed  with  some  remarks  made  the  other  day  by 
Mr.  Carteighe  that  the  institution  of  the  rooms  in  Edinburgh 
had  done  a  great  deal  to  establish  before  Scotland  and 
-before  the  medical  faculty  of  Scotland  that  pharmacy  is  a 
real  thing.  It  had  at  its  head  a  man  [Mr.  J.  R.  Hill]  noted 
for  his  ability  and  wide  knowledge  on  all  questions  of 
chemistry,  and  the  people  who  go  there  are  delighted  with 
the  treatment  they  receive.  There  was  no  more  permanent 
moViument  to  the  memory  and  credit  of  Mr.  Carteighe  than  the 
way  in  which  the  Branch  in  Scotland  had  been  placed  on  a 
tirm  and  durable  basis.  He  trusted  that  they  would  see  some- 
'thing  more  to  show  what  was  being  done  by  the  Branch  and 
•the  numbers  who  attended  the  rooms.  He  also  thought  they 
t.hould  get  on  better  if  they  knew  something  more  of  our 
accounts. 

Mr,  Carteighe  :  The  statement  you  have  before  you  is 
drawn  up  in  a  form  advised  by  a  chartered  accountant. 

Mr.  Mackenzie  :  We  are  getting  larger  sums,  and  I  think 
•we  ought  to  know  what  is  being  done.  Why  we  do  not  even 
know  what  the  Secretary's  salary  is  at  all.  I  know  it  went 
up  in  one  leap  from  400/.  to  600/.,  but  we  do  not  know  what 
it  is  now.  (Laughter.)  Surely  there  would  be  no  harm  in 
that  information  being  given. 

A  Member  :  Can  we  trust  the  Council  or  can  we  not. 

'Mr,  Mackenzie:  I  am  not  answering  that  question 
(  Laughter.)  Then,  in  regard  to  the  coming  Bill  that  has 
occupied  so  much  attention,  I  hope  we  shall  get  something 
-out  of  it.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  Clause  2  in  the 
Bill,  but  if  any  pharmacist  reads  Clause  3  he  ought  to  be 
*tartled.  There  physicians,  surgeons,  dentists,  and  even 
niidwives  have  their  position  acknowledged  and  secured  from 
trespass,  and  I  think  we  ought  to  be  acknowledged  also.  I 
think,  therefore,  that  members  of  the  Society  should  take  the 
trouble:  to  inform  members  of  Parliament  in  their  districts 
that  there  is  a  pharmaceutical  society,  which  is  doing  good 
work,  but  which  is  sadly  hampered  by  restrictions.  It  has 
been  said  that  restrictions  are  good,  but  I  do  think  we  ought 
to  be  enabled  to  live  by  the  occupation  which  we  are 
•following,  and  to  which  we  have  devoted  our  lives.  If  proper 
t.teps  were  taken  in  the  direction  I  have  suggested  we  should 
soon,  as  a  body,  be  in  a  very  different  position,  and  our 
existence  as  a  body  more  generally  recognised  by  the  country 
at  large. 

An  Auditor  on  the  Accounts. 

,  Mr.  Chari.es  Umney,  speaking  as  one  of  the  auditors, 
congratulated  the  members  on  the  accounts  that  the  Council 
.and  their  chartered  accountant  had  put  before  Ihem  this 
year.  The  most  pleasant  feature  was  to  see  a  good  balance, 
a  sun i  of  1,900/.  (applause).  If  he  might  make  a  recommen- 
dation he  would  say  do  not  accumulate  money,  spend  it,  but 
spend  it  judiciously.  With  regard  to  the  Benevolent  Fund 
he  noticed  an  item  of  7,000/.  Consols,  but  in  the  balance 
sheet  they  were  shown  as  7,858/.  He  knew  the  practice  of 
the  Society  had  been  to  take  everything  at  cost  price.  That 
had  worked  well  in  the  past,  and  it  was  an  excellent  method 
o  far  as  ground  rents  and  freeholds  and  other  investments 

:wcre  concerned,  but  with  Consols  it  was  not  customary  when 
they  depreciated  to  put  them  in  a  balance  sheet  at  any  other 

iprice  from  the  market  price  of  the  day.  He  would  suggest 
,that  they  should  write  down  the  Consols,  say  to  100/ ,  and 

.there  keep  them.  As  to  other  assets  of  the  Society,  he 
thought  that  a  revaluation  might  be  made  decennially  so  as 
.  -  to  make  sure  that  the  Society  possessed  assets  of  the  value 
...■shown in  the  balance  sheet.    He  and  his  brother  auditors 

•thought  the  accounts  were  excellent  this  year,  but  they 

tfiqpecj  these  alterations  might  be  made.  (Applause.) 

'i .  .     .'.  The  Library 

•  .'  Mr.'.  Griffiths  (Cirencester)  suggested  in  regard  to  the 
„  library,  that  a  new  catalogue  should  be  compiled,  and  a  copy 
•.iofiitiJte  sent  to  each  local  secretary,  so  that  chemists  in  the 
•  .-country  might  ascertain  what  the  librarv  contained. 
••  ■■■iMil.  J-  A-  Barnett  (Shepherd's  Bush)  asked  if  every 

'member  had  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  library.  When 


he  first  came  to  London  he  hardly  dared  put  his  foot  in  > 
library;  he  was  almost  afraid.  He  thought  in  this  conn  ■ 
tion  that  the  rules  of  the  Society  were  not  sufficier ' 
liberal,  and  seeing  that  they  desired  young  members  to  co [! 
in  they  should  hold  out  inducements  for  them  to  call.  Th  \ 
were  a  large  number  of  country  chemists  in  London,  and  : 
was  sure  there  was  a  large  percentage  of  them  who  1 ! 
never  been  in  the  Society's  rooms.  He,  himself,  had  ne  - 
been  in  the  laboratories  except  when  he  had  to  go  up  for  ; 
examination,  and  as  for  the  research-laboratory,  he  1 1 
heard  of  it — (laughter) — but  he  had  never  put  his  foot  in  . 
(Laughter.)  There  was  not  sufficient  welcome  given 
strangers  who  did  not  belong  to  the  Society,  and  so  lorig  i 
matters  were  like  that  the  Society  would  not  be  so  popi  1 
as  it  ought. 

Mr.  R.  Feaver  Clarke  wished  to  give  an  unqualil  I 
denial  to  what  Mr.  Barnett  had  said.  He  had  a  young  n  i 
come  up  from  South  Wales  to  London  ;  he  sent  him  to  1 
Society's  rooms  with  the  idea  that  he  should  go  to  see  th 
and  that  he  should  go  in  for  examination.  He  was  m  i 
courteously  received  by  Mr.  Holmes ;  he  was  shown  i 
museum  and  the  library,  and  went  into  every  room  in  i 
house,  and  he  now  went  up  regularly  to  read  in  the  rooms 

Mr.  Barnett  :  He  belongs  to  the  2  per  cent. 

Mr.  Stooke  (Sittingbourne)  thought  perhaps  the  rea  i 
the  younger  men  did  not  go  to  the  Society's  room  wa  . 
question  of  nervousness.  He  used  to  go  there  as  a  priv  i 
student  in  his  younger  days  and  make  free  use  of  i 
museum,  and  the  library,  and  the  laboratory.  Persona  , 
the  only  time  that  he  felt  nervous  was  on  the  day  of  the  • 
animation.  He  was  never  a  student  of  the  Society,  but  p 
made  free  use  of  it  during  the  whole  time  of  his  stud  . 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  Sinclair,  in  supporting  the  two  previous  speak  , 
said  that  about  two  months  ago  his  first  visit  to  the  Socie  ji 
rooms  took  place,  and  he  brought  his  wife  with  li  . 
(Laughter.)  He  was  met  at  the  door  by  two  of  the  Socie  s 
officials,  and  they  took  him  all  over  the  place,  even  iDto  ! 
research  laboratory,  and  explained  everything  to  him  n  t 
politely.  (Applause.) 

Wants  more  Details. 
Mr.  Percy  Wells  said  that  possibly  for  the  last  tim  - 
one  could  not  live  for  ever — (laughter) — he  desired  to  call  p 
attention  of  the  members  and  of  the  Council,  but  particul;  / 
of  the  auditors,  to  one  item  in  the  account — viz.,  the  Join  I 
balance.  He  wished  to  see  the  account  showing  that  balai 
He  did  not  attribute  improper  motives  to  anybody,  bul  iJ 
desired  information  ;  he  had  always  been  a  seeker  after  - 
formation.  (Laughter.)  He  did  not  consider  that  jj 
auditors  were  doing  their  duty  by  putting  in  the  Reports  ,i 
a  loss  as  this  item  without  explanation.  Large  railway  ■} 
other  companies  gave  supplementary  accounts explanator  f 
revenue  accounts,  and  that  was  what  he  wanted.  He  ;  > 
observed  that  the  balance  of  account  on  the  Journal  she  1 
a  sum  of  1,675/.  19s.  Id.,  but  instead  of  putting  the  post  .3 
and  adding  the  two  together,  be  found  a  long  way  down  3 
account  the  item  of  postage,  and,  he  thought,  that  i  f» 
should  in  common  fairness  go  with  the  other,  making  3 
Journal  cost  2,469/.  16s.  6d.  What  did  this  mean  ?  He  1 
not  know  any  other  journal  that  could  be  run  on  these  line  - 
not  for  a  month.  Even  taking  the  increased  numbe  t 
members,  the  cost  worked  out  to  9s.  5d.  per  member.  II 
had  anything  to  do  officially  with  the  accountant,  he  w(  i 
take  care  that  he  did  his 'duty.  They  did  not  know y,  ,t 
the  Council  paid  their  editor— he  certainly  _  used  scis  s 
and  paste  enough — or  what  they  paid  the  assistant  edi  • 
he  had  a  faint  recollection,  if  his  memory  served  a 
rightly,  that  they  gave  him  something  like  350/.  a  year, 
the  editor  500/'.  or  600/.  They  ought  to  know  what  (e 
salaries  were.  And  the  expenses  of  the  office,  again  ;  su  y 
they  were  not  ashamed  to  say  what  they  paid  their  Secret  '■ 
He  was  a  good  man — a  very  good  man — and  they  could  1 
pay  a  good  man  too  much.  "(Applause.)  The  Secretary  .« 
the  responsibilities  of  the  detail  and  organisation  upon  is 
shoulders,  and  he  (Mr.  Wells)  would  be  one  of  the  ^ 
people  to  ask  any  man  to  do  work  without  adeq  ,e 
remuneration.  Finally,  he  did  hope  that  this  seed  whiel  e 
had  sown  would  not  fall  upon  barren  ground— (laughte  - 
but  might  produce  the  results  which  he  had  hoped  to  c- 
(Applause.) 
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next  came  under  review  at  the  hands  of  Mr.  A.  S.  CAMPKIN. 
He  said  that  Mr.  Atkins  had  argued  that  the  Society  was 
unpopular  with  the  multitude  because  of  its  connection  with 
examinations  and  prosecutions.  He  was  not  prepared  to 
admit  that.  Any  criticism  that  had  been  directed  to  the 
Council  of  the  Society  might  be  perfectly  fair,  although  it 
might  be  with  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  details.  The 
members  wished  to  know  what  action  the  Council  took  for 
the  protection  of  the  interests  of  chemists  generally,  and  it 
was  on  that  account  that  criticism  was  made,  and  the 
criticism  was  directed  to  the  members  of  the  Council  as  a 
body.  The  question  which  had  been  before  them  during 
the  past  year  was  one  on  which  depended  the  very  existence 
of  themselves  as  a  body  of  men  in  a  business  which  was 
directed  by  Act  of  Parliament.  The  year  had  been  very 
eventful,  and  they  found  that  the  Council  was  not  on  this  great 
question  entirely  united.  They  therefore  must  expect  some 
criticism  from  their  members.  They  asked  if  the  Council  had 
taken  every  means  in  its  power  to  enforce  upon  Parliament 
the  position  to  which  they,  as  a  body,  were  entitled.  They 
knew  what  some  of  the  members  had  done  locally  to  in- 
fluence members  of  the  House  of  Commons  with  regard  to 
the  Companies  Bill,  but  they  had  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
what  the  Council  had  done  in  that  direction,  nor  had  they 
been  told  the  position  that  was  likely  to  be  taken  when 
Clause  2  of  the  Bill  came  on  for  discussion.  He  entirely 
approved  of  the  action  of  the  Law  end  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee, and  of  the  majority  of  the  Council,  as  to  the  action 
they  had  taken  upon  the  Cjmpanies  Clause.  He  had  no 
sympathy  with  those  who  attempted  to  temporise  with  the 
clause  by  amending  it  in  any  way  whatever.  (Applause.)  He 
accepted  the  assurance  of  those  responsible  that  the  Minister 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  w-ould  not  accept  the  amendment, 
and  if  that  was  so  then  he  held  (and  he  was  speaking  the 
feeling  of  thousands  of  chemists  and  druggists  in  the 
country)  that  they  should  have  none  of  it,  and  in  that  they 
merely  approved  the  action  of  the  majority  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council.  They  wished  that,  having  rejected  the 
clause,  the  Council  should  be  prepared  with  something 
to  further  define  the  position  of  registered  and 
qualified  chemists  in  accordance  with  the  original  intention 
of  the  promoters  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1858.  There  were 
thosewho  thought  that  when  the  monstrous  decision  was  given 
by  the  House  of  Lords  twenty  years  ago  the  Pharmaceutical 
'Society  should  have  taken  upon  itself  further  legislation, 
for  defining  the  position  of  chemists  under  the  Pharmacy 
Act  of  1838.  (Applause.)  That  was  what  they  asked  the 
Council  at  the  present  time.  Despite  the  various  criticisms, 
there  might  be  no  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  Council 
at  this  election  ;  but  he  did  not  think  that  those  who  were 
responsible  for  the  contests  that  arose  from  time  to  time 
were  to  be  condemned,  because  the  contests  had  a  good 
effect.  They  caused  an  outspokenness  on  the  part  of  the 
members  of  the  Council  which  was  unknown  some  twenty 
years  ago,  and  they  had  brought  up  to  a  higher  level  the 
members  of  the  Council,  and  had  caused  the  Council  to 
exhibit  a  greater  regard  for  the  interests  of  chemists 
than  it  had  previously  done.  At  the  same  time  they  asked 
the  Council  to  do  more  in  future  than  it  had  done  in  the 
past  in  the  direction  that  he  had  indicated,  and  he  trusted 
the  time  would  never  ome  when  it  would  be  necessary  for 
the  members  to  pass  any  resolution  suggesting  want  of  con- 
fidence in  the  Council.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson  congratulated  the  Society  and  the 
Council  on  the  improved  financial  condition.  He  thought 
none  of  them  would  regret  the  action  that  was  taken  in 
changing  the  form  of  membership.  The  chief  object  of  that 
action  was  to  get  those  in  the  country  to  join  the  Society, 
and  if  they  succeeded  a-d  got  the  body  consolidated,  they 
might  then  become  animated  with  one  object,  and  then,  he 
ventured  to  think,  they  would  be  more  likely  to  go  to  Parlia- 
ment to  amend  the  Act.  (Applause.)  The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  did  not  see  his  way  in  the  Companies  Bill  to 
introduce  clauses  dealing  with  medicine  and  pharmacy, 
although  the  clauses  were  there,  and  if  ther,:  was  much 
opposition  to  those  clauses  the  President  would  drop  them 
out.  (Applause.)  The  Journal  was  now  doing  much  b  :ttcr 
than  formerly,  and  although  a  much  larger  number  had  bc,?n 
printed,  therj  had  been  a  saving  of  some  600/.     As  to 


colonial  federation  or  reciprocity,  be  was  most  anxious  that 
the  Council  should  take  the  present  opportunity  for  doing 
something  in  that.  There  must  be  some  safeguard,  of  course, 
but  he  thought  if  the  ma'ter  were  gone  into  carefully  by  the 
Council,  some  system  for  reciprocal  qualification  might  be 
arranged.  It  had  been  said  there  must  be  a  curriculum 
before  reciprocity.  If  that  were  so,  the  sooner  they  had  the- 
curriculum  the  better.  (Applause.)  It  would  make  a  very 
excellent  clause  in  the  next  Pharmacy  Bill.  He  con- 
gratulated the  Society  and  the  Council  for  so  well  managing.' 
their  affairs.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  GAUBEHT  (Harrow-on-the-Hill)  followed,  and  put  the 
meeting  in  roaring  good  humour.  He  took  it  that  there  was 
no  one  in  that  room  inimically  disposed  to  the  Council  or 
the  Society.  The  gentleman  sitting  at  the  end  of  the  board 
of  green  cloth  (Mr.  Atkins)  had  referred  to  criticism.  He 
remembered  last  year  the  same  gentleman  said  there  was 
nothing  he  so  much  enjoyed  as  being  at  the  annual- 
meeting  and  listening  to  criticism.  He  (Mr.  Gaubert)  de- 
sired to  offer  a  few  words  of  criticism.  There  was  no  harm 
in  what  Mr.  Atkins  said.  The  position  he  appeared  to  take- 
up  reminded  one  of  the  clergyman  who  was  very  fond  of 
strawberries.  He  had  a  most  luscious  one  in  his  hand,  and, 
before  eating  it,  he  made  the  remark,  "  Doubtless  God  coulei 
make  a  better  berry ;  but,  doubtless,  God  never  did."  (  Loud 
laughter.)  Mr.  Atkins  seemed  to  say,  "  We  never  had  such, 
a  Council,  and  I  do  not  think  we  could  get  a  better. '  Some 
of  them  thought  the  Council  might  be  improved  by  a  little 
fresh  blood  :  but  that  did  not  mean  that  they  were  disloyal 
to  it.  Something  had  been  said  about  members  not  joining 
the  Society  in  the  numbers  they  expected.  For  himself,  he- 
thought  ii'  the  Council  had  done  a  little  more  than  they 
had,  they  might  have  had  a  larger  number  of  members-. 
The  Council  were  asked  to  do  something,  and  they  said, 
•'  We  cannot  do  it  now  ;  we  might  have  done  it  twenty  years 
ago."  Then,  when  they  were  asked  why  they  had  not  done 
it  twenty  years  ago,  they  replied,  "  Oh,  we  had  not  enough 
members  then."  (Laughter.)  So  they  had  one  at  both  ends 
of  the  stick.  What  he  wished  to  see  was  something  coming, 
out  of  all  this  agitation.  The  Council  reminded  him  of  the 
story  of  the  school-examiner  who  asked  a  class,  "Now,, 
children,  do  you  know  anything  of  natural  history — do  you. 
know  anything  about  the  cuckoo-bird  ;  "  "  Oh,  yes,"  said  one 
little  girl,  "  that  is  the  bird  that  docs  not  lay  its  own  eggs.'" 
(Loud  laughter.)  Well,  he  wished  the  pharmaceutical  body 
to  lay  an  egg.  (Laughter.)  They  laid  one  the  other  day  in 
the  poison-bottle,  but  the  blessed  thing  was  not  hatched 
yet.  (Renewed  laughter.)  He  hoped  in  the  next  Council 
there  would  be  a  little  change,  and  that  a  jolly  good  big  egg 
would  come  from  it.    (Laughter  and  loud  applause.) 

The  End  ov  the  Debate. 
The  A" he-President,  replying,  said  that  the  criticisms- 
concerning  the  report  had  been,  on  the  whole,  favourable  to 
the  Council.  Referring  to  v>hat  Mr.  Mackenzie  said  with 
reference  to  the  North  British  Eranch,  he  explained  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  Executive  were  fully  reported  in  the  Journal 
as  they  occurred,  so  it  was  not  necessary  to  give  accounts  as 
formerly.  He  had  the  fullest  sympathy  with  the  Branch, 
and  gave  full  credit  for  the  immense  amount  of  work  that 
had  been  done  in  Scotland.  The  Assistant-Secretary  was 
the  only  officer  they  had  in  Scotland,  and  they  all  recognised 
that  Mr.  Rutherford  Hill  was  a  very  encyclopedic  man— that 
he  was  always  at  hand  and  always  full  of  information. 
Withreference  to  the  recommendations  of  Mr.  Umnc-y,  the 
Council  would  take  into  consideration  fully  the  suggestions 
he  had  made.  Mr.  Griffiths  spoke  about'thc  library,  and  he 
wished  to  inform  them  that  a  catalogue  was  now  being  pre- 
pared and  would  in  a  short  time  be  ready,  and  would  be  sent 
to  every  local  secretary.  Mr.  Parnett  had  said  many  of  the- 
young  people  were  afraid  to  come  into  that  house.  He  (the 
Vice-President)  had  been  connected  with  the  Society  from- 
an  early  age,  and  he  never  had  any  fear.  He  remembered  in. 
his  young  days  Mr.  Elias  Bremridge  showing  him  over  the 
establishment  the  very  first  time  he  came  to  it,  and  giving 
him  a  very  hearty  welcome.  He  was  glad  to  hear  the  testi- 
mony of  other  gentlemen  in  the  room  in  answer  to  those 
criticisms,  lie  need  not  refer  in  detail  to  what  Mr.  Wells  harJ 
said,  but  he  asked  them,  Was  it  good  business  to  publish  the 
details  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal  .'  It  was  a  property 
1  they  were  all  interested  in,  and  there  were  other  journals  in. 
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this  country  that  would  be  only  too  glad  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  details  -which  might  be  given.    (Applause.)  Mr. 
Wells  gave  them  credit  for  being  men  of  business. 
Mr.  Wells  :  No,  I  didn't. 

The  Vice-President  :  Well,  he  said  he  would  have  the 
good  sense  to  value  an  officer,  and  to  pay  him  well  for  his 
services,  which  was  much  the  same  thing.  As  to  colonial 
reciprocity,  the  Council  had  deliberated  for  some  time,  and 
had  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Chater,  of  the  Queensland  Board 
of  Pharmacy.  They  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  seeing 
how  examinations  and  conditions  differed,  the  only  evidence 
they  could  accept  must  be  based  upon  a  curriculum.  (Ap- 
plause ) 

The  report  was  then  put  to  the  meeting  and  adopted. 
Renovating  a  Journal. 

The  Vice-President,  in  asking  Mr.  Wells  to  put  Ihe 
motion,  of  which  he  had  given  notice  (see  page  835),  asked 
if  the  date  named  in  the  motion  (June  30,  1890)  was 
accurate  ? 

Mr.  Wells  at  first  could  not  hear  the  Vice-President,  but 
on  his  repeating  the  question,  said  that  he  would  wish  to 
correct  the  date  from  1890  in  the  paper  to  the  year  1900. 
He  then  explained  that  his  drastic  proposal  did  not  mean 
the  exclusion  of  a  single  one  of  the  headings,  but  he 
objected  that  they  should  be  made  an  integral  portion  of 
the  Journal  so  as  to  be  bound  up  with  it.  There  were  a 
great  number  of  their  members  who  did  not  object  to  see 
their  names  in  print  when  they  had  local  meetings,  but  his 
objection  was  that  the  Journal  treated  them  differently  to 
the  manner  in  which  they  would  be  treated  by  an  ordinary 
newspaper  which  ultimately  became  consigned  to  the  kitchen 
fire.  He  ventured  to  hope  that  the  members  would  take  it 
into  consideration  whether  it  was  advisable  to  continue  these 
various  matters  to  which  he  referred,  so  that  they  should 
form  a  portion  of  the  Journal  proper.  He  suggested  that 
they  should  be  relegated  to  a  supplement.  Did  they  want 
all  this  matter  that  he  called  l:  drivel "  incorporated  in  the 
Journal  1  The  Journal  was  originally  intended  to  be  a  record 
of  pharmacy,  of  the  meetings  that  were  taking  place,  and  of 
matters  of  science,  and  he  hoped  that  some  modification 
would  be  carried  out  on  the  lines  he  had  indicated. 
;  The  Vice-President  asked  if  there  were  any  seconder  to 
Mr.  Wells's  motion,  and  after  a  pause, 

Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Naylor  rose  and  said  he  would  second  it 
pro  forma,  as  he  thought  there  must  be  a  very  large  number  of 
the  readers  of  the  Journal  who  would  desire  to  see  some  kind 
of  separation  of  the  matter  which  had  been  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Wells.  Many  of  them  had  been  accustomed  to  bind  the 
Journal  in  volumes  when  it  was  more  strictly  speaking  a 
scientific  journal.  They  had  been  told  that  since  a  larger 
amount  of  news  matter  had  appeared  in  the  Journal  it  had 
been  more  widely  read,  and  on  that  account  one  would  not  be 
prepared  to  suggest  that  this  matter  should  be  diminished  ; 
but  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  some  of  them  that  a 
re-arrangement  should  take  place.  He  suggested  that  the 
scientific  matter  might  take  the  form  of  a  supplement,  and 
then  those  who  desired  to  keep  it  would  be  able  to  bind  it  in 
volumes  as  they  had  done  in  the  past.  He  also  suggested 
that  the  annotations  might  be  improved.  It  had  certainly 
occurred  to  him  in  reading  them  that  they  might  be  a  little 
more  impartial    (Hear  hear.) 

The  Vice-President  said  at  the  present  time  the  Council 
had  under  consideration  the  question  of  a  supplement,  but 
he  could  not  say  how  far  that  would  go.  Under  Section  22 
of  the  by-laws  (wl  ich  he  read)  the  direction  of  the  Journal 
was  vested  entirely  in  the  Council.  He  thought  it  would  be 
"well  if  Mr.  Wells  would  withdraw  his  motion,  because  if 
passed  the  matter  must  still  rest  with  the  Council,  and  after 
the  expression  of  opinion  they  had  heard  the  Council  would 
give  it  full  consideration     (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Wells  said  the  Vice-Prpsident  had  quoted  a  clause 
from  the  by-laws  investing  the  regulation  of  the  contents  of 
the  Journal  in  the  Council.  It  was  very  much  to  be  regretted 
that  when  that  notice  of  the  motion  was  laid  before  the 
Council  they  had  not  the  courtesy  to  instruct  their  secretary 
to  communicate  with  him  and  draw  his  attention  to  the 
by-law.  (Hear,  hear.)  They  would  have  saved  themselves 
the  infliction  of  his  austerity,  which  had  been  misnamed  a 
joke,  upon  the  members  present ;  they  would  have  saved 
their  time,  and  saved  the  slight  castigation  which  he  had 


now  the  pleasure  to  inflict  upon  the  Chairman.    He  submitl 
under  the  circumstances  that  the  motion  was  not  in  ord 
and  he  declined  to  have  it  put  to  the  meeting.  (Laughtc 
The  motion  was  then  withdrawn. 

The  scrutineers  of  the  votes  for  the  Council  Election  t 
following  day  were  then  appointed,  and  the  auditors  for  t 
ensuing  year  having  been  appointed,  the  meeting  adjourn 
to  Thursday  at  3  P.M.,  when  the  result  of  the  poll  would 
announced. 

Special  General  Meeting. 

This  meeting  began  immediately  the  previously  report 
meeting  was  adjourned. 

Mr.  Butt  rose,  and  drew  attention  to  the  resolution  (s 
page  835)  which  the  meeting  was  called  to  discuss.  1 
said  he  should  take  the  second  part  of  the  resolution  fir 
because  the  first  dealt  with  matters  of  detail,  and  won 
have  no  effect  without  the  second  part.  He  was  sorry  occ 
sion  had  arisen  for  moving  the  resolution  at  all,  as  he  f 
the  Research  Laboratory  should  already  have  been  the  hoi 
of  pharmaceutical  research,  instead  of  being  used  almi 
exclusively  for  abstruse  chemical  research.  He  found  th 
already  the  laboratory  had  cost  3.500Z.  in  hard  cash,  and 
to  that  were  added  a  share  of  the  rent  and  rates  they  mig 
put  down  the  cost  as  5,000?.  ;  and  what  benefit,  he  aske 
had  the  members  received  for  their  money  ?  It  was  not  1 
intention  to  refer  to  the  past :  he  would  only  assume  th 
the  Research  Committee  had  done  its  best.  The  mon 
was  spent,  and  they  could  not  get  it  back,  but  he  did  ho 
that  in  future  the  Council  would  let  the  work  done  be  mo 
of  a  pharmaceutical  nature,  and  leave  the  Chemical  Socie 
to  get  papers  for  their  meetings  elsewhere.  The  report 
1898-99  session,  which  was  the  latest  one  available,  stati 
that  the  laboratory  did  not  cost  anything,  which  was  bon 
out  by  the  fact  that  no  definite  amounts  appeared  in  tl 
accounts.  The  Salters'  Company  scholarship  of  100?.  a  yc 
was  granted  so  that  work  might  be  done  in  chemical  pha 
macology.  No  stipulation  was  made  that  a  pharmaci 
should  be  engaged  in  the  work,  so  that  the  worker  might  1 
someone  outside  their  own  body.  He  contended  that  if  tl 
work  done  was  not  pharmaceutical  the  money  was  waste 
From  the  report  of  the  directors  of  the  laboratory  1 
gleaned  that  the  Salters'  Fellow  had  been  engaged  in  sue 
research  on  nitrites  and  the  quantivalence  of  oxygen — woi 
without  any  bearing  on  pharmacy.  He  saw,  too,  that  at 
recent  meeting  of  the  Chemical  Society  a  papi 
was  read  on  camphor  derivatives,  the  work  for  whk 
was  done  in  their  laboratories.  No  doubt  the: 
papers  were  very  interesting  from  a  chemical  point  ( 
view,  but  they  were  of  no  interest  to  pharmacists.  II 
noticed  that  at  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  the) 
was  considerable  discussion  on  the  new  edition  of  tl 
Pharmacopoeia,  and  his  conclusion  was  that  the  criticisi 
then  passed  would  not  have  been  required  if  their  Researc 
Laboratory  had  been  in  working  order  and  investigated  tl 
various  matters  connected  with  the  Pharmacopoeia.  It  w; 
this  that  caused  him  to  send  a  letter  to  each  member  of  tl 
Council  and  to  a  large  number  of  persons  throughout  tl 
country  wdio,  being  either  former  members  of  the  Council  ( 
Board  of  Examiners,  or  Conference  researchers,  might  1 
expected  to  take  an  interest  in  the  matter.  Each  of  the. 
replied,  saying  they  were  prepared  to  support  him,  with  or 
exception.  Mr.  Butt  then  read  his  letter,  which  was  a  resnn 
of  the  past  proceedings  of  the  laboratory,  and  suggestc 
(1)  that  workers  should  devote  their  whole  time  to  pharm; 
ceutical  research,  and  commence  at  once  to  work  on  tr 
1898  Pharmacopoeia;  (2)  that  the  Professor  of  Chemist" 
and  his  assistants  should  work  on  pharmaceutical  subject 
and  not  on  pure  chemical  research  ;  and  (3)  that  the  papei 
relating  to  work  done  should  be  read  for  the  first  time  ; 
evening  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  published  in  tl 
Journal.  The  concluding  sentence  was,  "  I  .  .  •  ask  y° 
when  is  pharmaceutical  research  to  be  commenced,  and  no 
is  it  to  be  carried  on  so  that  results  may  prove  of  son) 
benefitto  the  members  of  the  Society  ?  "  Attached  to  the  letti 
was  a  memorandum  of  the  original  objects  of  the  laborator 
which  was  read.to  show  that  the  intention  was  to  promote  sciei 
tine  pharmacy  as  comprehended  in  the  research  on  existin 
pharmaceutical  preparations,  and  on  new  ones  as  occasio 
arose.  Continuing,  Mr.Butt  said  he  waited  four  months  tor  a 
official  reply,  but,  receiving  none,  he  wrote  to  the  Presider 
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to  inquire  if  the  letter  had  been  received  and  considered  by 
the  Council.  The  President  replied  that  on  account  of 
negotiations  of  a  delicate  character  which  were  going  on 
with  the  General  Medical  Council,  the  matter  had  not  been 
gone  into,  but  when  these  negotiations  were  completed  they 
would  endeavour  to  adopt  the  suggestions  in  the  investiga- 
tions about  to  be  undertaken  on  the  Pharmacopoeia.  Since 
this  there  seemed  to  have  been  some  furbishing  up  of  the 
Eesearch  Laboratory.  He  noticed  in  the  report  of  the 
Council  meeting  that  a  Research  Committee  received  reports 
respecting  the  progress  of  certain  pharmaceutical  work 
undertaken  in  the  Society's  laboratories  at  the  request  of  the 
General  Medical  Council.  From  this  it  would  seem  that  the 
delicate  correspondence  had  ceased,  and  that  they  had 
become  the  handmaiden  of  the  General  Medical  Council, 
and  were  being  subsidised  by  them.  Now,  why  should  they 
not  be  independent  and  pick  their  own  work  ?  He  would  be 
pleased  if  the  Vice  President  would  explain  the  nature  of 
the  work  which  was  being  done  for  the  Medical  Council— if 
it  were  of  a  permanent  character  ;  and,  if  so,  were  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  to  be  represented  on  the  Pharmacopoeia  Com- 
mittee equally  with  medical  men  ?  He  did  not  see  there  was 
any  need  for  secrecy,  and  he  was  sure  they  would  all  be 
glad  to  hear  if  the  position  of  pharmacy  was  being  improved 
and  benefited  by  the  work  that  was  being  done. 

The  Chairman  asked  if  anyone  would  second  the  motion, 
and 

Mr.  Barnett  said  he  would  like  to  propose  an  amend- 
ment. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  a  seconder  was  required,  and  Mr. 
Barnett,  amidst  laughter,  said  he  would  be  pleased  to  second 
the  original  motion. 

At  Mr.  Hills's  request  the  motion  was  read  out,  after 
which 

Mr.  Barnett  said  it  was  desirable  that  research  should 
be  undertaken,  so  as  to  make  the  Pharmacopoeia  the  standard 
for  drugs  as  far  as  possible. 

The  Official  Reply. 

Mr.  Carteighe  then  rose,  and  said  he  seconded  the 
motion  before  the  Council  calling  the  special  meeting  for 
the  reason  that  there  seemed  to  exist  a  misapprehension  in 
the  minds  of  some  of  the  members  as  to  the  Laboratory 
bince  the  Council  took  charge  of  the  School  they  had  done 
their  best  in  the  circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed 
When  he  (Mr.  Carteighe)  was  President  he  spoke  of  the 
-Laboratory  as  being  a  right  thing  for  them  to  conduct 
because  it  was  right  in  itself,  and  the  moral  influence  it 
would  have  on  the  outside  public  was  considerable.  There 
was  no  doubt  the  possession  of  the  Laboratory  had  favour- 
ably affected  them  in  connection  with  the  University  of 
London  scheme.  It  was  surely  worth  something  to  be 
recognised  in  that  intellectual  parliament.    The  ' General 

pop™  11  asked  them-  after  the  Publication  of  the 

J-oao  marmacopceia,  to  nominate  two  members  of  their 
body  to  assist  in  a  conference,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
xaKe  medical,  physiological,  and  pharmaceutical  advice  as 
to  what  work  should  be  undertaken  for  the  Pharmacopoeia 
Committee  The  Medical  Council  did  what  he  and  Mr. 
rn^K7  advised  years  ago,  and  called  together  a  small 
number  of  men  to  decide  what  set  of  subjects  were  to  be  in- 
vesugated.  Dr.  Clark  and  Mr.  Ekin,  who  represented  them 
were  both  associated  with  the  compilation  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeia last  time.  Acting  on  the  advice  of  their  represen- 
tatives on  the  Conference,  the  Medical  Council  had  asked 
aem  to  undertake  certain  work.    The  work  they  were  to  do 

as  to  ascertain  among  other  things  to  what  extent  stan- 
wraisation  of  potent  drugs  could  be  carried  out.  Surely 
hatw?  phafmacy-  Their  workers  had  taken  coca,  and 
udving  devised  a  process  which  answered  for  the  pure  sub- 
thim»1  We*f  t°1See  if  [t  answered  with  a  mixture.  Another 
lot I       *£e  ^termination  of  B.P.  boiling-points  :  he  did 

■ndertakei  w  ™s  l,hannacy.  but  they  ™re  going  to 
■unY .  =  tt  ■'  Physlcal  constants  compiled  in  a  laboratory 
/IrT  ?  Were  imP°rtant  aids  in  determining  the  purity 
certain  substances.  Other  subjects  were  the  determina- 
tion tne  Percentage  of  ash  in  certain  drugs,  and  the 
.3,  7  i  h?  Salts  of  the  Pharmacopoeia.  That  was 
Z  m  a  ^  them  busy  for  s°me  time.  The  grounds  for 
he  Medical  Council  asking  them  to  do  this  work  was  that 


They  Could  be  Trusted, 

and  were  competent  to  go  into  the  work  systematically. 
They  could  not  be  independant  in  regard  to  Pharmacopceia- 
work,  as  the  medical  element  came  in.    He  would  remind 
them  that  in  reality  there  was  no  research  laboratory  as 
distinct  from  any  other  laboratory.    At  one  time  the  labora- 
tories seemed  to  belong  to  one  professor,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  build  a  new  laboratory  for  the  other  professor 
when  they  wanted  research  done,  but  now  the  professors  did 
research-worK  as  part  of  their  duties.    As  regarded  that  part 
of  the  motion  which  required  the  laboratory  to  be  under  the 
control  of  the  professors,  it  took  years  of  fighting  to  get 
them  under  the  control  of  the  Council,  and  now  they  were 
asked  to  give  them  back  to  the  professors.    The  suggestion 
betrayed  a  great  want  of  knowledge  on  Mr.  Butt's  part. 
When  the  scheme  was  propounded  they  thought  to  be  able 
to  get  one  or  two  young  men  to  work  at  50?.  a  year,  but 
experience  showed  them  that  they  could  not,  the  reason 
being  that  the  value  of  Major  men  had  increased,  so  that 
men  could  not  be  obtained  to  take  50?.  when  they  could 
command  150?.  elsewhere.    The  Medical  Council  had  given 
the  Council  a  free  hand  in  the  matter  of  expense,  and  would 
not  allow  them  to  be  out  of  pocket.    They  might  ask  why  it 
was  they  had  not  been  given  these  particulars  before  '.'  Well, 
he  was  not  President.  (Laughter.)  Eut  they  had  to  be  careful 
not  to  let  the  details  transpire,  as  they  had  among  their 
staff  a  number  of  capable  Fellows,  some  of  whom  had  not,  in 
the  past  been  loyal  to  the  Society.    The  early  Pharma- 
copoeias were  largely  works  on   physics,  and    what  was 
once  called  pharmacy    was  moving  away    from  them, 
and  leading  to  standardised  preparations  wiich  might 
sooner  or  later  replace  those  things  formerly  made  under 
the  supervision  of  the  pharmaceutical  chemist.    Dr.  Leech 
was  on  most  friendly  terms  with  the  Society,  and  did  some 
w<  rk  on   ethyl  nitrite  with   Professor  Dunstan   in  the 
laboratories.    As  to  the  publication  of  the  results,  a  large 
number  of  the  readers  of  the  Journal  had  no  great  interest 
in  abstract  chemistry,  but  they  hoped  to  popularise  it  by 
introducing  it  among  matter  which  was  attractive.  Th.3 
workers  were  entitled  to  the  honour  of  the  researches  they 
did,  and  he  did  not  see  why  they  should  interfere  with  them 
for  communicating  the  results  anywhere.    It  was  well  that 
doctors  and  chemists  should  know  that  they  did  good  work, 
and  were  not  mere  trade-unionists.    A  scientific  reputation 
helped  them  to  justify  their  demands  for  professional  recog- 
nition in  Parliament.    He  therefore  moved  as  an  amend- 
ment: "  That  the  work  of  investigation  be  continued  under 
the  direction  of  the  Council  as  heretofore." 

Mr.  Mackenzie  seconded  the  amendment,  and  said  tbey 
were  deeply  indebted  to  Mr.  Carteighe  for  giving  them  the  - 
particulars' he  had.    He  had  sympathised  with  Mr.  Butt's 
arguments,  but  Mr.  Carteighe's  explanation  had  far  out- 
weighed them. 

Mr  C.  Umney  said  they  all  knew  that  the  Research 
Laboratory  was  a  matter  which  Mr.  Butt  had  much  to  heart, 
but  really  there  was  not  much  difference  between  what  Mr. 
Carteighe  and  Mr.  Butt  had  said.  He  had  been  on  two  Phar- 
macopoeia Committees,  and  knew  how  sadly  put  about  they 
had  been  with  no  laboratory  to  refer  to  for  the  purpose  of 
settling  different  points.  They  had,  in  consequence,  to 
sling  monographs  together  and  accept  statements  from  books. 
As  an  instance,  Mr.  Umney  mentioned  the  error  of  f  per  cent., 
in  caustic  ammonia  which  Mr.  Edmund  White  pointed 
out  at  a  recent  evening  meeting.  Glacial  acetic  acid  wa& 
ordered  to  be  tested  by  titration  and  congealation,  which, 
tests  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  had  pointed  out  were  not  in  agree 
ment.  If  Mr.  Butt  had  known  what  Mr.  Carteighe  did  pi 
the  matter  he  felt  sure  the  question  would  not  have  bees 
raised.  Mr.  Butt  wanted  to  have  a  research  laboratory  ii 
that  building  and  to  have  a  report  presented  every  six  month? 
The  report  should  be  published  so  that  other  workers  could 
check  the  results.  Mr.  Butt's  object  would  be  attained  if  the 
Research  Laboratory  was  organised  and  paid  for  by  the 
Society  and  if  the  Medical  Council  contributed  what  the 
Society  could  not  afford. 

Dr.  Symes  considered  that  Mr.  Butt  had  done  a  good 
thing  in  bringing  the  matter  before  the  members.  _  He 
himself  had  given  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  it,  and  in  all 
his  experience  in  the  country  he  had  not  found  anyone  whe 
was  satisfied  with  the  work  done  in  the  Research  Laboratoiy. 
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When  they  agreed  to  the  erection  of  the  new  building  to 
■give  their  research  workers  suitable  accommodation,  they 
•expected  something  for  their  money,  and  they  were  entitled 
to  a  quid  pro  quo.  Mr.  Butt's  remarks  had  been  made  in  all 
Itonesty,  and  he  respected  him  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  brought  the  subject  under  their  notice,  but  since  Mr. 
Carteighe  had  shown  them  what  the  future  would  be  he  con- 
sidered that  Mr.  Butt  had  accomplished  his  object,  and  that 
tie  should  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Walter  Hills  fullowed  in  a  similar  strain, 
ttndoubtodly  some  of  the  members  of  the  Council  and  of 
the  Society  had  been  disappointed  with  the  work 
which  had  been  done  iu  the  Research  Laboratory,  but  he 
believed  it  would  be  much  better  in  the  future.  Apart  from 
that  he  held  that  their  recognition  by  the  University  of 
London  and  by  the  General  Medical  Council  was  the  direct 
•result  of  their  having  a  research  laboratory.  Referring  to 
•the  association  of  the  Society  with  the  Medical  Council  in 
the  past,  he  pointe  1  out  that  it  had  never  been  direct  until 
the  1898  edition  was  under  preparation.  Then  there  was  a 
conference  of  all  the  persons  interested  in  regard  to  certain 
dubious  points,  and  these  were  quickly  settled  when  they 
got  together.  He  then  remarked  to  a  medical  friend  at  the 
table,  "What  a  pity  it  is  we  cannot  begin  preparing  for  the 
next  B.P.  at  once,  and  have  little  meetings  like  this  occa- 
sionally, to  settle  difficulties."  The  motion  was  taken  up 
and  carried  through.  After  referring  to  Dr.  Leech's  sym- 
pathy with  the  Research  Laboratory,  Mr.  Hills  strongly 
-advised  the  meeting  to  leave  the  whole  matter  in  the  hands 
-of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Butt  said  that  when  he  sent  out  his  letter  the  infor 
mation  given  them  that  day  was  not  available,  and  he  had 
'had  no  reply  to  it  till  Mr.  Carteighe  made  his  speech.  If  he 
Iiad  not  had  Mr.  Carteighe's  explanation  he  should  have 
put  the  matter  before  the  meeting  to  vote  upon,  but  the 
■  explanation  was  such  a  perfectly  satisfactory  reply  to  all  he 
-asked  that  he  had  great  pleasure  in  withdrawing  his  motion. 

The  Vice-President  in  a  few  words  said  their  thanks 
were  due  to  Mr.  Butt  for  bringing  the  matter  forward,  and 
"remarked  that  the  Charter  laid  down  that  one  reason  for  the 
Society's  existence  was  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  both 
•  chemistry  and  pharmacy. 

Mr.  HyslOp  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Vice-Presi- 
-  dent,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  1<\  Andrews,  and  carried 
by  acclamation. 

The  members  then  made  their  way  to  the  examination- 
i  bail  for  refreshments. 

Council  Election. 

■The  adjourned  meeting  for  the  election  of  the  Council 
was  held  on  Thursday  afternoon.  It  is  already  known  that 
there  has  been  a  warm  contest  on  this  occasion,  no  fewer 
than  ten  new  candidates,  as  well  as  the  retiring  members, 
going  forward  to  the  vote  At  the  meeting  it  was  reported 
tha1",  5,541  voting-papers  had  been  sent  out  (as  compared 
with  5,468  last  year),  and  3,717  had  been  returned  (3,733  in 
1899).  There  were  55  informal  papers,  and  the  remaining 
.3.652  were  recorded  as  follows: — 


Votes 

'Bateson,  Thomas,  Kendal   

...  1.291 

Oampkiu,  A.  S.,  Cambridge  ... 

686 

Cooper,  Albeit,  Kensington  ... 

...  1,722 

Cross,  W.  G.,  Shre  wsbury 

...  1,680 

Currie,  W.  L.,  Glasgow 

708 

Gibbons,  Walter,  Manchester 

...  1,617 

Gifford,  R.  L.,  Blackburn   

...  1,587 

Goatling,  G.  J.,  Stowmarket  ... 

425 

Grose,  Nicholas  M  ,  Swansea  .. 

...  1,312 

Hills,  Walter,  London... 

...  2,761 

Morrison,  J.  W.  T.,  Tring   

328 

Pickering,  C.  E.,  London 

367 

-Storrar,  David,  Kirkcaldy 

...  1,820 

,  Symes,  Charles,  Liverpool 

...  2,035 

Taylor,  John,  Bolton  ...   

...  1,618 

Warren,  William,  London 

...  1,482 

Wootton,  A.  C,  London   

...  1,870 

Westminster  Misoom. 

LEAD-rOISOMNG. 

On  May  11,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Coghill  (Stoke-upon-Trent), 
Sir  M.  W.  Ridley  said  there  had  been  a  striking  diminu- 
tion in  the  number  of  cases  of  lead-poisoning  last  year  as 
compared  with  previous  years,  and  that  the  medical  ex- 
amination had  undoubtedly  contributed  materially  to  the 
result;  but  he  could  find  no  official  record  of  the  suggestion 
concerning  medical  examination  having  been  made  before 
1898. 

The  Doc  ks  Bill. 

The  London  and  India  Docks  Joint  Committee  Bill  was 
rejected  on  Tuesday  night  without  a  division.  Mr.  Ritchie 
termed  it  a  bald  proposal,  and  said  it  was  obviously  an  entirely 
inadequate  attempt  to  remedy  a  state  of  things  which,  in  the 
interests  of  London,  could  not  be  allowed  to  continue  much 
longer.  Hi  proposed  the  withdrawal  of  the  Bill  in  order 
that  he  might  appoint  a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into 
the  whole  question  of  London  dock  accommodation,  which 
Commission,  he  promised,  should  be  an  impartial  tribunal, 
not  a  partisan  body  ;  and  he  recommended  that  it  should 
consist  of  seven  members.  Acting  on  this  hint,  the  House 
threw  out  the  Bill. 

The  Australian  Commonwealth. 

On  Monday  evening  Mr  Chamberlain  introduced  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Australia  Bill  in  a  speech  which  lasted  nearly 
two  hours.  Describing  at  the  outset  the  general  effect  of  the 
measure  for  the  federation  of  some  of  our  greatest  colonies, 
he  said  it  formed  a  great  and  important  step  towards  the 
organisation  of  the  British  Empire,  and  that,  instead  of  being, 
as  now,  a  congeries  of  separate  States,  Australia,  if  the  Bill 
passed,  would  become  an  indissoluble  Commonwealth,  united 
for  many  of  the  most  important  functions  of  government. 
There  would  be  a  universal  postal  and  telegraphic  service, 
and  it  would  be  possible  hereafter  for  the  railway  communica-  >; 
tions  to  bi  put  under  similar  control.  Everything  which  had  I 
to  do  with  the  exterior  relations  of  the  colonies  concerned 
would  be  a  matter  for  the  Commonwealth  ;  a  common  tariff 
would  be  established ;  there  would  be  inter-colonial  free 
trade  ;  and  there  would  be  a  common  control  over  matters 
relating  to  national  defence. 


'The  Vice-President,  who  was  in  the  chair,  declared  Messrs. 
Cooper,  Cross,  Hills,  Storrar,  Symes,  Taylor,  and  Wootton  to 
ibe  elected.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Scrutineer-  concluded 
<£he  -proceedings. 


Xtterarp  Botes. 

One  of  the  most  useful  guides  to  Paris  we  know  of  is 
the  English  edition  of  Conty's  Pocket  Guide  to  Paris  (Nion,  ; 
30  Gerrard  Street,  London,'  W.,  2s.  6d.).  The  book  is  of 
small  size,  suitable  for  the  pocket,  and  consists  of  336  pages 
of  the  guide  proper,  two  appendices  (with  hotel  information), 
and  a  folded  map  of  Paris  in  a  pocket  in  the  cover.  The 
information  given  is  just  the  kind  Englishmen  require  i 
when  visiting  Paris,  and,  as  far  as  we  have  verified  it,  is 
quite  accurate. 

A  reprint  of  Mr.  F.  C.  J.  Bird's  papers  on  the  analysis  of  j 
ipecacuanha  and  its  preparations  lias  been  issued  from  the 
laboratories   of  Messrs.    C.  R.  Harker,  Stagg  &  Morgan,  | 
Laurence  Pountney  Lane,  E.C.    The  monograph — for  such  it  ' 
is -is  a  splendid  commentary  on  the   difficulties  which 
pertain   to  the  introduction   of  standard  methods  into 
Pharmacopoeias.    It  was  supposed  before  1898  that  we  knew 
about  all  that  was  to  be  known  regarding  ipecacuanha  and 
its  preparations,  but  Mr.  Bird's  investigations  have  revealed 
the  barrenness  of  knowledge  respecting  many  points  that 
are  essential  for  the  production  of  good  galenical  prepara- 
tions  and  for  assaying  them.  The  following  are  some  matters 
dealt  with  in  Mr.  Bird's  monograph  :— Liquid  extract  (pro- 
cess of  assay)  ;  apparatus  employed  ;  preliminary  removal 
of  alcohol;  'loss  of  alkaloid;  effects  of  heat  and  alkali; 
use  of  acetic  acid  ;  the  chloroformic  solution  of  the  alka- 
loids ;  the  alkaloidal  residue,  effect  of  heat  on  and  its  1 
impurity  ;  relation  of  official  results  to  those  of  other  pro- 
cesses; table  of  analyses;  loss  of  alkaloid  on  keeping  t 
preparations  of  ipecacuanha  ;  wine  of  ipecacuanha,  process 
of  assay  ;  assay  of  ipecacuanha-root  (two  processes).  Th°^e 
specially  interested  in  the  subject  may  obtain  copies  of  1 
reprint  from  Messrs.  C.  R.  Harker,  Stagg  &  Morgan. 
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©baervattons  ant)  Inflections. 

By  Xrayser. 

The  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  have  drafted 
=a  Bill,  which  is  now  before  Parliament,  empowering  them 
-"  to  dispose,  by  destruction  or  otherwise,  of  printed  matter  not 
of  sufficient  value  to  justify  its  preservation  in  the  Museum." 
It  is  impossible  not  to  sympathise  with  the  Trustees.  The 
British  Museum  Library  is  a  big  place,  but  the  flood  of 
•literature,  or,  as  they  call  it,  printed  matter,  grows  in  volume 
•every  day,  and  not  1  per  cent,  of  what  is  issued  to-day  will 
•be  worth  looking  at  a  year  hence.  The  reason  of  any 
;  ordinary  man  revolts  against  the  task  of  classifying,  and 
binding,  and  cataloguing  all  the  rubbish  which  is  tD  ba  seen 
on  the  bookstalls  or  is  sold  in  the  streets.  But  who  is  to  do 
■the  sifting  1  It  is  already  being  said  that  some  future 
historian  may  want  to  see  what  sort  of  thi.igs  we  read  in 
the  nineteenth  century,  and  that  for  his  benefit  the  awful 
examples  should  be  preserved  as  religiously  as  the  works  of 

■assured  immortality. 

*  *  *  * 

Mr.  Percy  Wells  it  is  who  has  inspired  the  preceding 
paragraph.  lie  too  asks  for  a  mandate  to  dispose,  by 
'destruction  or  otherwise,  of  three-fourths  of  the  printed 
mutter  which  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  regard 
;  sis  their  special  literature.  Prophecy  is  always  risky,  and  it 
is  particularly  so  when  its  refutation  is  likely  to  appear  on  a 

■  page  preceding  the  prediction.  I  do  not  therefore  anticipate 
'  here  the  reception  which  may  be  accorded  to  Mr.  Wells's 

motion,  b3yond  remarking  that  if  it  is  treited  seriously  no 
one  will  probably  be  more  surprised  than  its  author.  More- 

i  over,  I  am  not  interested  in  the  result  of  the  discussion. 
How  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  chooses  to  have  its  "  printed 

!  matter  "  arranged  does  not  concern  me  in  the  least.   But  the 

!  ^question  Mr.  Wells  raises  has  some  general  interest.  It 
"involves,  or,  if  it  were  threshed  out,  might  involve,  the  dis- 
cussion of  what  part  of  pharmaceutical  journalism  is  the 
most  generally  esteemed.    Which  sections  are  best  worth 

[  preserving  ?    An  authoritative  decision  on  this  point  would 

<be  of  service,  at  least  to  Editors. 

*  s--  *  * 

The  Supplement  I  understand  to  be  Mr.  Wells's  polite 

■  -term  for  what  theologians  used  to  describe  as  "  the  inter- 
')  mediate  place,"  only  Mr.  Wells  offers  no  hope  of  restoration 

for  anything  once  consigned  to  that  section.    It  is  doomed 
'to  the  dustbin  or  the  fire.    That  some  parts  of  any  journal 
aaust  be  of  ephemeral  interest  only  is  necessarily  the  case, 
I  but  the  difficulty  would  b3  to  agree  on  which  are  of  that 
I  -character.    Mr.  Wtdls  would  grant  only  temporary  existence 
;!  to  all  "  news,"  law  reports,  market  reports,  reviews,  associa- 
I  4ion  reports,  obituary  notices,  and  many  things  besides.  He 
•  would  probably  retain  for  binding  everything  that  looked 
scientific,  lengthy  editorial  articles,  and  correspondence. 
That  is  just  the  opinion  of  one  man,  and  probably  no  other 
would  exactly  agree  with  him.    But  if  a  vote  of  the  readers 
•of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  could  be  taken  to  settle 
•what  sections  of  that  paper  could  be  most  cheerfully  dis- 
i  ipensed  with,  I  wonder  what  would  be  the  second  item.  I 

■  am  afraid  there  is  no  doubt  that  poor  "  Xrayser  "  would  be 
the  first.  A  northern  chemist  once  told  me  that  the  first 
"thing  he  always  looked  for  when  he  received  the  C.  $  B. 
was  the  column  of  deaths.  That  was  his  idea  of  enjoyment, 
a  mentioned  this  to  the  Editor  of  a  local  journal  one  day.  He 
-said  a  subscriber  had  just  told  him  that  he  only  took  his 
paper  for  the  sake  of  the  time-table  it  always  contained. 
The  moral  of  all  this  is  that  the  chemist  in  the  abstract,  like 
the  rest  of  the  world,  is  a  being,of  complex  requirements,  and 
hat  no  one  individual  can  expect  to  be  catered  for  solely. 


g,THE  Royal  Academy  Exhibition  this  year  is  said  by  the 
critics  to  be  a  very  satisfactory  one.  I  am  not  an  art  critic 
myself,  and  should  not  be  quite  sure  when  to  use  the  term 
"chiaroscuro."  But  in  looking  through  the  exhibition  a  few 
days  ago  I  found  myself  a  good  deal  interested  in  some  of 
the  portraits — and  there  are  a  great  many  of  these.  The 
chemical-trade  comes  out  pretty  strongly.  Mr.  Henry 
Allhusen,  M.P.,  appears  in  gallery  5  (he  is  the  grandson  of 
Mr.  Christian  Allhusen,  the  famous  alkali-manufacturer,  and 
is  one  of  the  Private  Secretaries  to  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade).  Mr.  Roscoe  Brunner,  who,  I  presume  from  his 
names,  is  associated  pretty  intimately  with  the  chemical- 
trade,  handsomely  personates  prosperity  in  gallery  6 ;  and 
in  gallery  7  there  is  an  admirable  portrait  of  Mr.  Septimus 
Vaughan  Morgan,  whose  keen  interest  in  pharmaceutical 
affairs  has  no  doubt  been  stimulated  by  the  circumstance 
that  in  his  youthful  days  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  this 
journal,  which  owes  a  large  share  of  its  development  to  his 
uncea-ingly  active  brain.  This  portrait,  as  well  as  that  of 
Mr.  Brunner,  is  painted  by  Arthur  Hacker,  A  R.A.  In 
gallery  8  the  veteran  Sir  Lowthian  Bell,  an  ex-President  of 
the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  beams  on  the  visitors  from 
the  canvas  of  Frank  Bramley,  A. R.A. ;  and  near  him  Mr. 
Hudson  Kearley,  M.P.,  mounted,  and  in  hunting-costume, 
seems  to  have  forgotten  all  about  the  tea-trade  and  the  Navy 
which  he  takes  under  his  particular  care  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  Mr.  A.  F.  Walter,  who  I  take  to  be  one  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  Times,  appears  in  gallery  11,  carrying  a 
copy  of  his  paper  with  him,  which  Mr.  Morgan  has  not  done. 
*  *  -x-  * 

The  Clumsy  Attempt  to  convict  a  Nottingham  chemist 
of  selling  laudanum  deficient  in  spirit  on  the  certificate  of  an 
analyst  who  had  "  overlooked  "  the  fact  that  a  new  Pharma- 
copoeia has  been  published  since  1835,  resulted,  necessarily, 
in  a  dismissal  of  the  summons.  The  chemist,  whose 
counsel  said  he  was  prepared  with  evidence  to  show  that 
he  had  committed  no  offence,  was  not  tried— was  not 
even  heard— but  he  was  required  to  pay  his  costs.  That, 
said  the  Chairman  of  the  Magistrates,  was  "the  usual 
course."  To  the  disgrace  of  magistrates  generally  it  must 
be  admitted  that  this  is  "  the  usual  course."  It  is  a  mons- 
trous injustice  that  it  should  continue  to  be  so.  This  is  a 
grievance  which  ought  to  be  remedied  by  united  action.  If 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  were  to  invite  the  co-operation 
of  the  Grocers'  Federation,  and  get  either  a  High  Court 
opinion,  or,  if  necessary,  an  amending  Act  of  Parliament, 
requiring  that  "  the  usual  course  "  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  should  be  the  same  as  the  usual  course  in  all 
other  legal  proceedings — namely,  that  as  a  general  rule  the 
loser  should  pay — it  would  do  more  to  justify  its  representative 
character  than  it  has  ever  done  by  all  the  speeches  which  its 
members  have  delivered  in  glorification  of  themselves  at  all 
the  dinners  they  have  ever  attended. 

Messrs.  Hovendens  have  done  a  service  to  traders 
generally  by  the  action  they  brought  against  a  wholesale 
firm  who  had  given  presents  to  certain  of  their  buyers.  So 
far,  the  reward  of  their  efforts  to  purify  business-methods 
is  a  judgment  which  requires  them  to  pay  their  own  and  the 
defendants'  costs.  I  am  glad  to  find  they  have  appealed, 
but  even  if  they  should  fail  in  their  appeal  (for  it  may  well 
be  that  the  judgment  was  the  necessary  corollary  to  the 
jury's  verdict),  this  should  not  deter  other  firms  from  un- 
sparingly resisting  everything  which  even  looks  like  corrup- 
tion of  their  servants.  The  failure,  if  the  trial  should  result 
in  one,  is  not  in  the  law.  Mr.  Justice  Grantham's  summing- 
up  shows  that.  It  depended  on  the  jury.  Their  opinion  that 
Messrs.  Hovenden  had  suffered  a  farthing's,  worth  of  damage 
was  obviously  illogical.  They  had  either  suffered  damage  to 
the  amount  of  the  presents  given  to  their  servants  or  none 
at  all.  The  jury  in  the  next  case  of  the  kind  may  gee 
things  in  a  different  light. 
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^tutorial  Comments, 


The  Pharmaceutical  Meetings. 

There  was  a  marked  contrast  between  the  brilliant  gathering- 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  at  the  Hotel  Metropole  on 
Tuesday  and  the  meeting  of  the  members  at  17  Bloomsbury 
Square  on  Wednesday  afternoon.  The  evening  gathering- 
was  altogether  indicative  of  prosperity,  influence,  and 
appreciation.  For  a  few  hours,  at  least,  the  plodding  phar- 
macist had  the  opportunity  of  imagining  that  he  was  the 
blood  brother  of  the  physician,  and  that  diis  connection  with 
the  University  of  London  gives  him  the  professional  status 
which  so  many  dream  of.  A  peer's  platitudes  and  vigorous- 
speeches  from  M.P.'s  also  helped  to  take  one  beyond  the- 
range  of  salts  and  senna;  but,  next  day,  in  Bloomsbury 
Square,  we  had  become  prosaic  again,  and  man  after  man  got 
upon  his  legs  and  unconsciously  demonstrated  the  inability 
of  the  average  pharmaceutical  spokesman  to  think  in  aught 
else  but  grains  and  scruples.  It  might  be  surmised  that  those 
mysterious  dishes  and  sparkling  wines  which  were  served  on 
the  Tuesday  evening  induced  the  downcome  ;  but  that  is 
erroneous.  The  annual  dinner  does  not  attract  members  of 
the  Society  who  hold  no  official  position.  Beyond  these 
officers  there  were  scarcely  a  score  of  retail  pharmacists  at 
the  dinner,  and  those  who  were  there  and  spoke  on  Wednes- 
day seemed  more  eloquent  in  consequence. 

The  proceedings  of  the  annual  meeting  were  not  a  shade- 
removed  from  placid  domesticity.  Mr.  Newsholme  made  no- 
attempt  to  fly  high  in  performing  the  presidential  duties, 
which  so  rarely  fall  to  the  lot  of  a  vice-president.  He  ex- 
plained the  items  in  the  revenue  accounts  one  by  one, 
replying  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  to  our  strictures  in 


May  19,  1900 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


851 


regard  to  the  large  yearly  expenditure  on  repairs,  and  ex- 
pressing the  belief  that  700/.  is  not  too  much  for  one  year. 
Speaking  of  the  division  of  the  Qualifying  examination, 
which,  it  appears,  has  had  the  Council's  consideration,  Mr. 
Newsholme  stated  that  no  division  could  take  place  until  there 
was  evidence  of  training  by  a  curriculum  of  study.  This  is 
not  the  first  time  that  this  statement  has  been  made  officially. 
We  fail  to  see  the  logic  of  it.  The  demand  for  the  division 
of  the  examination  has  arisen  solely  on  account  of  the  fact 
that  since  Parliament  declared  that  registered  chemists  and 
druggists  should  be  examined  as  to  their  skill  and  knowledge, 
the  Qualifying  examination  has  been  on  several  occasions  in- 
creased in  stringency,  and  although  immensely  greater 
evidence  of  skill  and  knowledge  is  required  from 
I  candidates  to-day,  the  manner  of  conducting  the  ex- 
,  animation  is  substantially  the  same  as  it  was  in 
1870.  The  few  changes  which  have  been  adopted 
have  chiefly  had  the  effect  of  compelling  candidates 
to  carry  a  greater  load  and  deliver  it  at  the  same  time. 
What  is  wanted  is  more  leisure  for  delivery.  Mr.  News- 
holme  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  new  regulations  as  to 
fees  and  the  new  Preliminary  examination  are  likely  to  keep 
down  the  number  of  persons  entering  the  trade.  That  is  a 
dangerous  admission  to  come  from  the  official  head  pro  tern. 
of  the  body  charged  by  Parliament  with  the  duty  of  supply- 
ing the  public  with  registered  chemists  and  druggists,  and 
it  is  an  unpleasant  prospect  to  put  before  a  body  of  men  who, 
even  now,  feel  the  pinch  of  poverty  in  registered  men  as  assis- 
tants. This  curriculum  question  cannot  be  so  easily  adopted 
as  the  speakers  at  the  meeting  imagined.  There  are  many 
sides  to  it,  and  it  needs  careful  consideration.  In  the  course 
of  the  debate  on  the  report  several  speakers  referred 
to  the  movement  for  the  introduction  of  new  blood  into  the 
Council,  and  their  remarks  in  support  of  it  met  with  the 
sympathy  of  the  meeting.  The  company  question  was  just 
touched  and  no  more  ;  officially  there  was  no  declaration  in 
regard  to  it.  A  satisfactory  statement  was  made  by  the 
Vice-President  about  carbolic  acid,  which  may  be  scheduled 
soon.  Mr.  Wells's  motion  in  regard  to  the  Journal  of 
the  Society  dropped,  and  Mr.  Butt's  with  reference  to  the 
Research  Laboratory  shared  the  same  fate  ;  but  Mr.  Butt 
accomplished  his  object  by  drawing  from  Mr.  Carteighe  a 
declaration  as  to  the  future  of  the  laboratory.  Mr.  Car- 
teighe's  speech  was  the  feature  of  the  day — clever  in  argu- 
ment, politic,  and,  in  a  measure,  conciliatory.  Mr.  Butt 
proved  conclusively  that  the  work  which  has  hitherto 
emanated  from  the  laboratory  has  not  been  pharma- 
i  ceutical.  Mr.  Carteighe  did  not  deny  that,  but  claimed 
that  it  had  brought  recognition  from  higher  bodies 
— especially  to  a  laboratory  director  he  might  have 
added.  He  explained  that  the  Council  have  now 
undertaken  to  do  work  for  the  Medical  Council  on  Phar- 
macopoeia revision.  This  is  to  comprehend  research  on 
■  standardisation,  boiling-points,  the  ashes  of  drugs,  and 
solubilities  of  B.P.  salts.  The  Medical  Council  will  pay  the 
researchers  and  the  material.  This  explanation  satisfied  the 
meeting,  which  seemed  to  share  Mr.  Butt's  views,  and  all 
ended  happily. 

The  result  of  the  Council  election  altogether  justifies  the 
movement  for  new  blood.  Mr.  Wootton,  Mr.  Albert  Coopc  r, 
and  Mr.  Taylor  take  the  places  of  Mr.  Bateson,  Mr.  Grose,  and 
Mr.  Warren.  Mr.  Wootton's  position  on  the  poll  (third)  is  the 
electors'  reply  to  the  vile  attacks  made  upon  him,  and  the  suc- 
cess of  three  of  the  four  on  Mr.  Glyn- Jones's  ticket  is  splendid. 

They  say  that  Mr.  Carteighe  is  to  be  recalled  to  the 
presidential  chair  of  the  Society,  but  Mr.  Newsholme  has 
done  the  presidential  duties  so  well  that  the  expsriment  may 
be  tried  of  electing  a  provincial  president.    We  shall  s;e 
oil  June  13. 


Ultima  Thule. 

Fifty  years  ago  the  industrial  world  was  looking  eagerly 
forward  to  the  opening  of  the  Great  Exhibition  of  the 
Industries  of  All  Nations,  which  was  to  be  housed  in  a 
crystal  palace  in  London.  To-day,  Paris  presents  in  her 
fin-de-siecle  exposition  a  contrast  to  the  effort  of  half  a 
century  ago  which  is  to  the  initial  effort  as  sunlight  unto 
moonlight.  But  it  is  impossible  to  walk  through  the  courts 
of  the  1900  Exposition  without  asking  oneself,  "  Is  this 
the  last — the  Ultima  Thule  ?  "  The  mere  fact  that  a  ques- 
tion like  this  should  arise  in  the  mind  reflects  the  magnifi- 
cence of  the  Exposition,  as  well  as  the  limitations  of  the 
utility  of  such  efforts.  When  the  late  Prince  Consort  started 
the  first  International  Exhibition  advertising  was  yet 
young,  steam  had  not  found  its  potency,  electricity  was  an 
embryonic  force,  science  a  pastime  with  little  direct 
influence  on  industry,  and  men,  as  buyers  and  users, 
required  a  strong  influence  to  take  them  out  of  the  rut  of 
custom.  The  contents  of  the  Crystal  Palace  in  1851  served 
to  advertise  British  industries  well ;  they  brought  them 
into  contrast  with  the  products  of  other  nations,  and  the 
friendly  rivalry  thus  produced  in  the  fifties  has  become 
the  bitterest  of  competition  in  this  last  year  of  the  hundred. 
It  is  now  generally  admitted  that  we  •'  gave  ourselves  away  " 
in  1851;  and  the  fact  is  splendidly  recalled  now  in  Paris, 
where  Britain's  leading  industries  are  practically  unrepre- 
sented, while  Germany  participates  with  that  vigour  which 
characterises  a  young  industrial  Power  pushed  on  by  science 
and  wealth.  Here  and  there  are  indications  of  fresh  enter- 
prise and  new  traders,  but  the  Exposition  has  ceased  to 
accord  with  the  original  conception—  an  industrial  museum — 
and  is  a  big  fair  of  merchants  who  want  markets  and 
position,  or  who  wish  to  show  sympathy  with  France.  The 
influences  which  are  likely  to  determine  the  existence  of 
international  exhibitions  prevent  us,  at  the  present  time, 
speaking  specifically  of  the  sections  of  the  Paris  Exposition 
which  most  interest  chemists  and  druggists.  When  we 
walked  through  the  Chemical  Section  ten  days  ago  the  sun- 
light streamed  into  it  through  unfinished  walls  ;  railway- 
trucks  still  travelled  into  a  contiguous  section,  rails  only 
between  them  and  Mother  Earth,  and  the  German 
exhibitors  had  covered  over  their  showcases  .  and  gone 
for  a  holiday.  The  visitors  numbered  100,000  a  day,  but 
half  of  them  were  workmen  and  attendants.  The  in- 
dustrial market  in  France  has  been  seriously  disturbed  by 
the  Exposition.  For  four  years  thousands  of  artisans  and 
labourers  have  been  withdrawn  from  their  usual  channels  of 
employment  to  push  along  the  gigantic  works  on  the  Seine, 
and  as  these  approach  completion  the  workers  who  are  left 
have  become  lethargic.  Festiria  lente  is  their  motto,  and  they 
have  beaten  the  British  plumber.  That  is  the  reason  why, 
a  month  after  the  opening  day,  the  Exposition  is  unfinished. 

j  It  indicates  that  such  another  grand  effort  may  not  be  made 
again  for  a  generation  or  two.  Francs  has  put  her  heart 
into  it,  and  many,  many  millions  of  francs.  The  immediate 
return  is  assured,  for  sixty  million  entrance-tickets  were  sold 
before  the  gates  were  opened ;  but  the  exhibitors  will  find 

I  their  efforts  handicapped  by  the  ulterior  attractions — the 
side-shows  which  latterly  have  become  the  essence  of  inter- 
national exhibitions.  The  raison  d'etre  has  been  shifted 
from  the  enterprising  to  the  entertaining.  For  the 
sightseer  this  is  excellent,  and  for  the  business  man 
not  altogether  an  evil,  but  for  the  business  of  ex- 
hibitors a  positive  deterrent ;  and  since  the  majority 
of  exhibits  are  now  installed  chiefly  with  the  object  of 
securing  an  award,  they  have  ceased  to  attract  direct 
business.     This  last  factor  is  one   which   is    likely  to 
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determine  the  existence  of  great  international  exhibitions. 
British  manufacturers,  who  have  the  longest  experience  of 
them,  have  practically  ceased  to  participate  in  them,  and 
Americans  appear  to  follow  suit  because  they  do  not  pay. 
Probably  the  best  return  the  exhibitors  get  is  from  press- 
notices.  Through  these  they  are  ensured  that  what  they 
show  will  be  described  by  those  who  know  what  is  novel  and 
good,  and  they  also  secure,  if  they  get  a  diploma,  a  certain 
amount  of  kudos  through  participating  in  a  function  which 
becomes  historic.  Nevertheless,  the  Paris  Exposition  shows 
that  we  have  reached  the  limits  of  such  industrial  enterprise. 
Manufacturers  and  merchants  appear  to  have  realised  that 
they  can  spend  their  money  more  profitably  in  other  direc- 
tions, therefore  nations,  colonies,  unions,  and  corporations 
have  been  enlisted  to  strike  the  balance  with  the  side-shows. 
So  that  we  get  a  magni Scent  spectacle  and  much  inter- 
national felicity,  which  can  have  no  better  setting  than  Paris. 

Genesis  of  the  Pharmacy  Act. 

The  belief  still  obtains  in  certain  quarters  that  all  would 
have  been  well  with  pharmacists  in  Great  Britain  if  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  had  been  allowed  in  the  sixties  to 
get  their  own  way  in  legislation.  This  is  a  bit  of  deception 
which  can  harm  nobody  ;  but,  as  it  is  usually  made  a  tag  for 
abuse  of  those  who  were  not  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
way  of  thinking  in  those  days,  it  is  intolerable.  The 
journal  of  the  Society  again  returns  to  the  matter,  and,  by 
perversion  of  the  facts,  leaves  its  readers  with  the  impression 
that  "  the  original  project  of  the  Society  [education]  was 
watered  down  to  suit  the  desires  of  chemists  and  druggists 
as  a  '  trading  community,'  and  as  a  mere  '  wretched  Poisons 
Act'  it  [the  Pharmacy  Act]  is  branded  with  the  great  seal 
of  the  '  United  Society.'  "  Further  on  it  is  stated  that  the 
original  draft  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Pharmacy 
Bill  of  1864  "  related  to  compounding  of  prescriptions  of 
duly-qualified  medical  practitioners,"  but  "  that  aim  was 
strenuously  opposed  by  the  rank-and-file  of  chemists  and 
druggists,  who  then  sought  incorporation."  We  have  already 
disproved  these  assertions,  but  as  at  the  present  time  chemists 
and  druggists  are  better  disposed  to  consider  facts  in  regard 
to  the 

Stages  in  the  Evolution  of  British  Pharmacy, 

we  venture  to  state  once  more  the  events  which  led  up  to 
the  present  Pharmacy  Act.  That  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  object  has  all  along  been  educational  no  one 
denies  ;  but,  while  we  join  with  those  who  commend  the 
Society's  efforts  in  that  direction,  we  wish  to  emphatically 
deny  the  assertion  made  on  the  Society's  behalf  that  "  out- 
side "  chemists  and  druggists  in  1834  strenuously  opposed 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  educational  efforts.  At  that 
time  there  were  two  Bills  before  Parliament.  In  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society's  Bill  it  was  proposed  to  register  without 
examination  any  person  carrying  on  business  in  Great  Britain 
as  a  chemist  and  druggist  and  keeping  open  shop  for 
the  compounding  of  the  prescriptions  of  duly-qualified 
medical  practitioners.  The  Society  somewhat  strongly 
emphasised  the  idea  that  they  did  not  wish  to  register  mere 
sellers  of  drugs,  but  those  only  who  were  sufficiently 
educated  and  trained  and  who  had  dispensing-businesses. 
Chemists  and  druggists  of  to-day  to  whom  medical  prescrip- 
tions are  still  strange  through  their  infrequency  can  under- 
stand how  this  restriction  of  registration  would  strike  their 
predecessors  of  thirty-six  years  ago,  but  the  "  outside " 
chemists  and  druggists  did  not  oppose  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  proposal  at  all :  they  were  in  the  field  before  the 
Society  with  a  more  comprehensive  measure,  while  they 


equally  recognised  education  as  the  basis  of  future  quali- 
fication. The  following  are  the  preamble  and  enabling 
clause  of  each  Bill  then  before  Parliament : — 


Bill  No.  1 
(Pharmaceutical  Society). 

Preamble  — Whereas  it  is  ex- 
pedient for  the  safety  of  the 
public  that  persons  carrying 
on  the  business  of  a  chemist  anil . 
druggist,  by  retail,  in  the  keep- 
ing of  open  shop  for  the  com- 
pounding of  the  prescriptions 
of  duly  qualified  medical  practi- 
tioners, should  possess  a  com- 
petent practical  knowledge  of 
such  business,  and  to  that  end 
that  persons  before  commencing 
such  business  should  be  duly 
examined  as  to  their  skill  and 
knowledge,  and  that  a  register 
should  be  established  and  kept 
of  all  persons  carrying  on  such 
business,  [&c.]. 

Clause  13.  —  Any  person 
keeping  open  shop  for  the  sale 
or  compounding  of  drugs  by 
retail  who  shall  wilfully  and 
falsely  pretend  to  be,  or  take, 
use,  or  exhibit  the  name  or  title 
of  a  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
or  chemist  and  druggist,  or 
chemist  or  druggist,  or  any 
name,  title,  addition,  or  de- 
scription implying  that  he  is 
registered  under  the  Pharmacy 
Act  or  this  Act,  or  that  he  is 
recognised  by  law  as  a  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  or  a  chemist 
and  druggist,  and  any  person 
not  duly  registered  as  a  phar- 
maceutical chemist,  or  a  chemist 
and  druggist,  who  shall  keep 
open  shop  for  the  compounding 
of  the  prescriptions  of  any  duly 
qualified  medical  practitioner, 
shall  for  every  such  offence  be 
liable  to  pay  a  penalty  or  sum 
of  51. 


Bill  No.  2. 
(United  Society). 

Preamble. — Whereas  it  is  ex- 
pedient for  the  safety  of  the 
public,  and  to  prevent  and'' 
avoid  the  mischief  of  ignorant 
and  incompetent  persons  carry- 
ing on  the  trade  of  chemists- 
and  druggists,  that  persons  exer- 
cising the  business  or  calling- 
of  chemists  and  druggists,  re- 
tailing or  dispensing  drugs 
and  medicines,  should  possess- 
a  competent  practical  know- 
ledge of  drugs  and  medicines 
and  other  branches  of  know- 
ledge, and  should  be  duly 
examined  as  to  their  skill  and. 
knowledge  by  competent  per- 
sons, [&c.]. 

Clause  14. — All  persons  now 
keeping,  or  who  shall  hereafter 
keep,shop  or  store  for  the  retail- 
ing of  drugs,  and  all  persons 
who  shall  be  in  any  manner  en- 
gaged in  retailing  or  dispensing 
dangerous  drugs,  simple  or 
compounded,  as  enumerated  in 
Schedule  A  of  this  Act,  or  in 
the  by-laws  made  as  hereinafter 
empowered  to  be  made,  or  in. 
the  retailing  of  other  than 
patented  medicines  .  .  .  shall 
produce  to  the  Kegistrar  ap- 
pointed under  this  Act  certifi- 
cates from  duly  appointed' 
examiners  of  their  competent 
knowledge  of  drugs  and  medi- 
cines in  general  use,  with  their 
doses,  and  of  their  ability  to 
read  physicians'  prescriptions- 
with  ease  and  accuracy,  and  be- 
registered  [&c.]. 


From  these  extracts  it  will  be  seen  that  the  United  Society 
of  Chemists  and  Druggists  was  quite  at  one  with  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society — first,  as  to  dispensing  ;  second,  in  regard 
to  the  registration  of  titles  ;  and,  third,  in  respect  to  education, 
and  examination.  The  differences  in  detail  we  now  know  to 
be  trivial.  The  United  Society  went  further  than  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  in  proposing,  first,  a  schedule  of 
poisons  (to  meet  Parliamentary  demands) ;  second,  in 
definitely  limiting  the  retailing  of  drugs  and  medicines  to- 
registered  persons  (the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  clause  did 
this  only  iE  the  titles  were  used) ;  and,  third,  in  admitting  to 
the  register  all  persons  at  that  time  engaged  in  retailing  and 
dispensing  drugs  and  medicines. 

The  Select  Committee  and  its  Witnesses. 
Both  Bills  were  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  which  met  early  in  May  of  1835,  under 
the  presidency  of  Mr.  T.  G.  Baring,  then  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department.  The  first 
witness  called  was  Dr.  A.  Svvaine  Taylor,  the  well-known 
toxicologist,  and  his  evidence  was  entirely  directed  to  the 
restriction  of  the  sale  of  poison.  He  maintained  that  none 
but  qualified  persons  should  be  allowed  to  vend  by  retail 
drugs  or  medicines  capable  of  acting  as  poisons.  He  sug- 
gested how  the  sale  and  storage  of  poisons  should  be. 
regulated,  described  the  methods  of  labelling,  and  stated 
that  the  retailers  should  pass  an  examination  either  at  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  or  at  the  Apothecaries'  Hall.  Dr> 
Taylor  was  followed  by  Dr.  John  Simon,  principal  medical 
officer  of  the  Privy  Council,  who  also  urged  the  necessity  for 
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legislation  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  poisons,  and  advocated  a 
high-class  education  for  dispensers  of  medicine,  but  said  that 
''such  persons  as  would  be  considered  ordinary  assistants  for 
the  better  shops  might  be  considered  fit  to  soil  dangerous 
■medicines."  Dr.  Simon  thus  gave  the  Committee  the 
notion  of  two  grades  of  chemists,  one  with  a  lower  qualifica- 
tion for  selling  poisons,  and  the  second  with  a  higher 
qualification  for  dispensing  medicines.  We  wish  to 
emphasise  this,  because  it  has  been,  and  is  still,  occasionally 
asserted  by  representatives  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
that  the  United  Society  was  responsible  for  the  lower  quali- 
fication being  adopted.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Committee 
asked  Dr.  Simon  to  draw  up  a  plan  describing  the  course  of 
examination  suitable  to  each  grade,  but  he  thought  there 
were  others  more  competent  to  decide  on  that  point.  The 
next  important  witness  was  the  late  Sir  Richard  Quain,  who 
approved  of  the  proposal  to  restrict  the  compounding  and 
dispensing  of  medicines  to  properly  qualified  persons,  and  he 
said  that  the  Minor  examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  was  well  adapted  for  testing  the  essential  qualifica- 
tions of  dispensers  of  medicine.  He  thought  the  examina- 
tion might  be  safely  committed  to  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  provided  they  were  placed  under 
Government  control.  He  also  was  of  opinion  that  the  retail 
trade  in  poisons  should  be  confined  to  qualified  chemists, 
and  that  those  who  were  then  in  business  should  not  be 
required  to  undergo  an  examination.  Dr.  Wilson,  of  Edin- 
burgh, followed  Dr.  Quain,  but  did  not  agree  that  the  Minor 
examination  was  sufficiently  high  for  persons  undertaking 
the  business  of  dispensing.  The  late  Mr.  John  Mackay,  of 
Edinburgh,  then  gave  the  Committee  a  description  of  the 
Minor  examination  as  pursued  in  Edinburgh,  and  in  the 
course  of  his  evidence  admitted  that  it  was  desirable  that 
the  sale  of  certain  articles  should  be  confined  to  the  hands 
of  qualified  chemists  and  druggists.  Mr.  Mackay  was  the 
last  witness  called  before  the  Committee  decided  upon  the 
principles  which  should  guide  the  Legislature  in  formulating 
the  resolutions.    These  were  as  follows  : — 

(1)  That  no  compulsory  examination  or  registration  be 
required  of  persons  then  carrying  on  the  trade  of  chemists 
and  druggists. 

(2)  That  the  Bill  should  provide  that  no  persons  should 
sell  certain  dangerous  drugs,  to  be  scheduled,  unless  examined 
and  registered.  [This  as  opposed  to  the  principal  provision 
of  No.  1  Bill  in  regard  to  compounding  medicines.  A  similar 
provision  was  in  No.  2  Bill  (see  before),  and  as  it  seemed  to 
contain  matters  that  Parliament  desired,  it  was  proceeded 
with  as  far  as  Clause  3.] 

A  dissolution  of  Parliament  took  place  shortly  after  this. 
Meauwhile,  Lord  Elcho,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Committee,  and  had  been  asked  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  to  look  after  their  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
succeeded  in  bringing  the  representatives  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  and  of  the  United  Society  into  consultation. 
When  the  next  Parliament  assembled,  in  1836,  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  drafted  a  memorandum  for  presentation  to 
the  Home  Secretary.  Subsequent  to  that  a  deputation  from 
the  United  Society,  and  one  composed  of  Mr.  John  Wade 
and  others,  representing  outside  chemists,  were  received  by 
j  the  Pharmaceutical  Council.  Both  deputations  intimated 
their  complete 

Agreement  with  the  Council's  Memorandum, 

and  the  only  matter  in  dispute  referred  to  the  claim  of 
chemists  and  druggists  to  membership  of  the  Society  and  of 
the  Council.  All  were  in  perfect  harmony  as  to  education, 
examination,  sale  of  poisons,  and  dispensing  of  medicines. 
The  complttion   of  the  compact  was  signalised  by  the 


Executive  Committee  of  the  United  Society  passing  tthe 
following  resolution  on  March  4,  1867  : — • 

To  the  President  and  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  United  Society  of  Chemists- 
and  Druggists,  as  the  exponents  of  the  unincorporated  trade,  hereby 
express  their  gratification  at  the  reconciliation  which  has  been 
accomplished  by  mutual  concession  and  forbearance. 

In  the  same  spirit  they  are  desirous  to  consummate  the  question.' 
of  "  Incorporation  and  Amalgamation "  so  auspiciously  com- 
menced, and  they  therefore  earnestly  invite  the  immediate  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  to  the  drafting  of  a  Bill  for  the  concurrence- 
and  unanimous  support  of  both  Societies,  embracing  the  modifi- 
cations to  the  suggestions  which  have  been  deposited  by  your 
Council  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  and  which  modifications  were  agreed  upon  in  con- 
ference on  the  19th  ultimo. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council's  suggestions  were,  briefly  : — 

(1)  Persons  assuming  chemists'  titles  and  dispensing  medi- 
cines or  selling  scheduled  dangerous  drugs  to  be  registered  ; 

(2)  pharmaceutical-chemist  title  to  be  reserved  for  Major 
men  ;  (3)  future  chemists  and  druggists  to  piass  the  Minor  r 
(4)  all  chemists  and  druggists  might  be  M.P.S.,  not  members 
of  Council ;  (5)  all  registered  chemists  and  druggists  to  be 
exempt  from  jury-service ;  (6)  rights  of  certain  persons  reserved; 
and  (7)  they  laid  down  conditions  for  registering  chemists  and. 
druggists  then  in  business.  The  only  modification  suggested  by 
the  United  Society  was  in  No.  4  :  they  wished  a  representation, 
of  chemists  and  druggists  on  the  Council.  Apart  from  this 
they  completely  agreed  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Council.. 
The  Bill  as  introduced  into  the  House  of  Lords  by  Lord 
Granville  on  May  19,  1868,  differed  from  that  of  the  Council 
in  one  important  particular — viz.,  it  omitted  the  preamble 
sentence  "  or  for  the  compounding  the  prescriptions  of  duly 
qualified  medical  practitioners."  That  sentence  was  omitted) 
because  Mr.  Gathorne  Hardy,  the  member  of  the  Government 
who  was  asked  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  introduce  the 
Bill,  considered  that  the  Select  Committee  of  1865  desired  to- 
restrict  the  operations  of  a  Pharmacy  Act  to  scheduled  drugs  7 
so  that  it  was  Parliament,  and  not  any  section  of  the  drug- 
trade,  that  lopped  off  from  the  various  measures  everything' 
except  the  protection  of  titles  and  the  sale  of  poisons.  The 
chemists  and  druggists  of  to-day  can  judge  for  themselves- 
the  relative  merits  of  the  measures  originally  drafted  by  the 
two  Societies,  and  they  will  see  how  far  a  monopoly  of 
dispensing  the  prescriptions  of  registered  medical  practi- 
tioners and  the  protection  of  titles  would  have  settled  the 
difficulties  which  then  faced  Parliament.  Had  these  alone- 
been  carried,  nine-tenths  of  the  druggists  in  Great  Britain 
would  have  been  outside  the  law,  and  sooner  or  later  it  would 
have  been  imperative,  as  has  been  the  case  in  Ireland,  to 
create  a  lower  qualification  for  retailers  of  poisons.  Had  the 
energies  of  both  Societies  been  devoted  to  pushing  the  wider 
programme  of  the  United  Society,  a  larger  measure  of  pro- 
tection might  have  been  secured,  with  as  full  educational 
provision  as  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  obtained. 


America's  Foreign  Trade. 

The  official  review  of  the  United  States'  trade  with  the  world" 
during  1899  has  just  been  published,  and  it  appropriately  opens 
with  an  optimistic  introduction  by  Mr.  F.Emory,  chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  Trade,  who  twelve  months  ago  described  the 
mercantile  expansion  of  his  country  as  having  then  "  passed 
the  boundaries  of  speculation  and  experiment."  This  year 
he  says  the  expansion  has  "  proceeded  at  a  pace  which  has- 
exceeded  the  expectations  of  even  those  who  were  most  con- 
fident of  a  great  development  of  trade  abroad."  The  most 
notable  point  in  the  review  is  the  large  increase  shown  in  the 
sales  of  manufactured  ai tides,  which  is  said  to  be  due  to  the 
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efficiency  of  the  American  Consular  Service.  The  increase  is 
evidenced  by  the  figures,  which  indicate  that  manufactured 
goods  form  30  39  per  cent,  of  the  total  U.S.  exports,  as 
against  2496  per  cent,  in  1898.  We  note  that  the  total 
exports  were  £1,252,903,987,  compared  with  £1,233,558,140  in 
1898,  the  proportion  of  agricultural  products  being  62  42 
per  cent.,  as  against  69  05  per  cent.  The  total  imports  were 
£798,845,571  in  1899,  compared  with  £631,964,448  the  year 
previously,  43  91  per  cent,  of  the  imports  (or  0  55  per  cent, 
more)  being  free  of  duty.  It  also  appears  that  more  foreign 
materials  for  use  in  manufactures  were  imported,  while 
finished  products  declined  from  16  50  per  cent,  in  1898  to 
14  90  per  cent,  in  1899.  We  observe  a  gratifying  increase 
in  the  importation  of  British  goods  into  the  United  States, 
the  increased  value  last  year  running  into  £33,000,000, 
although  our  purchases  of  American  goods  (chiefly  food- 
stuffs) were  £29,000,000  less  in  value  than  in  1898.  We  are 
still  the  United  States'  best  customer,  for  out  of  the  total 
•exports,  amounting  to  £1,275,499,671,  we  bought  more  than 
half,  as  the  following  figures  show : — 


Exports  to 


Imports  from 


United  Kingdom 
Gibraltar 
Malta,  <fco. 
Bermuda 
British  Honduras 
Canada  ... 
Newfoundland  ... 
British  West  Indies 
British  India 
British  Guiana  ... 
Hong-Kong 
Australasia 
British  Africa  ... 


509,958,335 
420,053 
204,661 
1,175,570 
561,873 
88,284,778 
1,948,168 
9,205,954 
6,928,031 
1,769,199 
7,787,719 
24,155,140 
15,424,000 


S 

142,321,497 
27,307 
9,518 
525,425 
2C9.414 
35,879,770 
535,185 
14,340,364 
40,039,045 
3,518,768 
2,399,943 
5,157,601 
1,375,766 


667,823,781    1  246,339,633 


The  U.S.  exports  to  Australasia  are  on  the  increase,  and 
British  traders  may  well  ask,  Why  ?  The  answer,  we  think, 
i's  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  United  States  business  men 
have  been  quick  to  adapt  themselves  to  special  requirements 
of  other  countries,  and  lately  their  Consuls  and  other 
national  agents  have  given  valuable  aid  to  U.S.  manufac- 
turers seeking  outlets  for  their  products.  Indeed,  Mr. 
McKinley,  in  his  message  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, appended  as  a  preface  to  the  report,  says  : — 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  these  reports  show 
a  marked  increase  in  the  practical  utility  to  our  exporters 
and  manufacturers  of  the  services  of  our  official  representa- 
tives, both  Diplomatic  and  Consular,  in  promoting  trade, 
and  present  a  mass  of  evidence  as  to  the  steady  growth  in 
popularity  in  foreign  markets  of  our  manufactured  goods,  as 
well  as  of  our  food-supplies,  our  raw  materials,  and  the  pro- 
ducts of  our  mines. 

Turning  to  our  own  trade  items  in  the  report,  we  find  that 
the  import  trade  in  chemicals  and  drugs  with  the  United 
States  is  increasing,  the  total  having  reached  £48,247,0  ;7 
last  year,  or  more  than  six  million  dollars  in  excess  of  1898. 
As  this  is  an  American  issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
to  buyers  of  such  goods,  we  cannot  do  better  than  print  a 
list  of  the  articles  referred  to. 

This  we  do  in  the  next  column.  It  will  be  observed  that 
there  are  notable  increases  in  certain  staples — such  as 
gljcerin,  bleaching-powder,  and  quinine — while  even  per- 
fumeries and  s  aps  are  on  the  up  grade.  Of  the  exports  the 
figures  for  medicines  and  paraffin-wax  are  the  most  signi- 
ficant. 


Exports. 


Chemicals,  drugs,  dyes,  medi- 
cines, Stc. 


Acids    $ 

Ashes,  pot  and  pearl      ...  lbs. 

Copper  sulphate  ...       ...  „ 

Ginseng     ...       ...       ...  „ 

Lime,  acetate      ...       ...  ,, 

Medicines,  patent  or  proprietary  § 

Roots,  herbs,  and  barks  ...  ,, 

All  other   ...       ...       ...  „ 

Honey       ...       ...       ...  „ 

Beeswax    ...       ...       ...  lbs. 

Perfumery  and  cosmetics  $ 

Quicksilver    lbs. 

Soap,  toilet  or  fancy      ...  $ 

„    other...       ...       ...  „ 

Spermaceti         ...       ...  lbs. 

Paraffin  wax        ...       ...  „ 

Turpentine          ...       ...  gals. 

Peppermint  oil    ...       ...  lbs. 

Essential  oils,  all  other  ...  $ 


1898 


189,907 
1,103,482 
14,529,466 
185,315 
42,749,892 
2,306,840 
181,994 
4,735,503 
71,301 
124,793 
305,123 
981,497 
333,800 
1,001,330 
251,264 
166,316,732 
18,081,005 
137,181 
1,173,344 


1899 


160,797 
1,283,931 
29,391,586 
190,369 
52,554,507 
2,941,693 
199,122 
5,172,242 
34,319 
290,847 
357,373 
1,263,572 
354,590 
1,418,346 
267,007 
181,860,818 
17,668,228 
116,791 
507,441 


I  in 2io  rt  a. 


1898 


1899 


Cinchona-bark   lbs. 

'Glycerin  ...       ...       ...  „ 

Gum  arabic       ...       ...  ,, 

Camphor,  crude ...       ...  „ 

Gambier  ...       ...       ...  ,, 

Shellac     ...       ...       ...  „ 

Liquorice-root    ...       ...  ., 

'Bleaching-powder        ...  „ 

*  Opium 

crude                         ...  ,, 

prepared  for  smoking  ,, 
Potash 

"chlorate          ...       ...  „ 

chloride         ...       ...  ,, 

nitrate  ...       ...       ...  „ 

all  other    ,, 

Quinine,  sulphate,  &c.  ...  oz. 

Soda 

"caustic  ...       ...       ...  lbs. 

*sal  soda         ...       ...  „ 

*soda-ash        ...       ...  ,, 

Sulphur  or  brimstone  ...  tons 

Vanilla    ...       ...       ...  lbs. 

"Perfumeries,  cosmetics,  &c.  § 

"Soap,  fancy,  perfumed  ...  lbs. 

"all  other        ...       ...  S 


3,512,449 
14,211,419 
837,454 
1,921,589 
39,593,883 
7,836,525 
85,069,637 
108,462,828 

415,317 
119,757 

4,805,332 
103,368,701 
11,461,823 
33,897,471 
3,893,541 

24,981,873 
5  090,768 

67,973,939 
159,790 
131,353 
464,186 
750,074 
248,775 


3,480,277 
21,738,386 
1,040,730 
1,606,360 
35,391,709 
9,556,234 
101,278,912 
123,583,061 

487,379 
106,379 

1,534,657 
117,449,708 
18,961,270 
46,445,562 

4,092,540 

13,363,539 
6,253,052 

49,800,785 
143,234 
283,012 
532,944 
814,517 
275,037 


The  articles  to  which  an  asterisk  is  attached  pay  import- 
duty  :  the  rest  are  free.  Besides  the  specified  articles  there 
are  many  unenumer  ated  which  are  bought  on  this  side.  We 
may  also  note  that  we  hold  our  own  with  foreign  countries 
in  sharing  U.S.  trade.  Germany  comes  next  to  Great  Britain 
in  regard  to  supplies,  her  exports  to  U.S.  being  89 \  million 
dollars ;  France  comes  next  with  seventy  millions,  this 
figure  showing  the  greatest  (next  to  Great  Britain)  propor- 
tionate increase  of  the  year,  it  being  fifteen  millions  and 
Germany  only  twelve  millions  more,  while  Great  Britain  had 
an  increase  of  thirty-one  millions.  Altogether  there  is  no 
reason  why  we  should  be  dissatisfied  with  the  share  of 
American  trade  which  we  get,  nor  with  the  progress  it  shows. 


THE   PARIS  EXHIBITION. 

Cjnsiderable  dissatisfaction  is  being  expressed  hy  some  of 
the  leading  British  firms  in  connection  with  the  allotment 
of  space  at  the  Exhibition,  and  it  is  stated  that  several  of 
them  are  combining  together  with  the  object  of  endeavouring 
to  obtain  a  rearrangement  of  the  stands.  This  especially 
applies  to  Group  XIV.,  where  the  principal  manufacturers 
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of  perfumery,  &c,  complain  that  they  are  exceptionally 
badly  placed.  They  are  said  to  contemplate  covering  their 
stalls  if  the  British  Commission  can  give  no  redress.  The 
question  of  the  division  of  limited  space  at  the  Exhibition 
is  necessarily  a  difficult  and  delicate  one,  but  in  this  instance 
the  Commission  have  unfortunately  overlooked  the  fact  that 
heavy  sanitary- ware  is  very  incongruous  when  placed  side 
by  side  with  such  delicate  goods  as  fancy  soaps  and  per- 
fumery, as  is  the  case  in  the  British  Court  of  Group  XIV. 
This  is  the  more  noticeable  as  the  German  and  especially 
the  Russian  Sections  in  close  proximity  are  arranged  with 
exceptional  skill  and  taste,  and  to  pass  from  these  to  the 
British  Court  and  find  a  display  of  sanitary-ware  surrounded 
by  the  exhibits  of  several  of  the  leading  perfumers  of 
London  would  disturb  the  aesthetic  taste  of  a  Hottentot. 
There  is  still  time  to  rearrange  the  exhibits,  for  some  of 
them  are  purposely  incomplete,  and  it  will  be  a  week  or  two 
before  the  whole  Chemical  Section  is  ship-shape. 

THE  LATEST   BRITISH   POISON  LAW. 

Sir  H.  H.  Johnston,  H.M.'s  Special  Commissioner  and 
Commander-in-Chief  for  the  Uganda  Protectorate,  on 
March  1  signed  an  order  authorising  the  following  regula- 
tions in  regard  to  the  sale  of  poisons  in  the  Protectorate,  and 
they  were  published  in  the  Official  Gazette  for  April  15  :  — 

1.  No  person  shall  sell  any  poison  unless  he  has  been  authorised 
to  do  so  under  these  regulations  by  H.M.'s  Commissioner. 

2.  No  licence  shall  be  granted  unless  the  applicant  either  pro- 
duces a  certificate  of  his  competency  from  the  principal  medical 
officer,  or  otherwise  satisfies  the  Commissioner  that  he  is  a  proper 
person  for  the  issue  of  a  licence. 

3.  Licences  shall  be  granted  in  such  form  as  the  Commissioner 
shall  think  fit,  on  payment  of  a  fee  of  75r. 

4.  Every  licence  under  these  regulations  shall  be  in  operation 
for  twelve  months  from  the  date  thereof . 

5.  Any  unauthorised  person  dealing  in  poison  will  be  guilty  of 
an  offence  under  the  Africa  Order-in-Council. 

6.  In  every  case  where  a  licensee  sells  any  poison  he  shall 
record  the  same  in  his  books,  and  such  record  may  on  demand  be 
inspected  by  any  person  authorised  for  that  purpose  by  a  Govern- 
ment official. 

7.  For  every  licence  granted  hereunder  shall  be  paid  the  sum 
of  75r. 

8.  No  person  in  the  employment  of  the  Administration  shall  be 
liable  to  any  legal  proceedings,  civil  or  criminal,  in  respect  of  any 
act  done  by  him  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  these  regulations. 

9.  In  these  regulations  the  word  "poison  "  shall  mean — 

Arsenic  and  its  preparations.  Cocculus  indicus. 

•    Cyanide  of  potassium  and  all  Datura. 

metallic  cyanides.  Ergot  of  rye. 

Corrosive  sublimate.  Nux  vomica. 

Oxalic  acid.  Strychnine. 

Tartar  emetic.  Prussic  acid. 

Aconite.  St  Ignatius  bean. 

Belladonna.  '  Cantharides. 

Calabar  bean.  Chloroform. 

10.  These  regulations  come  into  force  on  March  1,  1900. 
There  are  no  pharmacies  in  Uganda,  nor  is  it  likely  that  a 

regular  pharmacy  woul  l- pay  at  present.  Patent  medicines 
and  drugs  are  generally  obtained  from  Mombasa  in  British 
East  Africa. 

ROYAL  SOCIETY  FELLOWSHIP. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Royal  Society  at 
Burlington  House  last  week,  the  following  fifteen  candidates 
were  recommended  for  election  to  the  Fellowship  at  the 
anniversary  meeting  on  June  14 :— Mr.  George  Burch,  Pro- 
fessor Edgeworth  David  (of  the  University  of  Sydney), 
Professor  J.  B.  Farmer,  Dr.  Leonard  Hill,  Mr.  J.  Horne,  Mr. 
J.  J.  Lister,  Professor  J.  MacGregor  (of  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia),  Dr.  Patrick  Manson,  Dr.  Thomas  Muir  (of  Cape  Town), 
Professor  A.  Rambaut,  Mr.  William  Sell,  Professor  Baldwin 
Spencer  (of  Melbourne),  Professor  James  Walker,  Mr.  Philip 
Watts,  and  Mr.  Charles  T.  Wilson.  Of  these  candidates  one, 
the  best  known  tj  pharmacists,  is  Professor  J.  B.  Farmer, 
the  botanist,  who  is  an  examiner  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society ;  Dr.  Patrick  Manson,  whose  discovery  of  the  filarial 


nature  of  malaria,  and  whose  studies  of  other  tropical 
diseases  have  opened  up  entirely  new  lines  of  research 
during  recent  years,  is  medical  adviser  to  the  Colonial 
Office;  Mr.  W.  J.  Sell,  M.A.,  the  Cambridge  chemist,  whose 
researches  have  been  a  feature  of  the  Chemical  Society's 
meetings  during  the  past  two  sessions,  deservedly  gets  his 
F.R.S.  ;  and  many  will  hear  with  pleasure  of  the  honour 
conferred  upon  Professor  James  Walker,  of  Dundee,  whose 
studies  in  physical  chemistry,  and  his  expositions  of  the 
ionisation  theory  have  marked  him  out  for  this  early 
recognition. 

Blackpool  Chemists'  association. 


THIS  Association,  started  in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  and 
which  already  includes  every  chemist  in  Blackpool  and 
many  in  the  outlying  district,  held  a  meeting  on  May  9. 

Mr.  Councillor  Laurie  presided,  and  after  the  Secretary's 
report  and  other  routine  business  had  been  disposed  of,  he 
opened  a  discussion  on  the  choice  of  candidates  for  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  election  and  the  policy  of  the  new- 
Council  when  elected.  At  the  outset  ho  said  he  believed  in 
asking  for  plenty.  They  all  believed  that  only  one  thing 
gave  a  person,  or  any  number  of  persons,  the  right  to  use 
titles  implying  registration,  and  that  was  the  qualifying  exam- 
ination. At  present  in  their  own  town  they  saw  a  person  who 
had  not  so  qualified,  by  merely  using  the  word  "  Limited," 
able  to  write  "Chemist"  over  his  shop.  This  was 
anomalous  and  absurd,  and  if  the  famous  Clause  2  in  the 
proposed  Companies  Bill  became  law  it  would  legalise  what 
at  present  was  done  under  protest.  So  far  this  anomaly  was 
not  recognised  in  any  Act  of  Parliament,  and  it  would  be  much 
better  to  have  a  clause  referring  to  pharmacy  omitted  altogether 
than  one  of  that  nature.  As  to  which  of  the  candidates 
would  most  nearly  represent  their  views,  it  had  been  suggested 
that  a  clean  sweep  of  the  old  members  be  made.  He  thought 
that  was  scarcely  rational,  however.  Let  them  carefully  go 
through  the  names  of  candidates,  and  decide,  without  refer- 
ence to  having  been  in  the  Council  before  or  not,  who  would 
be  most  likely  to  vigorously  attempt  to  carry  out  the 
policy  the  Association  had  identified  itself  with,  and  vote  for 
them. 

Mr.  Richardson  said  they  had  had  a  considerable  amount 
of  discussion  as  to  the  position  pharmacists  should  take  with 
regard  to  any  contemplated  legislative  interference,  and 
they  had  agreed  on  the  point  that  titles  should  be  defended. 
The  tendency  of  the  day  was  towards  company-trading,  and 
whatever  the  future  held  it  undoubtedly  would  make  some 
remarkable  modifications  in  that  respect.  How  far  chemists 
were  themselves  to  blame  it  was  not  for  him  to  say,  but  one 
thing  was  certain — that  any  alteration  in  the  law  would  have 
to  be  as  carefully  complied  with  by  registered  as  unregistered 
men. 

Mr.  Ashton,  considered  that  chemists,  as  a  rule,  were 
too  timid.  What  they  asked  for  was  only  their  just 
right,  and  necessary  for  public  safety.  If  they  asked  little 
tliey  would  get  little.  Let  the  chemists  of  Great  Britain 
resolutely  combine  in  demanding  effective  protection  for 
their  titles  and  privileges,  and  they  were  pretty  sure  to 
obtain  better  treatment  than  if  they  sat  down  and  said 
nothing. 

A  vigorous  discussion  followed  in  which  Messrs.  Sankey, 
Buckley,  and  others  took  part,  and  it  was  finally  decided  to 
recommend  all  members  of  the  Association  to  vote  for 
Messrs.  Taylor,  Gifford,  Cooper,  Hills,  Campkin,  Currie,  and 
Storrar. 

Scribing  and  Pre-scribing. — Friend:  "I  thought  you 
were  on  the  telephone,  doctor  ?  "  Celebrated  Physician 
(noted  for  his  bad  handwriting)  :  "  I  used  to  be,  but  I  was 
obliged  to  give  it  up."  Friend:  "How  was  that?"  CP.: 
"  Well,  the  fact  is  that  I  was  worried  out  of  my  life  by 
continual  calls  from  frantic  chemists  who  couldn't  read  my 
proscriptions,  and  so  I  had  it  taken  away."  Friend  :  "  I 
wonder  what  the  chemists  do  now?"  CP.:  "By  Jove!  I 
never  thought  of  that.    I  think. I  must  learn  typewriting." 
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High  Court  Cases. 

A  Slander-action  which  a  Chemist  Wins. 

"Mr.  Justice  Lawrance,  sitting  with  a  common  jury  in  the 
•Queen's  Bench  Division  on  May  11,  heard  the  case  of 
Murphy  v.  Thomas,  which  was  an  action  for  damages  for 
blander.  Plaintiff  is  a  newsagent,  and  defendant  a  chemist, 
both  carrying  on  business  in  Kingsland  Road.  Plaintiff  sent 
■his  boy  to  collect  bd.  for  papers  supplied.  The  defendant 
*aid  he  only  owed  2d.,  and  sent  the  boy  back.  The  latter 
returned,  asked  for  the  2d.,  and  delivered  a  message  sent  by 
the  plaintiff  that  he  refused  to  supply  the  defendant  with 
•any  more  papers.  The  defendant,  it  was  said,  slapped  the 
boy's  face.  The  plaintiff  then  went  to  the  defendant's  shop 
and  alleged  that  the  defendant  called  him  a  thief,  and  said 
he  kept  a  disorderly  house.  For  the  defence,  a  number  of 
witnesses  were  called  who  were  present  in  the  shop,  and 
•denied  that  this  language  was  used.  The  jury  returned  a 
verdict  for  the  defendant,  and  judgment  was  given  accord- 
ingly, with  costs. 

The  Saccharin  Corporation  (Limited)  v.  Quincey. 

Mr.  Justice  Cozens-Hardy  gave  judgment  on  May  15  in 
this  action  (see  C.  $  B.,  May  5).  He  said  that  the  defendant 
in  December,  1897,  and  January,  1893,  purchased  33  lb  5.  of 
-saccharin  from  the  Chemical  and  Drugs  Company  (Limited), 
who  were  then  carrying  on  business  at  Manchester.  The  sole 
(issue  to  decide  was  that  of  infringement.  Dr.  Passmore,  the 
•only  witness  called  by  the  plaintiffs,  had  stated  that  the  twelve 
.patents  may  for  the  purposes  of  this  action  be  treated  as 
'three  for  separate  and  distinct  modes  of  producing  saccharin, 
ilt  is  not  possible  to  tell  from  the  examination  of  any 
particular  parcel  under  which  process  it  has  been  produced. 
These  patents  are  dated  in  1835,  1834,  and  1395.  No  evidence 
■was  adduced  as  to  the  place  where,  or  as  to  the  process  by 
which,  the  parcels  purchased  by  the  defendant  were  produced. 
But  the  plaintiffs  asserted  that  Dr.  Passmore's  evidence  was 
•sufficient,  unless  answered  by  the  defendant,  to  establish 
(that  it  was  made  in  contravention  of  their  rights  as  patentees. 
The  defendant,  who  was  probably  as  ignorant  as  the  plaintiffs 
of  the  place  where,  or  the  process  by  which,  the  purchased 
parcels  were  produced,  claimed  a  nonsuit  on  the  ground  that 
the  plaintiffs  had  not  shown  which  patent  right  was  infringed. 
His  Lordship  considered  that  defendant's  contention  must  be 
sustained  so  far  as  the  injunction  was  concerned,  as  the 
saccharin  was  not  made  under  all  three  processes,  but  one  of 
them,  and  it  may  be  the  1885  patent.  But  he  considered  that 
the  plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  damages,  because  their  rights 
were  infringed.  He  likened  the  infringement  to  a  coal- 
concession  being  granted  by  A.  to  B.,  and  B.  refusing  to  pay 
royalty  because  the  coal  he  brought  to  the  surface  was  not 
taken  from  the  part  leased  to  him  by  A.,  but  from  an 
adjacent  part  also  the  property  of  A.,  neither  previously 
having  knowledge  of  coal  existing  there.  The  plaintiffs' 
three  patents  covered  every  possible  mode  of  producing 
saccharin.  One  of  the  three  patents  must  have  been  infringed" 
The  right  to  damages  was  precisely  the  same,  the  measure 
■of  damages  was  precisely  the  same,  whichever  of  the  three 
patents  was  in  fact  infringed.  The  nature  and  extent  of  the 
wrong  done  by  the  defendant  did  not  depend  upon  the 
particular  patent  infringed.  Justice  required  that,  under 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  plaintiffs  should 
mot  be  without  a  remedy.  His  Lordship  therefore  directed 
an  inquiry  whether  any  and  what  damages  had  been 
sustained  by  the  plaintiffs  by  reason  of  the  use  by  the 
defendant  of  33  lbs.  of  saccharin  purchased  by  the  defendant 
in  December,  1897,  and  January,  1898,  or  any'other  saccharin 
purchased  by  the  defendant  before  June  1,  1899.  He 
reserved  the  costs  of  the  inquiry,  and  expected  the  plaintiffs 
before  proceeding  with  it  to  make  a  definite  demand  of  a 
particular  sum.  With  reference  to  the  costs  of  the  action, 
the  plaintiffs  had  partly  failed  and  partly  succeeded.  His 
Lordship  did  not  r  'gard  with  sympat'iy  or  favour  actions  of 
this  nature  brought  against  a  purchaser,  and  gave  no  costs 
to  the  plaintiffs  up  to  and  including  judgment.  The  sub- 
sequent costs  will  be  reserved. 


There  were  three  other  similar  actions  for  trial  (against 
Messrs.  T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co.,  S.  Galloway  &  Sons,  and  Pratt), 
which  counsel  agreed  could  not  be  distinguished ;  similar 
orders  were  therefore  taken  in  each  action. 

"Red  Drench"  and  "Black  Drink. 

Mr.  Justice  Buckley,  sittiDg  in  the  Chancery  Division, 
on  May  11  commenced  the  hearing  of  the  case  of  Day 
v.  Riley  &  Whittaker,  which  extended  over  four  days.  It 
was  an  action  by  the  plaintiff,  Mr.  Alfred  Silvester  Day, 
trading  as  Day  &  Sons,  at  Crewe,  for  an  injunction  to 
restrain  alleged  infringement  of  his  registered  trade-mark 
for  a  medicine  for  animals,  and  also  to  prevent  infringement 
of  labels  and  passing  off.  The  defendants  carry  on  business 
at  Bury  and  Accrington,  in  Lancashire. 

Mr.  Astbury,  Q.C.,  and  Mr.  Arnold  Herbert  appeared  for 
the  plaintiff  ;  and  Mr.  H.  Terrell,  Q.C.,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Cartnell 
for  the  defendants. 

The  medicines  in  question  were  Day  &  Sons'  "Red 
Drench "  and  Day  &  Sons'  "  Black  Drink."  Defendants 
moved  to  remove  the  trade-marks  from  the  register,  as  being 
descriptive,  and  this  was  first  argued.  It  was  proved  that 
defendants'  articles  had  been  sold  when  plaintiffs'  were 
asked  for. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Day  said  he  was  now  the  sole  member  of  the 
plaintiff  firm.  His  father  and  brother  Thomas  had  been  the 
pioneers  in  cattle-medicines.  They  had  60,000  customers. 
In  1887  he  introduced  the  system  of  three  columns  in  the 
old  label,  so  that  a  farmer  requiring  the  medicine  for 
either  horses,  sheep,  or  cattle  could  go  immediately  to  the 
directions  for  the  class  of  stock  needed.  Defendants'  label 
was  a  copy  of  theirs  word  for  word,  except  for  the  name 
of  the  firm,  and  the  square  bottle  was  a  close  imitation  in 
form. 

On  behalf  of  the  defendants  it  was  suggested  that  the 
original  label  was  written  by  the  late  Mr.  Theobald,  who 
was  associated  with  plaintiffs'  business  in  its  early  years, 
and  that  when  trading  separately  at  Ipswich  for  many 
years  he  had  used  it.  The  label  and  name  being  in  common 
use  before  the  passing  of  the  Trade  Marks  Act,  1875,  it  was 
not  proper  matter  for  a  registered  trade-mark.  In  the 
course  of  the  hearing  the  plaintiffs  gave  up  the  question  of 
copyright  of  the  label  and  trade-mark. 

Mr.  Justice  Buckley,  in  delivering  judgment,  said  it  was 
plain  that  the  defendants  had  passed  off  their  goods  in  such 
a  form  as  to  lead  the  public  to  believe  that  they  were 
plaintiffs'  goods.  Accordingly  an  injunction  must  issue  to 
restrain  the  defendants,  their  agents  or  servants,  from 
passing  off  goods  as  of  plaintiffs'  manufacture,  and  from 
so  selling  as  to  induce  the  public  to  believe  that  they  were 
goods  of  plaintiffs'  manufacture  or  any  preparation  of  medi- 
cines for  animals  of  plaintiffs'  manufacture  by  use  of  the  title 
"  Black  Drink,"  or  any  colourable  imitation  of  it,  or  by  the 
use  of  bottles  and  labels  similar  to  plaintiffs'.  Plaintiffs 
would  have  the  costs,  except  so  far  as  they  had  been 
increased  by  the  claims  which  had  been  abandoned.  As  to 
the  trade-mark,  the  register  must  be  rectified,  and  on  that 
issue  the  defendants  would  have  the  costs. 


Spirits  Act. 

Methylated  Cordial. 

In  the  Southern  Division  Police  Court,  Dublin,  last  week,  a 
case  was  heard  in  which  Messrs.  Cantwell  &  Fitzgerald,  wine- 
merchants,  of  Middle  Abbey  Street,  Dublin,  were  prosecuted 
by  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  for  having  in  their  posses- 
sion on  March  5  last  peppermint  cordial  capable  of  being 
used  as  a  beverage,  in  the  preparation  of  which  methylated 
spirit  had  been  used,  contrary  to  the  130th  section  of  the 
Spirits  Act  of  1880. 

When  the  case  was  called,  Mr.  Collins,  for  the  defendants, 
said  his  clients  did  not  intend  to  contest  the  case,  and  asked 
to  be  allowed  to  submit  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court.  The 
whole  thing  was  a  pure  error. 

Mr.  MacDermot,  for  the  Revenue,  regarded  the  case  as  a 
serious  one,  and  pressed  for  the  full  penalty.  It  was  neces- 
sary that  the  circumstances  should  be  stated. 

Mr.  Collins  said  the  quantity  of  cordial  in  question  in  the 
case  amounted  only  to  about  2  gals.  They  would  submit 
themselves  entirely  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court. 
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Mr.  MacDerniot  said  the  section  under  which  the  prosecu- 
tion was  brought  imposed  a  penalty  of  100/.  on  any  person 
who  either  prepared,  sold,  used,  or  had  in  his  possession  any 
article  in  the  preparation  of  which  methylated  spirit  had 
been  used.  Almost  the  only  cordial  in  which  methylated 
spirit  of  wine  was  used  was  peppermint  cordial,  and  it  was 
difficult  to  detect  the  offence.  On  March  5  two  Revenue 
officers  and  one  chemist  went  to  the  defendants'  premises 
and  took  samples  of  the  methylated  spirit  and  of  the 
cordial.  Witnesses  would  be  produced  to  show  that  the 
foundation  and  basis  of  the  peppermint  cordial  in  question 
was  not  duty-paid  spirit,  but  methylated  spirit  of  wine. 

Mr.  Collins  said  they  would  obviate  the  necessity  for 
calling  witnesses  by  pleading  guilty.  They  had  committed 
an  error,  which  was  no  advantage  whatever  to  their  business. 
The  whole  quantity  in  dispute  was  only  about  2  gals.  The 
Revenue  Department  was  surely  not  vindictive,  and  his 
•clients  would  undertake  never  to  use  the  methylated  spirit 
again. 

After  a  little  further  discussion,  the  Magistrate  imposed 
the  minimum  fine  of  25/. 


Weights  and  Measures  Act. 

Unstamped  Measures. 

At  Buckingham  Divisional  Petty  Sessions  on  May  5,  Richard 
Coates,  of  Tingewick,  shopkeeper,  was  charged  with  having 
in  his  possession  two  glass  fluid-measures,  unstamped  and 
incorrect.  The  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  for  the 
Bucks  County  Council  said  he  visited  the  defendant's  shop, 
and  alongside  some  bottles  of  drugs  found  two  glass  fluid- 
measures,  which  defendant  stated  that  he  only  used  "  for 
selling  plain  drugs."  Neither  of  the  measures  was  stamped, 
and  both  were  incorrect.  A  2-oz.  graduated  glass  fluid 
measure  was  50  minims  in  excess,  and  a  1-oz.  measure  was 
15  minims  deficient. 

The  Chairman  said  he  expected  the  defendant  was  unaware 
that  he  was  doing  wrong,  and  defendant  confessed  that  he 
was  totally  ignorant  that  such  measures  should  be  stamped. 

A  fine  of  15.?.,  including  costs,  was  imposed,  and  the 
measures  were  confiscated. 


Pharmacy  Act. 

At  Dorchester  on  May  14,  Mr.  A.  H.  Evans,  chemist  and 
druggist,  was  fined  5s.  and  costs  for  selling  strychnine  to  a 
gamekeeper  without  making  the  statutory  entry.  Mr.  Symes 
watched  the  case  on  behalf  of  the  South  Dorset  Hunt. 

County  Court  Cases. 

A  Traveller  and  his  Commission. 
In  the  Westminster  County  Court  on  May  9,  his  Honour 
Judge  Lumley  Smith,  Q.C.,  had  before  him  "the  case  of  the 
Rosbach  Springs  v.  Davey,  in  which  the  plaintiffs  sought  to 
recover  the  sum  of  10/.  which,  it  was  alleged,  had  been 
wrongfully  detained  by  the  defendant,  who  was  formerly  a 
traveller  in  their  employ.  The  plaintiffs'  case  was  that  the 
defendant,  since  he  had  left  their  employ,  had  collected 
certain  money  from  customers,  and  when  requested  to  pay 
it  over  to  the  firm  he  refused  to  do  so  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  due  to  him  as  commission.  The  defendant  did  not  dis- 
pute having  collected  the  money  in  question,  but  held  that 
the  money  was  due  to  him  as  stated.  His  Honour  told  the 
defendant  he  had  no  right  to  collect  the  plaintiffs'  accounts 
in  order  to  pay  his  commission,  even  if  any  was  due,  and 
therefore  judgment  would  be  for  the  plaintiffs  for  the  amount 
■claimed,  with  costs. 

A  WlSDOM-TOCTH. 

A  dental  case  of  some  importance  to  chemists  came  before 
Judge  Stonor  and  a  jury,  on  May  14,  at  Marylebone  County 
■Court.  The  plaintiff,  Robert  William  Hindhaugh,  a  joiner, 
living  at  Staines,  Middlesex,  sought  to  recover  damages 
•from  Mr.  Frank  Herbert  Duncan,  L.D.S.,  39  Brondesbury 
Road,  Kilburn,  N.W.,  for  alleged  want  of  skill  or  negligence 
•on  the  part  of  the  defendant  in  connection  with  a  dental 
■operation. 

Mr.  C.  Cavanagh  was  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  and  Mr. 


E.  F.  Lever,  counsel,  defended.  Several  local  chemists  and 
dentists  attended  to  watch  the  proceedings. 

It  appeared  from  the  plaintiff's  statement  that  on  Mr. 
Duncan's  advice  he  attended  to  get  a  wisdom-tooth  extracted 
under  nitrous-oxide  gas.  The  anaesthetic  was  administered 
by  Dr.  Ross,  but  Mr.  Duncan  failed  to  extract  the  tooth, 
although  plaintiff  was  put  under  the  anaesthetic  twice. 
Plaintiff's  mouth  was  injured,  and  he  had  estimated  the 
injury  to  equal  17/.  16*.  6.-7.,  in  loss  of  time,  nursing- 
expenses,  &c. 

Mr.  T.  Scutt,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  Staines,  who  attended 
plaintiff,  stated  that  he  had  suffered  from  septicaemia,  owing 
to  the  use  of  unclean  forceps,  or  from  rough  handling. 

Mr.  William  Hugh  Beresford,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  Egham, 
corroborated. 

Other  witnesses  having  spoken  as  to  the  plaintiff's  health, 
both  before  and  after  the  operation, 

Mr.  Duncan,  the  defendant,  was  called.  He  stated  he 
advised  the  removal  of  the  impacted  tooth  because  it  was 
so  low  in  the  gum  as  to  be  no  good,  but  would  have  destroyed 
the  molar  next  to  it.  He  chose  lower  hawkbill  forceps,  first 
trying  to  use  the  forceps  inwards,  and  then  outwards.  He 
did  not,  however,  deem  it  prudent  to  use  sufficient  force  to 
extract  the  tooth,  because  of  its  awkward  position.  The 
patient  was  under  the  influence  of  the  gas  for  about  forty 
seconds.  When  he  left  the  surgery  defendant  told  him  to 
come  back  again  if  the  tooth  troubled. 

Mr.  Alexander  Michael  Ross,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  Queen's 
Park,  W.,  who  administered  the  anaesthetic,  said  he  saw 
nothing  to  indicate  want  of  skill  or  carelessness  on  the  part 
of  the  defendant. 

Mr.  David  D.  Rogers,  L.D.S.,  97  Marylands  Road,  N.W., 
judging  from  the  evidence  given  in  the  case  and  from  his 
acquaintance  with  the  defendant,  said  he  did  not  think  that 
Mr.  Duncan  was  in  any  way  at  fault  concerning  the 
operation. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff, 
assessing  the  damages  at  17/.  16s.  6d.  for  the  actual  loss 
which  the  plaintiff  said  that  he  had  sustained  through 
the  operation,  with  ten  guineas  for  pain  and  suffering. 

Judgment  accordingly,  with  costs. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Demerara  Sugar. 

The  Magistrates  in  one  of  the  Birmingham  Courts  of  Police 
spent  the  whole  of  May  13  in  hearing  a  summons  against  a 
local  grocer,  Thomas  Giles  Davis,  of  Ladypool  Road,  for  selling 
Demerara  sugar  which  contained  100  per  cent,  of  dyed  sugar 
crystals.  Dr.  Alfred  Hill,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
city,  stated  that,  as  the  result  of  analysis,  he  found  the  sample 
to  be  coloured  with  aniline  dye,  with  the  object,  he  should  say, 
of  making  an  inferior  article  look  like  Demerara.  His  evi- 
dence was  corroborated  by  Mr.  Charles  Edward  Cassal,  F.I.C., 
and  by  Mr.  Alfred  Henry  Allen,  F.I.C.,  of  Sheffield.  On  the 
other  hand,  Mr.  Otto  Hehner,  Public  Analyst  for  Nottingham, 
stated  that  dyeing  West  Indian  sugar  was  almost  universally 
resorted  to  in  order  to  secure  the  yellowish  colour  which 
people  expected  in  Demerara  ;  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Newlands, 
consulting  chemist,  said  he  introduced  the  system  of  dyeing 
sugar  with  aniline  dyes,  and  he  did  it  because  there  was  a 
sensation  caused  by  a  rumour  of  poisoning  by  the  chloride  of 
tin.  Other  witnesses  were  examined,  and  all  agreed  that 
the  aniline  dye  in  the  sugar  was  absolutely  non-injurious  to 
health,  and  that  the  term  Demerara  sugar  was  a  generic  one 
which  applied  to  all  sugar  from  the  West  Indies.  The 
Magistrates  dismissed  the  summons. 

Olive  Oil. 

At  Tunbridge  Wells  Petty  Sessions  on  May  11,  Henry 
Beeching,  of  Lower  Green,  Pembury,  was  fined  5s.,  including 
costs  for  selling  "  olive  o>l  "  which  Dr.  Adams,  of  Maidstone, 
certified  consisted  ent'rely  of  cotton-seed  oil. 

Alum  in  Baking -rowder. 
At  Salisbury  on  May  8,  Samuel  Mitchell,  grocer,  Redlynch, 
near  Salisbury,  was  fined  10s.  and  costs  for  selling  baking- 
powder  which  contained,  according  to  the  analysis,  19  per 
cent,  of  alum. 

The  County  Analyst  for  Wiltshire  in  his  quarterly  report 
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to  the  County  Council,  says  that  during  the  quarter  he  has 
examined  fifty-one  samples  of  baking-powder,  and  ten 
samples  of  analogous  materials,  such  as  blancmange-powder, 
custard-powder,  and  egg-powder.  No  fewer  than  twenty- 
three  of  the  samples  of  baking-powder  and  two  samples  of 
egg-powder  were  found  to  contain  alum.  Baking-powder 
properly  consisted  of  a  mixture  of  bicarbonate  of  soda  with 
farinaceous  matter  and  tartaric  acid,  the  function  of  the  tar- 
taric acid  being,  when  the  flour  had  been  moistened,  to 
liberate  the  carbonic-acid  gas  from  the  bicarbonate  of  soda. 
Alum  was  used  as  a  cheap  substitute  for  tartaric  acid,  and 
in  his  opinion  was  a  highly  pernicious  substance,  inasmuch 
as  it  was  calculated  to  produce  indigestion  and  other  gastric 
troubles.  In  the  twenty-five  samples  of  powder  in  which  he 
had  during  the  past  quarter  detected  alum,  the  proportion  of 
alum  present  had  ranged  from  about  14  to  about  38  per 
cent. 

Golden  Syrup. 

At  Bishop  Auckland  Police  Court  on  May  14,  Messrs.  F.  H- 
Brown  &  Co.,  Glasgow,  were  fined  20/.  and  costs  for  selling 
as  golden  syrup,  "  made  from  pure  cane,"  a  species  of 
treacle,  of  which  80  per  cent,  consisted  of  glucose-syrup.  By 
way  of  qualifying  the  description  applied  to  the  stuff,  the 
manufacturers  had  also  printed  on  the  label  a  notification 
that  the  syrup  contained  "  a  mixture  of  helpful  ingredients." 
Their  solicitor  announced  that  his  clients  had  relinquished 
the  manufacture  of  this  kind  of  golden  syrup,  and  invited 
the  Bench  to  dismiss  the  case,  or,  at  all  events,  to  deal 
leniently  with  them,  but  the  Magistrates  responded  by  im- 
posing the  maximum  fine  of  201.  and  costs. 

Camphorated  Oil. 

At  the  Highgate  Petty  Sessions  on  May  16,  the  adjourned 
summons  against  Charles  Leonard  Seeley,  chemist,  Victoria 
Parade,  Finchley,  fcr  selling  camphorated  oil  which  was 
21  per  cent,  deficient  in  camphor,  was  heard. 

Mr.  E.  Bevan,  county  analyst,  said  the  sample  from  de- 
fendant only  contained  16  78  per  cent.,  instead  of  21  43  per 
cent.,  of  camphor — about  a  fifth  less.  Camphor  did  not 
evaporate.  He  made  some  experiments  himself  in  1898, 
making  the  oil  with  2181  per  cent,  of  camphor  in  it,  and 
leaving  it  in  an  uncorked  bottle  in  his  laboratory.  After 
eighteen  days  it  had  2176  of  camphor,  and  after  thirty-two 
days  2169  per  cent.,  so  that  the  loss  was  very  trifling.  If  there 
was  even  1  per  cent,  short  he  would  say  nothing  about  it. 
He  would  like  to  know  how  the  Bench  would  like  the 
certificates  made  up.  He  would  add  anything  the  Bench 
desired.  Mr.  Cory- Wright  (magistrate)  said  witness  could  not 
expect  the  Bench  to  understand  the  technical  matters,  and 
they  would  like  the  certificates  to  explain  them.  In  answer  to 
the  defendant,  Mr.  Bevan  said  19  8  was  not  the  proper  quantity 
of  camphor.  Defendant  handed  in  an  article  by  Mr.  J.  F. 
Liverseege,  which  appeared  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
of  January  28,  which  stated  that  that  was  so.  If  that  was 
accurate,  then  Mr.  Bevan's  figures  of  deficiency  would  be 
altered.  Mr.  Cory-Wright  said  they  could  not  go  into  that 
— they  could  not  have  cuttings  from  journals. 
Defendant :  This  is  by  an  expert. 

Mr.  Bevan  :  I  made  my  experiment  from  the  British  Phar- 
macopoeia formula. 

Defendant  said  he  made  the  oil  in  very  cold  weather,  and 
he  had  to  heat  it,  and  left  the  cover  off,  which  would 
cause  the  camphor  to  evaporate. 

Mr.  Bevan  :  That  might  make  all  the  difference. 

Mr.  Cory-Wright  said  the  Bench  thought  it  carelessness. 
There  was  no  intention  to  defraud,  and  therefore  the  fine 
would  only  be  20.<.  and  costs. 

At  Dudley  Police  Court  on  May  16,  James  Fearnley  was  sum- 
moned for  selling  camphorated  oil  which  on  analysis  was 
found  to  contain  50  per  cent,  of  cotton-seed  oil.  Defendant 
said  he  bought  the  oil  from  a  drug-stores  at  Hednesford,  and 
sold  it  just  as  he  received  it.  He  asked  for  the  case  to  be 
adjourned  so  that  he  could  get  legal  assistance,  and  the  case 
was  accordingly  adjourned  for  a  fortnight. 


.  Liquid  Air  Wholesale. — Dr.  Ostegren,  of  New  York, 
claims  that  with  a  machine  invented  by  himself  he  will  be 
able  to  produce  daily  1,500  gals,  of  liquid  air  at  a  cost  of 
5c.  per  gal.,  which  price  may  eventually  be  reduced  to  2c. 


Bankruptcy  IReport. 


Be  Frederick  William  Escreet,  Thomas  Allen  Smith,  and 
Harry  Edwin  Walker,  24  Dock  Street,  Hull,  Wholesale 
Confectioners  and  Druggists,  trading  as  Escreet,  Smith  & 
Walker. 

Debtors  appeared  for  their  public  examination  at  the  Hull 
Bankruptcy  Court  on  May  14.  The  liabilities  amount  to 
766?.  18s.  1CW.,  and  the  assets  273/.  7s.  3d.,  and  the  debtors  said 
the  cause  of  their  insolvency  was  lack  of  capital  and  bad  trade. 
The  examination  was  closed. 


(5a3ette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Denny,  C.  J.,  and  Rayner,  H.  E.,  under  the  style  of  Denny 
&  Rayner,  surgeons,  Blackwater,  Hants,  and  Camberley, 
Surrey. 

Plowerdew,  A.  W.,  and  Hunt,  W.  M.,  under  the  style  of 
Flowerdew  &  Hunt,  opticians,  electricians,  and  dealers  in 
photographic  and  lantern  apparatus  and  materials,  Notting- 
ham. 

From  the  "  ScottisJi  Law  Courts  Record." 

Scottish  Chemical  Company  (Alexander  Bissett  and 
Thomas  Robertson),  Greenock.  Debts  by  Mr.  Robertson, 
who  continues. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Order. 
Ha!!/T..  dentist,  Edgware  Road,  W. 

Adjudication. 
Chapelow,  Joseph,  druggist,  Durham. 


S>eeos  of  arrangement. 


Masters,  Henry  Tames,  5  Cheap  Street,  Bath,  chemist. 
Mr.  George  White,  14  Old  Jewry  Chambers,  E.G.,  chartered 
accountant,  has  been  appointed  joint-trustee  with  Mr.  Henry 
Butcher. 

Ruston-Harrison,  Alfred  John,  8  and  10  Carver  Street 
and  44  Westbourne  Street,  Liverpool,  mineral-water  manu- 
facturer. Trustee,  Theodore  S.  Sheard,  13  Harrington  Street, 
Liverpool,  chartered  accountant.  Dated,  May  5  ;  filed,  May  9. 
Liabilities  unsecured,  533/.  12s.  2d. ;  estimated  net  assets, 
400/.    Amongst  the  creditors  are  : — 

£    s.  d. 

Bush  &  Co.,  London    10    0  0 

Calvert  Brothers,  Liverpool    11    0  0 

Duckworth  &  Co.,  Manchester    11    0  0 

Nuttall  &  Co.,  Liverpool   20    0  0 


Ittew  Companies  &  Company  IRews. 

Spies  Petroleum  Company  (Limited).— Capital  700,000/.,  in 
17.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  in  Russia  or  elsewhere  the 
business  of  winners  and  refiners  of  and  dealers  in  petroleum  and 
other  mineral  oils  and  the  products  thereof. 

Anglo-Austrian  Syndicate  (Limited).— Capital  5,000?.,  in_lZ. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  and  deal  with  oil-wells,  collieries, 
mines,  &c,  to  carry  on  the  business  of  petroleum  and  other  oil 
refiners  and  merchants,  coal-masters,  gas-makers,  &c,  and  to 
adopt  agreements  («)  with  the  United  Properties  Acquisition 
Syndicate  (Limited ',  and  (b)  with  L.  R.  Jacobs  and  I.  Klein. 

Carlisle  Varnish  Company  (Limited).— Capital  5,000/.,  in 
1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  formerly  carried  on 
by  the  late  A.  Thompson  at  Canal  Bank,  Carlisle,  as  the  Carlisle 
Varnish  Company,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  varman- 
manufacturers,  oil  and  colour  men,  dealers  in  proprietary  articles, 
&c.  The  first  directors  are  R.  Creighton,  J.  Reay,  T.  S.  Strong, 
J.  Watson,  and  T.  Williamson.  Registered  office,  Devonshire 
Buildings,  24  Devonshire  Street,  Carlisle, 
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Seymour  &  Co.  (Ennis)  (Limited).  —  Registered  in  Dublin 
Capital  1,500/.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business 
of  pharmaceutical  chemists  now  carried  on  by  Bliss  Mary  Peacock 
and  Thomas  Seymour,  under  tho  style  of  Seymour  &  Co.,  at  the 
Medical  Hall,  Ennis,  co.  Clare.  The  subscribers  are  : — -Mrs.  J. 
Peacock,  Clare  Castle,  co.  Clare  ;  Miss  L.  Peacock,  Clare  Castle, 
co.  Clare;  Miss  M.  Peacock,  Ennis,  co.  Clare;  T.  P.  Seymour, 
Ennis,  co.  Clare,  student;  Rev.  R.  Scott,  Ennis,  co.  Clare;  H.  B. 
Harris,  J. P.,  Millview,  Ennis,  co.  Clare;  and  Mrs.  L.Harris,  2 
Palmerston  Road,  Dublin.  Registered  without  articles  of  associa- 
tion.   Registered  office,  O'Connell  Square,  Ennis,  co.  Clare. 

HosriTAL  fob  Epilepsy  and  Paralysis  and  other  Diseases 
of  the  Nervous  System  (Incorporated).  —  Registered  with 
twenty  members  each  liable  for  1?..  Objects  :  To  take  over  the 
Institution  known  as  the  Hospital  for  Epilepsy  and  Paralysis  and 
other  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System.  The  word  "  Limited  "  is 
omitted  from  the  title  by  licence  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  The 
subscribers  are : — H.  Behrens,  34  Gloucester  Square,  London, 
gentleman  ;  H.  Compton,  Eastcott  House,  Kingston  Hill,  Surrey, 
gentleman ;  R.  A.  P.  W.  Ellis,  7  Abbot's  Road,  Hampstead, 
gentleman;  L.  G.  Guthrie,  15  Upper  Berkeley  Street,  W.,  M.D. ; 
G.  Ogilvie,  22  Welbeck  Street,  London,  M.D.  ;  J.  Ogle,  3  Hare 
Court,  Temple,  barrister ;  and  G.  Drummond,  49  Charing  Cross, 
S.W.,  banker.  The  management  is  vested  in  a  committee.  The 
first  members  are  :  H.  Behrens,  H.  Compton,  C.  Drummond. 
R.  A.  P.  W.  Ellis,  G.  A.  Fisher,  L.  G.  Guthrie,  M.D.,  G.  Ogilvie, 
M.D.,  J.  Ogle,  and  W.  A.  Turner,  M.D.  Registered  office,  32 
Portland  Terrace,  Regent's  Park,  N.W. 


Colombo  Apothecaries'  Company  (Limited). — A  general 
meeting  of  the  shareholders  was  held  at  Colombo,  Ceylon, 
on  April  24,  when  the  report  and  accounts  (see  C.  B. 
May  12,  page  807)  for  the  past  year  were  adopted,  and  a 
dividend  of  10  per  cent,  was  declared. 

The  Alkali  Amalgamation.— Particulars  are  now 
available  in  regard  to  the  purchasing  of  Messrs.  Bowman, 
Thompson  &  Co.'s  business  by  Messrs.  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co. 
A  circular-letter  has  been  issued  by  the  directors  of  the 
former  company,  intimating  that  Messrs.  Brunner,  Mond  & 
Co.  (Limited)  had  purchased,  subject  to  confirmation,  the 
entire  undertaking  of  the  company  for  350,440/.,  and  this 
will  enable  the  directors  of  Messrs.  Bowman,  Thompson  & 
Co.  to  pay  off  debentures  at  the  rate  of  105/.  for  every  100/. 
principal.  This  will  absorb  94,500/.  The  balance  of  the 
purchase-money  distributable  among  the  shareholders  is 
66,000/.  fully-paid  10/.  preference  shares  taken  at  11/.  each, 
and  189,940/.  8/.  paid  ordinary  shares  taken  at  8/.  each.  It 
is  proposed  that  the  whole  of  the  selling  company's  portion 
of  the  purchase-money  shall  be  satisfied  by  the  allotment  of 
preference  and  ordinary  shares  of  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co. 
(Limited),  at  the  rate  of  17/.  for  each  10/.  B.  M.  &  Co. 
preference  share,  and  5/.  for  each  of  the  ordinary  shares, 
in  such  proportion  as  the  selling  company  thinks  tit.  A 
clause  has  been  inserted  in  the  agreement  that  in  considera- 
tion of  7,000/.  paid  to  the  directors,  other  than  Mr.  Howitt, 
none  of  them  shall  for  fifteen  years  at  any  place  within  the 
United  Kingdom  or  any  British  colony  or  possession  be  con- 
cerned or  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  ammonia-soda 
or  its  by-products.  Provision  is  made  for  the  cancellation 
Of  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Howitt,  managing  director,  and  a 
Commutation  of  part  of  the  salary  to  which  he  would  have 
been  entitled,  and  as  consideration  for  restrictive  covenants 
he  is  to  receive  from  Messrs.  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  5,000/. 
The  arrangement  is  expected  to  make  Messrs.  Brunner,  Mond 
&  Co.'s  position  unassailable.  That  company  was  formed  on 
February  24,  1881,  with  a  capital  of  3,000,000/.  The 
amount  subscribed  is  1,394,730/.  in  ordinary  shares  of  1/.,  of 
which  731,900  are  fully  paid  and  the  remainder  have  Is. 
paid,  and  812,960/.  in  7-per-cent.  cumulative  preference 
shares  of  10/.,  of  which  61,293  shares  are  fully  paid,  and  the 
remainder,  which  were  issued  in  1896  at  a  premium  of  II., 
have  5/.  capital  and  3/.  10s.  premium  paid  up.  The  ordinary 
shares  were  formerly  of  10/.,  but  in  1899  were  split  into  ten 
1/.  shares.  For  the  half-year  ending  June  2,  3893,  the 
company  paid  100  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares,  and 
since  then  30  per  cent.  At  the  meeting  of  the  shareholders 
of  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  (Limited)  at  Winnington  Hall. 
Northwich,  on  May  16,  Sir  John  Brunner  presiding,  the 
directors  resolved  to  declare  a  dividend  of  40  per  cent., 
making  with  an  interim  dividend,  35  per  cent,  for  the  year, 
which  is  5  per  cent,  above  the  previous  dividend),  carrying 
forward  110,000/. 


ftrafce  IRotes. 


MR.  S.  H.  Maddox,  of  Messrs.  Singer,  Maddox  &  Co. 
(Limited),  Wellington,  N.Z.,  has  taken  an  office  in  Auckland 
House,  Basinghall  Street,  E.C.,  for  business  purposes  while 
he  is  in  London.  Mr.  Maddox  expects  to  be  here  until 
September.  He  has  secured  for  his  firm  the  agency  for 
Messrs.  Jeancard,  Gazan  &  Doumin,  distillers  of  essential  oils. 

"Tabloid  "  Drugs. — Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co., 
Snow  Hill  Buildings,  E.G.,  announce  that  in  future  "  Tabloid  " 
aloes  and  myrrh  (gr.  4),  "  Tabloid"  colocynth  and  hyoscyamus 
(gr.  4),  "  Tabloid "  colocynth  compound  (gr.  4),  and 
"  Tabloid  "  ipecacuanha  with  squill  (gr.  4),  will  be  issued 
sugar-coated  as  well  as  uncoated.  The  change  should  lend 
an  additional  attraction  to  these  much-used  "  Tabloid ' 
drugs. 

Packed  Goods. — We  have  received  from  Messrs  Bur- 
goyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.,  12  Coleman  Street,  E.C..  a  very 
attractive  price-list  of  their  specialities  in  medicinal,  toilet, 
and  household  requisites.  The  list,  which  is  illustrated,  em- 
braces the  whole  gamut  of  a  chemists'  stock.  We  notice 
that  the  firm  offer  to  send  samples  of  their  fruit-essences  to 
pharmacists  applying,  which,  we  take  it,  is  another  way  of 
saying  that  the  essences  will  bear  comparison  with  similar 
products. 

"Photographic  Aids  for  Amateurs  "  is  the  title  of  an 
illustrated  pamphlet  which  Messrs  G.  B.  Kent  &  Sons,' 75 
Farringdon  Road,  E.C ,  supply  to  photographic  chemists. 
The  list  contains,  besides  the  various  brushes  used  in  photo- 
graphy, a  selection  of  other  accessories,  such  as  squeegees, 
storing-boxes,  and  albums.  The  prices  throughout  are  retail 
ones.  The  list  is  supplied  with  the  name  and  address  of  the 
dealer  printed  on,  at  prices  which  vary  according  to  the 
quantity  ordered  ;  but  dealers  can  obtain  the  lists  gratis  when 
orders  of  40s.  and  upwards  are  given. 


flDarriaoc 


Beale— Bray. — On  May  8,  at  St.  George's  Presbyterian 
Church,  Croydon,  by  the  Rev.  A.  N.  Mackray,  M.A.,  Harry  W. 
Beale,  chemist  and  druggist,  son  of  Mr.  F.  W.  Beale,  of 
Eldon  Park,  South  Norwood,  to  Annie,  daughter  of  Mr. 
Alfred  M.  Bray,  of  Tremere,  South  Norwood. 


Deaths, 


Branford. — On  May  2,  Mr.  Alfred  John  Branford,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Strand,  W.C.    Aged  53. 

Harries. — On  April  29,  Mr.  William  George  Augustus 
Harries,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  West  Croydon. 
Aged  28. 

Haywood. — At  Reigate,  recently,  Mr.  Thomas  Burt  Hay- 
wood, of  Burt,  Boulton  &  Haywood  (Limited),  chemical- 
manufacturers,  64  Cannon  Street  and  Victoria  Docks.  Mr. 
Haywood,  who  was  74  years  of  age,  was  a  nephew  of  Mr. 
Burt,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  firm,  and  was  admitted  a 
partner  in  1856. 

Lovett. — On  May  9  Mr  John  Lovett,  the  eldest  employe 
in  the  firm  of  Dakin  Brothers,  wholesale  druggists,  Leaden- 
hall  Street,  E.C.  Aged  50.  Mr.  Lovett  went  with  the  late 
Mr.  Joseph  Dakin  when  he  joined  his  brother  (the  late  Sir 
Thomas  Dakin)  in  partnership,  and  held  the  position  of  head 
packer  in  the  firm  for  many  years.  Latterly  he  was  practi- 
cally pensioned  off,  but  used  to  occupy  himself  with  light 
work  in  the  laboratory.  His  services  were  much  valued 
by  the  firm. 

McLeish.— At  Arbrcath,  Ion  May  13,  Mr.  John  McLeish, 
chemist  and  druggist. 

Roberts. — The  death  is  announced  of  Councillor  W.  E. 
Roberts,  chemist  and  druggist,  24  Castle  Street,  Beaumaris. 
He  had  acted  for  many  years  as  a  trusted  assistant  to  Mr. 
John  Slater,  chemist,  whom  he  succeeded  in  the  business 
only  a  few  months  before  he  was  stiicken  down  with  the 
I  malady  which  caused  his  death. 
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Corner  for  Stuoents. 


MINOR  EXPERIENCES. 
In  London. 

THE  door  of  the  gloomy-looking  building  in  Galen  Place  is 
opened,  and  the  anxious-looking  young  men  slowly  file 
into  the  examination-hall.  There  are  numerous  tables  dotted 
about,  and  each  candidate  is  required  to  direct  an  envelope 
to  himself  in  which  will  be  forwarded  the  result  of  his 
practical  work. 

This  being  done,  names  are  called  out  by  Mr.  Knapman, 
the  clerk  to  the  Board  of  Examiners,  and  each  man  goes  to 
his  work  in  the  laboratory  or  dispensary  ;  those  who  do 
dispensing  in  the  morning  taking  chemistry  in  the  afternoon, 
and  vice  versa. 

The  dispensary  is  one  of  the  most  perfectly  equipped 
imaginable  ;  everything  is  arranged  for  the  convenience  of 
the  operator.  The  working-bench  runs  round  the  room, 
leaving  an  open  space  in  the  middle  where  the  examiners 
watch  proceedings  and  take  notes.  At  10  o'clock  work 
commences,  and  the  different  prescriptions  are  handed  round. 

The  following  is  a  fair  example  of  what  a  candidate  may 
have  to  do: — ■ 

Linimentum  terebinth. 
J  B.P.  quantity. 
Hyd.  perchlor.         ...       ...       ...    gr.  g 

Tr.  tolu  5j. 

Aq.  ad  5iv. 

Fiat  lotio. 

Ferri  arsenatis         ...       ...       ...    gr.  to 

Quin.  sulph  gr.  j. 

Ft.  pil,    Mitte  xxiv.  (Silver.) 

Sulphonal      5j. 

Pulv.  tragac&nth.    ...       ...       ...    gr.  xx. 

Inf.  aurant.  al        ...    §vj. 

Fiat  mistura. 

5j-  t.d.s. 

Emp.  picis    6x4  inches. 

Spread  on  leather. 

In  this  case  the  prescription  does  not  present  a  very 
formidable  appearance,  although  in  other  cases  awkward 
suppositories  or  marginal  breast-plasters  are  set  to  try  us. 
The  silence  is  only  broken  by  the  ring  of  the  pestle,  or,  may- 
be, the  smash  of  a  glass  measure,  dropped  by  one  not  at 
normal  temperature  and  pressure.  The  candidates  are,  for 
the  most  part,  unmolested  by  the  examiners,  although  the  ire 
of  the  latter  is  sometimes  excited  when  abudding  pharmacist 
abstracts  strychnine  from  a  bottle  with  his  fingers,  or  puts 
a  grain  of  red  iodide  of  mercury  into  each  suppository. 

At  1  o'clock  work  has  to  be  finished,  and  candidates  may 
leave  the  building  for  lunch,  to  return  at  1.50  P.M.  In  the 
chemical -laboratories  all  the  necessary  apparatus  is  provided 
to  enable  the  student  to  accomplish  his  task  without  loss  of 
time. 

The  chemistry-paper  is  divided  into  two  parts — qualitative 
and  quantitative — the  latter  consisting  of  an  alkaloidal 
estimation  or  volumetric  estimation  analysis,  a  solution  of 
known  strength  often  being  given  with  which  to  conduct 
the  research.  In  the  qualitative  part  of  the  programme  a 
pill-box  is  presented,  the  contents  to  be  examined  according 
to  the  instructions  on  the  lid,  the  unknown  substance  some- 
times containing  two  bases  and  two  acid  radicles,  and  at 
others  an  organic  compound  such  as  quinine.  Nothing  very 
out  of  the  way  is  given,  although  to  look  at  some  of  the 
perplexed  countenances  one  would  imagine  they  had  to  dis- 
cover a  new  element.  The  trying  day  at  length  draws  to  a 
close,  and  it  is  with  a  sense  of  relief  one  emerges  again 
into  the  open  air  and  goes  home,  to  await,  with  as  much 
patience  as  it  is  possible  to  command,  the  official  note  with 
the  date  for  the  oral  portion  of  the  examination.  Ten  days 
usually  elapse  between  the  first  and  second  day.  If  the 
previous  work  has  been  unsuccessful  the  candidate  is  stopped 
for  three  months. 

The  appointed  date  comes  round  only  1oo  quickly,  and  the 
candidate  again  finds  himself  within  the  fine  examination- 
hall  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  soon  in  the  thick  of 


the  fight,  going  through  from  chemistry  to  pharmacy,  then 
on  to  materia  medica,  botany,  and  Latin,  according  to  the 
orders  given. 

Not  even  the  most  pessimistic  could  find  fault  with  the 
courtesy  of  the  examiners,  but  the  vivd  voce  is  almost 
universally  condemned,  as  too  much  depends  on  the  tempera- 
ment of  the  individual.  The  anomaly  of  a  candidate  having- 
to  go  through  the  first  day  again,  when  he  has  once  passed 
it,  has  already  been  sufficiently  commented  upon  and  its 
unjustness  exposed. 

The  Minor  examination,  speaking  as  a  candidate  who  has 
had  experience  of  it  on  different  occasions,  is  approaching, 
perfection,  but  is  sadly  marred  by  the  two  very  obvious, 
defects,  and  a  pharmaceutical  reformer  who  would  get  these 
defects  altered  would  earn  the  gratitude  of  hundreds  of 
candidates  yearly. — F  J.  B 

COLLEGE  NOTES. 

Mb.  F.  Pilkington  Sabgeant,  Principal  of  the  Leeds  College- 
of  Pharmacy,  has  prepared  and  published  a  series  of  charts  for 
the  analysis  of  the  active  principles  of  plants.  It  is  confined  to- 
strychnine,  morphine,  quinine,  cinchonidine,  cinchonine,  quini- 
dine,  brucine,  starch,  grape-sugar,  cane-sugar,  and  salicin,  which 
are  the  substances  that  Minor  students  are  called  upon  to 
identify.  The  chart  is  simple  and  efficient.  It  is  supplemented 
by  one  for  the  detection  of  substances  insoluble  in  all  acids  or 
mixtures  of  acids :  this  is  the  usual  fusion  and  lixiviation  method 
familiar  to  advanced  students. 

A  New  Syllabus  for  the  Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy  has 
been  prepared  by  the  Principal,  Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley,  Ph.C.  It 
differs  from  most  school  syllabuses  in  being  of  small- sized  pages 
(32mo.),  so  that  it  maybe  carried  in  the  pocket.  The  first  eighteen 
pages  contain  information  in  regard  to  the  Minor  and  Major  classes, 
of  the  school,  and  the  rest  is  useful  information  which  Mr.  Cowley 
has  specially  compiled  for  the  benefit  of  students.  This  comprises 
an  atomic- weights  table  (old  and  new  B.P.  being  compared)  ;  list 
of  indicators  ;  formulae,  equations,  and  molecular  weights  used  in 
B.P.  volumetric  analysis  ;  the  percentage  purity  of  B.P.  chemicals  ; 
tabulated  doses  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  the  medicines  being 
grouped  together  according  to  the  dose,  beginning  with  mydriatic 
alkaloids  wdiose  doses  are  T~  and  gr.) ;  rules  for  percentage 
solutions  ;  and  poison  regulations  for  sale  and  storage.  Doubtless 
there  are  many  students  who  would  like  to  get  a  copy  of  this 
useful  syllabus.  Mr.  Cowley  will  send  one  to  any  student  who 
sends  a  stamped  addressed  envelope  for  the  purpose.  His  address 
is  6  Sandon  Terrace,  Upper  Duke  Street,  Liverpool.  We  understand 
tliat  this  year's  Pharmaceutical  Silver  Medallist  has  been  trained' 
at  this  school. 

Alkali  Studies. — On  Tuesday  the  students  of  the  West  of 
Scotland  College  of  Pharmacy,  with  the  Principals,  Messrs.  Barrie 
and  Mabeii,  visited  the  United  Alkali  Company's  works  i  Messrs. 
Tennant  &  Son)  at  St  Rollox,  Glasgow.  The  party  was  conducted, 
by  one  of  the  staff  over  the  works,  which  cover  an  area  of  sixty 
acres,  and  the  various  stages  in  the  production  of  sulphuric  acid, 
salt-cake,  washing-soda,  chlorine,  bleaching  powder,  finally 
through  the  cooperage  and  the  laboratory,  where  many  chemists- 
are  employed.  Sulphuric  acid  is  produced  on  a  very  large  scale, 
there  being  eight  sets  of  pyrite  burners.  The  acid  is  concentrated 
wholly  in  platinum — glass  being  a  failure — in  shallow  basins,  each 
worth  about  1,5007..  One  was  being  repaired  at  the  time  of 
the  visit,  gold  being  used  as  a  solder  and  melted  by  the  oxy- 
hydrogen  flame.  There  are  in  all  twenty  of  these  basins,  their 
total  value  being  about  35,000?.  Chlorine  is  prepared  by  the. 
action  of  hydrochloric  acid  on  Caucasian  or  Japanese  manganese 
dioxide.  The  manganese  is  recovered  in  the  dry  state  by  the 
li  Dunlop  "  process.  The  still  liquor  is  neutralised  with  chalk, 
allowed  to  settle,  and  the  clear  liquor  heated  under  a  pressure  of 
four  atmospheres  in  a  converter  with  more  chalk.  Manganese- 
carbonate  is  precipitated,  collected,  and  heated  to  a  temperature 
of  600°  F.  for  forty- eight  hours,  when  it  is  converted  into  dioxide, 
which  is  more  efficient  than  the  natural  ore. 


Professorship  of  Cryptogamy. — M.  Perrot  has  been- 
nominated  Professor  of  Cryptogamy  at  the  Paris  School  of 
Pharmacy,  in  place  of  M.  Beauregard,  recently  deceased. 

A  Spanish  Leacue. — At  a  meeting  of  Spanish  pharma- 
cists held  recently  the  question  of  forming  a  league  for  the- 
defence  of  the  general  interests  of  the  profession  was 
discussed.  A  commission  was  appointed  to  further  study 
the  subject  and  make  it  public.  The  special  desire  is  to  do- 
away  with  the  obligatory  association,  which  was  prejudicial! 
to  public  health,  and  contrary  to  the  general  interests  and 
professional  dignity  of  pharmacists— as  the  members  stated 
I  in  a  telegram  recently  sent  to  the  Minister  of  State. 
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personalities. 


Mr.  Ingham  Hope,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been  elected 
a  member  of  Ash  by  School  Board. 

Mr.  Arthur  Edward  Ekins,  Ph.C,  St.  Albans,  and 
public  analyst  to  Herts  County  Council,  has  been  elected  to 
fill  a  casual  vacancy  on  St.  Albans  Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Briggs,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Hebden 
Bridge,  has  opened  a  handsome  new  pharmacy  at  64  King 
Cross,  Halifax.  The  fittings  were  supplied  by  Messrs.  Curtis 
&  Co.,  Leeds. 

Messrs.  W.  W.  Baxter,  R.  C.  Davenport,  and  G. 
finiLLCOCK,  chemists,  have  been  elected  members  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Bromley  and  District  Early  Closing 
Association. 

Miss  Battensly,  who  for  some  time  past  has  been 
acting  as  dispenser  at  the  Camberwell  Dispensary,  has  been 
elected  to  fill  the  vacant  dispensership  for  the  Dulwich  and 
Nunhead  districts. 

Mr.  W.  Donald  Smith,  senior  partner  of  the  firm  of 
W.  E.  Smith  &  Co.,  chemists,  Madras,  expects  to  be  in 
London  on  May  20.  His  address  in  England  will  be 
c/o  Messrs.  J.  Murdoch  &  Co.,  52  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C. 

An  advertisement  appeared  in  our  supplement  last  week 
purporting  to  be  from  Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  chemist,  Durham. 
The  advertiser  was  not  Mr.  Smith,  but  a  gentleman  who 
omitted  to  insert  a  nom  deplume,  "  c.o."  Mr.  Smith,  who  has 
no  occasion  to  advertise  for  a  situation. 

Mr.  Thomas  Goode  Joyce,  B.Sc  (Lond.),  A.I.C.,  F.C.S., 
Assoc.  of  the  Mason  Univ.  Coll.,  has  succeeded  the  late 
Mr.  A.  G.  Hendry,  F.C.S.,  as  chemist  to  Messrs.  Lorimer  & 
Co.  (Limited),  Britannia  Row,  Islington,  N.  Mr.  Joyce  has 
had  several  years'  experience  in  one  of  the  best  pharmaceu- 
tical laboratories  in  England. 

Although  we  gave  particulars  of  the  will  of  the  late  Mr. 
William  Powell,  of  Leeds,  early  in  the  year,  it  has  just  been 
published  by  several  papers,  including  the  Daily  Chronicle, 
which  remarks  a  propos  of  the  net  personalty  (5,477/.)  : — "  It 
is  evident  from  the  will  that  Mr.  Powell  estimated  the  value 
•of  his  estate  at  more  than  65,030/.,  and  he  was  not  regarded 
as  a  man  likely  to  be  mistaken  in  a  matter  of  that  kind. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  documents  which  can  be  inspected 
at  the  Probate  Registry  to  suggest  that  the  value  of  the  estate 
lias  been  sworn  only  l,so  far  as  at  present  can  be  ascer- 
tained." 

Mr.  J.  Pattison  Gibson,  chemist,  Hexham,  is  the  subject 
of  a  "  ten-minute  interview  " 
in  the  Newcastle  Evening 
Leader  of  last  week.  Mr. 
Gibson  was  one  of  the  first 
Volunteers  retiring  with  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  some  years 
ago.  We  learn  from  the  Leader 
that  Mr.  Gibson  was  one  of 
the  earliest  students  of 
photography,  and  has  ac- 
quired considerable  reputa- 
tion as  an  archaeologist. 
It  was  in  the  excavations 
of  the  Roman  wall,  and  in 
photographing  the  Northum- 
brian peel-towers  that  Mr. 
Gibson  did  most  of  his 
antiquarian  work.  As  a 
photograph  -  exhibitor  Mr. 
Pattison  Gibson.  Gibson  has  amassed  over 
fifty  gold  and  silver  medals. 


The  business  of  the  late  Mr.  H.  S.  Smith,  chemical- 
merchant,  38  Lime  Street,  E.C,  whose  death  we  announced 
last  week,  will  be  carried  on  by  his  son,  Mr.  Sidney  H. 
Smith.  The  late  Mr.  Smith  established  himself  in  business 
nearly  twenty  years  ago,  having  previously  been  in  the 
employ  of  Messrs.  W.  Caudery  &  Co.  for'  about  sixteen 
.years. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS — Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Degrees  in  Pharmacy. 

Sir, — Your  last  issue  contained  an  interesting  statement 
by  Professor  Hillhouse  that  he  expected  the  new  Birmingham 
University  would  shortly  be  in  a  position  to  confer  the 
degrees  of  B.Sc.  and  D.Sc.  in  the  department  of  pharmacy. 
Now,  as  any  such  degree  cannot  be  a  licence  to  act  as  a 
dispensing  chemist,  it  must  be  in  the  nature  of  a  post- 
graduate distinction.  Some  students,  of  course,  may  prepare 
for  these  degrees  at  the  same  time  as  they  are  studying  for 
their  pharmaceutical  qualifications,  but  their  number  must 
be  so  limited  that  this  department  can  never  hope  to  rise  to 
distinction  if  it  be  confined  to  those.  But  what  is  needed  is 
a  degree  which  it  will  be  practicable  for  the  ordinary  work- 
ing pharmacist  to  obtain  if  he  is  desirous  of  extending  and 
pursuing  his  studies  and  investigations.  Now  if  the  wishes 
and  requirements  of  pharmacists  in  this  direction  were  laid 
before  the  Senate  of  the  University  before  any  rules  have 
been  formally  adopted,  it  seems  extremely  probable  that 
they  would  try  to  meet  and  satisfy  them.  The  present  diffi- 
culty is  to  get  some  body  which  will  thoroughly  represent 
pharmaceutical  feeling  in  both  countries  in  this  matter, 
which  will  crystallise  it  and  present  it  to  the  Senate  as  the 
authoritative  expression  of  the  wishes  of  British  and  Irish 
pharmacists.  Probably  it  is  not  the  function  of  either  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  to  do  this,  though  they  would 
doubtless  give  any  movement  intended  for  the  betterment  of 
pharmacy  their  countenance.  The  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference,  as  the  only  imperial  body,  would  seem  to  be 
the  most  suitable  organisation  for  the  purpose,  and  surely 
nothing  could  be  more  fitting  than  that  at  the  next  meeting 
the  subject  should  be  discussed,  and  a  resolution  regarding 
it  adopted.  However,  I  understand  that  it  is  felt  by  the 
authorities  of  the  Conference  that  the  subject  smacks  of 
pharmaceutical  politics,  and  that  hence  they  are  debarred 
from  touching  it.  But  if  none  of  these  bodies,  though  per- 
haps favouring  the  desire  for  a  pharmaceutical  degree,  are  to 
take  active  steps  in  the  matter,  surely  it  would  be  possible 
for  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  to  take  a  consensus  of 
opinion  on  the  matter,  and  present  it  to  the  authorities  of 
the  University  ?  It  is  in  touch,  I  suppose,  with  pretty  well 
all  progressive  pharmacists,  and  could  easily  circularise  the 
remnant.  Of  course,  I  may  be  suggesting  a  laborious,  ex- 
pensive, and  unremunerative  task,  but  after  all,  not  for  bread 
alone  does  man  live.  But  what  do  we  want  ?  Our  wish  is, 
I  think,  that  the  Birmingham  University  should  grant  the 
degree  of  B.Sc.  and  the  higher  degrees  to  persons  already 
qualified  as  pharmaceutical  chemists  on  condition  of  their 
passing  certain  examinations  in  subjects  cognate  to  phar- 
macy. No  attendance  at  classes  in  Birmingham  to  be 
required.  Should  the  Senate  see  their  way  to  arrange  this, 
the  best  men  in  pharmacy  in  the  three  kingdoms  would 
become  attached  to  the  University,  and  a  pharmaceutical 
faculty,  probably  the  strongest  in  the  world,  would  be  per- 
fected in  a  short  time.       Yours  faithfully, 

J.  C.  McWalter,  D.P.H.,  L.R.C.S.I.,  &c. 

Dublin,  May  12. 

Pharmacy  in  Trinidad. 

Sir, — To  your  issue  of  February  24  Dr.  Walter  H.  Ince 
communicates  some  interesting  notes  regarding  pharmacy 
in  Trinidad.  I  am  desired  to  point  out  that  his  description 
of  our  rural  districts  is  not  correct  generally,  for  in  most  of 
the  villages  there  is  a  pharmacy,  and  sometimes  more  than 
one.  These,  of  course,  are  ]  not  on  an  elaborate  scale,  but 
they  suffice  for  the  wants  of  the  peasantry.  The  greater 
part  of  the  island  is  intersected  with  good  roads,  and  there 
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are  three  railway-lines,  so  that  the  forlorn  places  mentioned 
by  the  Doctor  are  the  exception  and  not  the  rule.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  advertisement  of  the  Medical  Hall,  which 
he  insists  as  being  a  typical  one,  is  just  the  one  exception  to 
the  rule.  The  owner  of  that  business  is  not  a  druggist,  but 
only  runs  a  drug-store  as  one  of  the  various  branches  of  his 
business,  which  is  quite  distinct  from  the  other  branches, 
and  quite  separate,  though  under  the  same  roof.  No  doubt 
Dr.  Ince  thought  it  would  tickle  your  readers  to  think  that 
the  dmggists  in  Trinidad  undertake  to  decently  inter  the 
victims  whom  they,  with  the  help  of  the  medical  men, 
have  done  to  death.  Then,  again,  the  Doctor  credits  us 
with  the  monopoly  of  perfumes  and  toilet-articles,  which  is 
quite  wrong,  as  the  drapery-shops  keep  those  articles  in  the 
largest  quantities,  and  cut  prices  so  keen  that  there  is  very 
little  to  be  got  out  of  that  trade.  Fortunately,  we  have  got 
the  monopoly  of  patent  medicines  by  retail,  but  grocers  are 
allowed  to  sell  such  ordinary  chemicals  as  sodas  bicarb,  and 
ammon  carb.  I  must  thank  the  Doctor  for  his  kind  words 
about  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  its  efforts  for  the 
good  of  pharmacy  in  Trinidad.  Our  meetings  are  held 
monthly. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Lewis  Inniss, 
Hon.  Sec.  Trinidad  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  April  26. 

Dewsbury's  Choice. 

Sir, — "Xrayser"  seems  to  have  been  touched  in  a  sore  place, 
and  has  consoled  himself  by  writing  a  nasty  little  paragraph 
about  a  solemn  farce — a  paragraph  which  belies  his  pseu- 
donym, otherwise  he  would  not  ignore  that  which  is  plain 
and  obvious,  and  search  for  that  which  exists  not.  The 
Dewsbury  Association  attached  no  other  importance  to  their 
ballot  in  advance  than  that  it  provided  an  easy  way  of 
condensing  their  individual  choice  of  candidates  into  a 
collective  one.  This  was  obvious — glaringly  obvious — and, 
so  far  from  being  a  solemn  farce,  the  ballot  was  an  excellent 
means  to  an  excellent  end.  "  Xrayser  "  may  rest  assured  the 
Association  had  no  desire  to  vie  with  the  C.  $  D.  in  pro- 
phesying the  result ;  and  there  was  not  even  a  wonderfully- 
important,  temptingly-alluring  guinea  dangling  before  their 
eyes.  "  Xrayser's  "  display  of  touchiness  tempts  the  thought 
that,  had  the  choice  of  candidates  made  by  means  of  the 
solemn  farce  been  a  little  different  tin's  misrepresentative 
little  paragraph  would  never  have  seen  light. 

Yours  truly, 

Ossett,  May  15.  Jno.  W.  CUSSONS. 

Companies  Bill. 

The  following  letter  has  been  received  by  Mr.  C.  M. 
Spence,  chemist  and  druggist,  Linlithgow,  in  reply  to  a 
communication  addressed  to  Mr.  A.  Ure,  M.P.  for  Linlithgow 
county  : — 

My  dEAR  Sib, — I  have  been  postponing  my  reply  to  your 
letter  of  the  12th  March  relative  to  the  clause  found  objectionable 
by  the.  pharmaceutical  chemists  in  the  Companies  Bill  until  I 
could  say  something  definite  about  the  prospects  of  the  measure. 
I  now  think  its  chances  of  passing  this  Session  are  somewhat 
remote,  but  I  shall  keep  carefully  in  view  your  proposals  relative 
to  the  objectionable  clause.  I  may  say  that  I  entirely  agree  with 
the  views  you  and  those  who  are  acting  with  you  urge. 

Yours  faithfully, 

House  of  Commons,  May  9,  1900.         (Signed)    Alex.  Ube. 

Koko  Prices. 

Sir, — Please  allow  us  to  reply  to  your  paragraph  in  the 
C.  Sj  J).,  May  12.  Our  offer  of  a  4s.  6d.  trial  bottle  of  Koko 
for  2s.  bil.  is  made  for  the  purpose  of  advertising  and  making 
known  the  preparation.  Many  large  advertisers  give  a  free 
sample  of  their  goods,  and  we  would  do  so,  only  that  Koko 
does  not  admit  of  that  kind  of  advertising,  as  a  small  quan- 
tity would  not- be  a  fair  trial,  and,  for  obvious  reasons,  we 
could  not  give  away  large  bottles.  It  is  only  intended  for 
those  who  have  not  tried  Koko,  as  stated  on  the  coupon,  and 
we  never  send  a  second  bottle  to  the  same  person  if  we  know 
it.    Our  trial  offer  will  soon  be  withdrawn. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Koko-Maricopas  Company  (Limited), 

London,  E.C.,  May  16.  B.  Gurney,  Secretary. 


The  Prospects  of  Pharmacy. 

Sir, — An  experience  of  many  years  tells  us  that  the 
interests  of  chemists  and  druggists  were  never  in  greater 
jeopardy  than  at  the  present  time.  Foes  without  and  foes 
within,  unreliable  friends,  evil  speaking,  and  other  elements 
of  discord  generate  feelings  of  discontent  and  alarm  in  the 
minds  of  the  rank-and-file,  whose  very  existence  depends 
on  the  decision  of  responsible  bodies.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  representatives  of  the  two  sections  of  the 
craft  should  disagree  ;  for  whilst  they  are  doing  battle  the 
enemy — trade  union — is  carrying  out  its  policy,  backed  by  a 
large  amount  of  money.  The  Lord  Chancellor  himself  is  a 
shareholder  in  a  drug  company,  and  Lord  Russell  of  Killowen 
has  an  investment  of  30.000Z.  in  a  limited  company.  Both 
are  of  course  desirous  of  a  good  dividend.  To  add  to  the 
complicity,  several  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
are  involved  in  similar  entanglements.  Now,  the  whole 
matter  narrows  itself  down  to  this  simple  question — What  is 
the  object  of  a  limited  company  ?  It  is  this  :  By  combination 
and  a  good  reserve  fund  a  company  is  enabled  to  compete  with 
the  ordinary  chemist  and  druggist,  who,  in  the  vain  endeavour 
to  sell  at  store  prices,  loses  his  position  as  an  independent 
trader,  and  lowers  his  prices  or  the  quality  of  his  article. 
To  no  avail :  his  merciless  opponents  view  with  unconcern 
his  approaching  poverty,  his  anxiety  "to  provide  .  .  .  things 
honest  in  the  sight  of  all  men,"  and  his  pinched  and 
impoverished  family,  until  the  inevitable  result — having 
reached  the  sticking-point,  he  is  either  absorbed  into  one  of 
these  companies  or,  if  too  old  at  60,  disappears  from  the 
scene  of  his  labours,  and  is  soon  forgotten.  The  inference 
is,  are  the  promoters  of  the  great  combines  that,  like  a 
cancerous  growth,  are  poisoning  the  life-energies  of  the  most 
self-denying,  intelligent,  and  industrious  of  all  callings — are 
these  to  be  considered  "true  and  proper  men  "  to  represent 
our  interests '!  Do  they  support  the  tyrannical  system 
of  company-trading  as  shareholders  or  as  principals  in  such 
establishments  1  Yours  faithfully, 

Vi  et  Armis.  (95,90.) 

For  Union. 

Sir, — It  is  very  satisfactory  to  find  that  my  query  in  your 
columns  of  May  5  has  elicited  so  many  affirmative  answers 
from  candidates.  So  far,  well.  The  members  who  are 
elected  this  week  to  the  Council  will  soon  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  proving  their  sincerity.  If  they  are  in  earnest, 
they  will  not  be  content  to  wait  until  the  present  members 
shall  suggest  an  alliance  with  the  Irish  Society.  That  sug- 
gestion would  probably,  like  an  amended  Pharmacy  Bill,  be 
relegated  to  the  coming  by-and-by.  In  this  connection  it 
is  worth  noting  what  Dr.  Symes  says  in  his  reply  on  page  794  : 
"  Some  six  months  ago  I  asked  the  President  of  the  British 
Society,  publicly,  whether  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
Council  to  co-operate  with  the  Irish  Society  on  the  company- 
question,  and  was  told  it  would  come  later  on  in  all  pro- 
idbility."  The  italics  are  mine.  In  a  few  days  we  shall  be 
able  to  judge  whether  chemists  have  been  thinking  and 
reading  for  themselves,  or  whether  they  have  been  content 
to  vote  like  dummies  at  the  bidding  of  one  or  another 
caucus.  I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  William  Kirkby  for  his 
communication  in  your  issue  of  May  5,  which  drew  a  most 
unsatisfactory  reply  from  Mr.  Walter  Gibbons.  I  believe 
that  the  reactionary  policy  pursued  by  the  Council  is  due  to 
some  undercurrent  of  self-interest.  If  the  meeting  at 
Nottingham  on  May  2  is  any  index  of  the  true  feelings  of 
the  rank-and-file,  as  I  believe  it  is,  it  expresses  their  widely- 
felt  disgust  at  the  feeble  position'  taken  up  by  the  Council 
on  the  Companies  Bill,  which  position  may  yet  be  remedied 
if  we  get  new  blood  of  the  right !  quality  plus  Mr.  Walter 
Hills.  Yours,  &c, 

One  and  Ale.  (84/11.) 


Dispensing  Notes. 


Iodide-and- Quinine  Mixture. 

Sir,— The  same  case  described  under  this  heading,  May  5, 
occurred  to  me  some  years  ago,  and  for  a  time  greatly 
puzzled  me.  I  found  at  last  that  the  reaction  was  due  to 
the  presence  of  a  trace  of  iodate  in  the  iodide  of  potassium 
which  I  had   experimented  with — in  fact  it  was  at  that 
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time  difficult  to  get  from  even  the  best  houses  specimens  of 
iodide  free  from  this  impurity.  The  addition  of  an  acid  to 
the  taltin  question  developed,  of  course,  iodine;  this  attached 
itself  to  the  quinine,  forming  herapathite,  which  caused  the 
brown  colouration,  and  could,  with  care,  be  obtained  in  the 
form  of  crystals,  recognisable  as  artificial  tourmaline  under 
the  microscope.  Yours, 
Weymouth,  May  16.  Thos.  B.  Groves. 

Zinc-oxide  Cream. 

SIR,— How  should  the  following  be  dispensed  ?  It  varies 
at  each  place  it  is  made  up.  Yours  truly, 

O.  W.  (33/15.) 

Zinci  oxidi    Jj. 

Ac.  hydroeyan.  dil   ...  5ij. 

Liq.  calcis    5j. 

01.  oliviB   5j. 

Ft.  applicatio. 

[The  best  method  of  dispensing  this  cream  was  given  by  Mr. 
E.  H.  Parker  in  the  C.  &  D.,  June  19,  1897,  page  982.  The  way 
is  to  mix  the  zinc  and  lime-water  in  a  mortar,  add  the  oil  all  at 
once  with  trituration.  The  prussic  acid  is  stirred  in  towards  the 
end  of  the  process  ] 

A  Quinine  Injection. 

Sir,— Will  Jyou  kindly  say  how  the  following  should  be 
dispensed  1 — 

Cupri  sulph.  ...    5j. 

Qnin.  hydroch.    5ss. 

Sodii  chlorid....       ...       ...       ...  Jss. 

Aq.  ad  Jiv. 

M.    Ft.  inj. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Hepatic.  (40/47.) 
[Dissolve  the  copper  and  sodium  salts  in  hot  water,  then  rub 
up  the  quinine  in  mortar  with  the  solution.  The  quinine  will  not 
dissolve,  but  it  is  easily  diffused  through  the  fluid  on  shaking,  and, 
as  it  is  evidently  intended  for  vaginal  douching,  it  will  in  all 
probability  have  hot  water  added  ;  this  will  then  dissolve  most  of 
the  quinine.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  copper  salt  loses  its  blue 
colour  and  becomes  green  :  it  is  changed  to  chloride.] 


A  Skin-lotion. 

Potass,  sulphuratie  ... 

Zinci  sulph  

Aq.  rosae  ad  ... 

Adde— 

Calamin. 


;>iss. 
5iss. 
3iv. 


5>j. 


the  sale  of  medicinal  articles.  The  recognised  qualification 
for  analysts  is  that  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry.  By  the 
Pharmacy  Act  anyone  assuming  the  title  "  chemist  "  is  liable 
to  prosecution  if  not  registered  under  the  Act.  The  Phar- 
maceutical Society  has  never  attempted  to  stop  bond-fide 
analysts  calling  themselves  analytical  chemists,  but  has 
done  so  with  success  in  the  case  of  a  drug-store  keeper. 

76/34.  M.  P.  S. — No  unqualified  person  may  keep  open  shop 
for  the  sale  of  poisons,  nor  use  the  title  chemist,  either  by 
himself  or  as  a  known  partner  of  a  firm.  Of  course,  if  the 
existence  ofi  an  unqualified  partner  in  a  firm  trading  under 
the  name  of  a  qualified  person  is  unknown,  there  is  not 
likely  to  be  any  prosecution. 

137/15.  New  Subscriber  (I.O.M.)  sends  us  copy  of  an 
agreement  for  lease  of  premises  between  a  landlord  and 
himself,  signed  by  the  landlord  in  presence  of  witnesses,  but 
not  by  the  witnesses,  and  it  is  unstamped.  Will  it  hold  good  ? 
[It  is  perfectly  valid  and  the  fact  that  a  signature  is  not 
witnessed  is  of  no  consequence.  The  witnesses  can  subscribe 
their  names  as  witnesses  now  if  it  is  desired.  All  that  is 
necessary  in  court  is  for  someone  to  swear  that  it  is  the 
landlord's  signature.  We  cannot  speak  with  any  authority 
as  to  Stamp  Acts  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  but  the  absence  of  a 
stamp  on  a  document  does  not  render  it  invalid  ;  it  only, 
where  stamp:duties  are  required,  renders  the  party  tendering 
it  in  evidence  in  court  liable  to  pay  a  penalty  in  addition  to 
the  stamp-duty.  The  lessee  can  transfer  his  interest  to  a 
purchaser,  but  his  proper  course  is  to  issue  a  writ  for  specific 
performance  of  the  agreement,  or  whatever  the  name  given 
to  that  form,  of  action  in  the  local  Courts  may  be.  The 
landlord  will  doubtless  have  to  pay  all  the  costs  of  the  action.] 

76/16.  W.  J.  II. — Tr.  ignatire  amarm  is  not  a  scheduled 
poison,  but  it  should  be,  seeing  that  mix  vomica  is.  Perhaps 
your  query  may  suffice  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  to  the  matter. 

82/58.  C.  IF. — A  chemist  would  be  breaking  no  law  by 
calling  himself  "  Professor  Jones,"  and  holding  consulta- 
tions, and  so  long  as  he  stops  short  at  prescribing  remedies, 
without  dispensing  them,  he  would  not  infringe  the  Apothe- 
caries Act.  " 


Sir, — I  should  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if  you  would 
kindly  tell  me  if  it  is  possible  to  make  a  yellow  lotion  from 
the  above  prescription.  I  have  made  it  up  half-a-dozen 
times,  and  it  has  turned  black  every  time.  The  patient  has 
had  it  made  up  at  three  separate  chemists',  the  result  being 
a  yellow  lotion.  I  say  it  is  impossible  to  make  a  yellow 
lotion  of  it  from  the  ordinary  calamine  of  commerce,  but  my 
customer  says  he  has  had  it  yellow  every  time  but  one  he 
has  had  it  made  up.  S.  T.  (33/5.) 

[When  made  with  zinc  carbonate  this  lotion  is  white,  with 
natural  calanr'ne  "  stone  "  colour,  and  with  "  commercial " 
calamine  pinkish  colour.  The  colours  are  neutralised  to  a  great 
extent  by  the  white  zinc  sulphide  that  is  formed  in  making. 
The  black  colour  mentioned  by  our  correspondent  probably  arises 
from  the  presence  of  iron  in  the  zinc  sulphate.] 


Legal  Queries. 

Before  sending  in  a  query  for  reply  in  this  section  see  if  the 
subject  is  not  dealt  with  in  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary,"  igoo,  pages  212-226,  and  pages  259-262. 


57/8.  Purity.— Entire  or  pure  drugs  vended  by  the 
persons  specified  in  the  Medicine  Stamp  Acts  are  exempt 
irom  duty,  no  matter  how  they  are  put  up  (cachets,  bottles, 
ooxes  &c  ),  so  long  as  they  are  not  compounded.  They 
may  be  recommended  as  mucli  as  you  please. 

a.  *-??'  Enox— No  examination  is  necessary  for  assuming 
uie  title  analytical  chemist,  if  the  person  assuming  it  is  bond 
jute  in  practice  as  an  analyst  and  does  not  keep  open  shop  for 


Miscellaneous  inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


79/37.  A,.  J.- — Stamp-ink.— We  suggest  that  you  use 
either  iodine  green,  Hofmann's  violet,  or  Regina  purple  as 
characteristic  colours  for  stamping-ink.  The  general  formula 
is — 

Aniline  water-soluble  dye   5ij-  to  5iv. 

'Distilled  water        ...       ...       ...  5x. 

Acetic  acid    ...       ...       ...       ...  5'j- 

■Rectified  spirit        ...       ...       ...  ,^iss. 

Glycerin  to    ...       ...       ...       ...  Jx. 

83/11.  Badix  — ,(1)  Fellowship  of  the  Koyal  Photo- 
graphic  Society. — The  membership  of  the  R.P.S.  is  divided 
into  three  classes — ordinary  members,  Fellows,  and  honorary 
Fellows.  Anyone  is  eligible  as  an  ordinary  member,  but 
Fellowship  is  only  ope,n  to  those  members  who  satisfy  the 
Council  that  they  haye  ability  in  one  or  other  of  the  many 
branches  of  photography.  The  entrance-fee  for  members 
is  one  guinea,  and  annual  subscription  one  guinea.  Nomina- 
tion-forms can  be  had  from  the  Secretary,  66  Russell  Square, 
W.C.  (2)  We  are  not  personally  acquainted  with  the  con- 
ditions of  Fellowship  of  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society,  but 
the  Secretary,  \\7  Victoria  Street,  S.W.,  will  furnish  you 
with  the  particulars  pn  application. 

71/16.  AljpJid—  (1)  Aloin  was  prepared  in  1851  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Smith',  Edinburgh,  by  concentrating  an  aqueous 
solution  in  vacuo  to  the  consistence  of  syrup.  The  liquid, 
on  standing  for  two  or  three  days,  deposited  a  crop  of  aloin, 
which  was  purified  by  solution  in  hot  spirit.  Tilden's  process 
was  an  improvement  on  Smith's,  and  consisted  in  dissolving 
1  part  of  aloes  in  10  parts  of  boiling  water,  acidulating  with 
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hydrochloric  acid,  and  allowing  to  cool.  The  liquid  is  then 
decanted  from  the  resinous  matter,  evaporated  to  2  parts, 
and  set  aside  for  a  fortnight  to  crystallise.  The  crystals  are 
washed  with  acetic  ether,  to  remove  any  traces  of  resinous 
matter.  The  aloin  from  Socotrine  aloes  is  obtained  from 
an  alcoholic  solution  prepared  by  digestion  and  boiling. 
(2)  Aloin  is  not  readily  soluble  in  simplj  solvent?,  but  is 
rendered  soluble  by  caustic  or  carbonated  alkalies.  The 
medicinal  activity,  however,  is  considerably  modified. 

74/37.  Viola. — The  addition  of  glucose  to  syr.  violre 
wouldinot  stop  the  crystallising  of  the  sugar,  which,  in  the 
case  of  acid  syrups,  is  due  to  inversion.  There  was  a  note 
bearing  on  this  question  in  the  C.  .y  1> ,  July  1,  1899, 
page  20. 

67/58.  F.  H,  I). — A  recipe  for  one-solution  hair-dye  was 
given  in  the  C.  Sf  \V.  as  recently  as  November  25,  1899, 
page  883.  The  two  Organic  Hair-dyes  most  used  now  are 
para-amido-phenol  and  para-phenylene-diamine.  Both  these 
dyes  when  used  are  mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of  alkali. 
Para-amido-phenol  gives  brown  to  red-brown  tints,  whilst 
the  diamine  is  used  for  producing  the  darker  shades,  but  is 
sometimes  said  to  give  rise  to  a  troublesome  inflammation 
of  the  scalp.  The  darkening  which  follows  the  application 
of  these  substances  is  due  to  oxidation,  and  is  hastened  by 
following  the  application  with  a  weak  solution  of  hydrogen 
peroxide.  You  should  make  some  experiments  on  fur  before 
finally  adopting  a  formula  for  hair-dye 

50/65.    Jamsir  puts  the  following  problem  for  reply  : — 
Having  made  standard  solutions  of  NaCl  and  Na.2C03  con- 
taining respectively  per  litre  5  85  and  5  3  grammes  to  convert 
them  into  B.P.  N/10  solutions  it  i5  necessary  to  dilute  with 
different  proportions  of  water — 

grammes   c.c.    grammes      c.c.      Aq.  c.c.    N  TO  B.P. '99 
NaCl ...  5-85  in  1,000  ==  5-807  in  991  0    +    9  0  =  1,000  c  c. 
Na2C03  5-3     „     „    =  5-2655  in  993'5    +    65  =  1,000  c.c. 

But  having  also  solutions  of  HC1  and  of  AgN03,  the  latter 
agreeing  with  the  two  chlorides,  and  the  HC1  also  agreeing 
with  the  NaX03,  if  I  dilute  the  HC1  with  6  5  c.c.  water  in 
the  litre  to  preserve  the  agreement  with  the  Na.,CO;l,  how 
much  water  must  I  use  for  the  AgNOa  solution  to  continue 
to  agree  with  the  two  chlorides'?  The  difference  between 
6  5  and  9  0  c.c.  water  per  litre  being  more  than  that  caused 
by  many  degrees  of  temperature. 

Na.CO-      HC1      AgN05  NaCl 
c.c.  993-5  =  993-5 

991-0  =  9910  =  991-0 
(grammes  5'2655)  (5  807  grammes) 

This  is  a  nice  one  for  students  of  pharmacy  to  work  out. 

54/64.    Tablets. — We  have  no  idea  what  is  in  Trilene 
tablets,  so  we  cannot  express  an  opinion  about  them. 

r  56/43.  Nauia. — You  will  find  all  the  therapeutical 
terms  that  you  require  for  the  Naval  Hospital  Dispensers' 
Examination  in  Squire's  "  Companion  "  and  the  "  Art  of 
Dispensing,"  and  for  brevity  in  regard  to  the  therapeutic  uses 
of  drugs  you  cannot  do  better  than  read  the  "  Medical 
Properties "  paragraphs  in  Squire.  You  may  also  read 
"  Diseases  and  Remedies." 

56/56.  Canard. — Pharmacy  in  "New  York. — Write  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  College  of  Pharmacy,  New  York  City, 
for  a  copy  of  the  prospectus  of  the  College,  in  which  you 
will  find  all  particulars  regarding  the  curriculum  for  the 
diploma  of  the  College.  It  is  not,  however,  necessary  to 
graduate  at  the  College  in  order  to  practise  in  New  York, 
for  there  is  a  Board  of  Pharmacy  which  conducts  an  exami- 
nation of  its  own  in  similar  subjects  to  the  Minor,  but  not 
so  advanced.  Every  State  has  its  own  board,  and  all  these 
boards,  as  far  as  we  are  aware,  accept  the  diploma  of  the 
New  York  College.  That  is  the  advantage  of  a  College 
certificate.  Two  years  at  the  College  is  the  shortest  time 
one  can  get  the  diploma  in.  English  is  a  good  enough 
language  for  the  [United  States.  There  are  many  other 
languages  spoken,  but  everybody  who  wants  to  get  on  must 
sooner  or  later  learn  to  speak  English.  You  will  find  the 
American  druggist's  lot  not  quite  so  good  as  the  condition  of 
affairs  here.  We  are  more  to  the  square  mile,  but  there  a:  e 
more  of  them  to  the  million. 


57/33.  IP.  A.  C.  (U.S.A.). — (1)  The  solders  recommended 
for  aluminium  are  composed  of  zinc  (90),  copper  (4),  and 
aluminium  (6),  or  tin  (95)  and  bismuth  (5);  but  we  must 
warn  you  that  most  of  the  solders  for  aluminium  which  are 
so  glibly  given  in  books  are  not  trustworthy.  Some  we 
have  tried  hold  very  well  for  a  time,  but  then  give  way,  with 
disastrous  results  in  the  case  of,  say,  a  kettle  of  boilinc 
water.  We  are  trying  just  now  a  solder  of  secret  composf- 
tion,  but  cannot  express  an  opinion  about  it  till  more  time 
has  elapsed.  (2)  In  regard  to  your  note  as  to  why  Mafeking 
has  not  been  relieved,  wc  are  daily  expecting  favourable 
news.  A  chemist  cabled  us  recently  that  food-supply  was 
holding  out. 

58/90.  Chemicvs. — No  ;  you  are  wrong  in  assuming  that 
the  10s.  subscription  to  the  C.  %  D.  entitles  each  subscriber 
to  free  advice  on  any  subject ;  what  it  entitles  each  one  to 
is  fifty-two  numbers  of  the  C.  $  J),  and  a  copy  of  the  Diary 
delivered  free  anywhere.  The  answering  of  questions  is  a 
profitable  extra,  not  a  right. 

58/63.  Qui  ne  risque  rien  ua  rien. — That  is  exactly  what 
quinine  speculators  do.  At  present  it  looks  as  if  they  may 
run  the  price  up  to  the  figure  your  friend  bought  at,  and  if 
you  follow  our  market  reports  you  will  get  all  the  informa- 
tion wc  can  give. 

54/69.    A  nti-scurf. — The  following  formula  for  Anti-sourf 
Pomade  yields  a  product  resembling  your  sample  : — 
Quinin.  sulph.         ...       ...       ...    gr.  xxx. 

Resorein       ...       ...       ...       ...  5'j> 

Hyd.  ox.  rub.  ...       ...       ...    gr.  xv. 

Lanolini        ...       ...       ...  ... 

Paraff.  moll.  ...       ...       ...       ...  5j- 

The  red-precipitate  powder  must  be  very  finely  levigated 
before  incorporating  with  the  basis. 

36/20.  J.  IP. — Blackboard-paint. — This  consists  of 
aniline  black  (J  oz.)  rubbed  down  with  spirit  (2  oz.)  and 
water  (18  oz.).  The  figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  approxi- 
mately the  several  quantities.  There  are  two  recipes  in 
"  Pharmaceutical  Formula0,"  which  more  nearly  represent 
the  popular  paints. 

28/67.  X.  71.  submits  the  drops,  powder,  and  ear-drums 
sold  for  the  Treatment  of  Deafness  by  a  deafness-quack. 
The  lot  is  sold  for  16s.  Qd.  The  drops  consist  of  almond  oil 
(1  oz.)  with  a  few  drops  of  ether.  The  powder  is  mainly 
finely-powdered  liquorice  with  a  small  percentage  of  a 
vegetable  powder  which  we  cannot  identify.  The  ear- 
drums are  commonplace. 

35/18.     Itaar-Farbe.—  Thc  "really-good"  On3-solut'on 
Hair-dye  is  made  as  follows: — 

Pyrogallic  acid    ?>j. 

Boric  acid      ...       ...       ...       ...  5iss. 

Water  jjv. 

Dissolve. 

This  is  representative  of  a  type  of  hair-dye  which  is  very 
popular  just  now. 

64/52.  .1.  F. — The  Apothecaries' Assistants' certificate  is 
not  regarded  by  the  Admiralty  as  a  sufficient  qualification 
for  Naval  Hospital  dispenserships.  They  only  admit  the 
registrable  qualifications  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  (exclusive  of 
Registered  Druggist  Ireland). 

6l;44.  Ignorant— XXI.  and  XXII.  Victoria  cap.,  XC. 
(1858),  refers  to  the  parliamentary  Session  as  indicated  by  the 
year  of  her  Majesty's  reign  in  which  the  Act  No.  90  of  that 
year  was  passed. 

Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  replies  to  any  of  the  subjoined  inquiries  will 
be  esteemed. 


68/67.— Formula  wanted  for  acid,  sulphonitrique  diL 
(Rabelais). 

84/38.  Present  address  of  maker  of  "Original  Cure  for 
Evil  in  Sheep,"  prepared  by  J.  Uiggins,  chemist,  Market 
Place,  I'ensey. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  May  17. 

BUSINESS  lias  been  fail  ly  brisk  on  the  produce 
markets  this  week,  but  alterations  in  price  are  few  and 
unimportant.  Citric  and  tartaric  acids  have  been  in  better 
inquiry  at  firm  rates,  and  if  there  should  be  any  change  in 
price  during  the  consuming  season  it  will  most  probably  be 
upwards.  Cod-liver  oil  keeps  tending  downwards  ;  menthol 
is  also  neglected,  and  quotations  are  lower  again.  There 
has  been  more  inquiry  for  ergot  on  the  spot  at  slightly 
easier  rates.  Quinine,  after  slight  fluctuations,  closed  easier 
on  Wednesday  evening.  Cinchona  sales  were  held  on 
Tuesday,  at  which  there  was  a  steady  demand.  Next 
week's  drug-sales  will  consist  of  "  new  and  old "  goods, 
which  will  be  placed  on  show  on  Tuesday  instead  of 
Wednesday,  owing  to  the  Queen's  birthday  falling  on  the 
latter  day.    The  week's  changes  are  as  follows  : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Oil,  bergamot 
Oil,  castor  (E.I.) 
Oil,  rape 

Cinchona 
Oil,  linseed 
Oil,  turpen- 
tine 
Senega 

Soda  prussiate 

Camphor 

(crude) 

Ergot 

Gum  tragi- 
canth 

Menthol 
Oil,  cod-liver 

The  following  drugs,  &c,  have  arrived  at  the  principal  ports  of 
the  United  Kingdom  from  May  11  to  17,  both  inclusive  : — 
Aniseed  (Russ.),  50;  birdlime  (Jap.),  24  ;  buehu,  62;  cardamoms, 
42;  cinchona  (from  Amsterdam)  498,  (Ceylon)  65,  (E.I )  772; 
cocaine  (crude),  8  ;  cocoa-butter,  10 ;  cod-liver  oil,  83  ;  coriander, 
67;  dragon's  blood,  5;  fenugreek- seed,  648;  galls,  50;  gum 
arable  35,  (Mogador)  86 ;  honey,  10;  insect-flowers,  53;  kananga 
oil,  9;  lemon-juice,  20;  nux  vomica  (Calcutta)  1,200,  (Cochin) 
3,1C0  bags;  opium,  5  ;  saffron,  1 ;  soy,  106  ;  tamarinds  (E.I.),  48; 
turmeric  (Calcutta)  50,  (Cochin)  873 ;  tonka  beans,  10 ;  wax 
(Japanese),  106. 

A  Freight  =  ring. 

A  ring  against  the  North  German  Lloyd  steamers  has  been 
formed  in  Batavia.  All  the  steamship  navigation  companies 
there  which  ship  cargo  to  Europe  have  combined  against  that 
company  in  the  direction  of  reducing  freight  in  produce.  For 
instance,  5  guilders  has  been  struck  off  from  the  freight-rate  on 
coffee,  and  2  guilders  has  been  knocked  off  cinchona.  There  is 
every  prospect  that  the  German  company  will  not  put  up  with  it, 
but  will  carry  the  competition  through  and  lower  its  rates  anew. 

Corsican  Tannic  Acid. 

One  of  the  principal  industries  at  present  carried  on  in  the 
island  of  Corsica  is  that  of  extracting  tannic  acid  from  chestnut- 
wood.  It  is  just  now  in  a  flourishing  state,  the  quantity  exported 
having  considerably  augmented  of  late  years.  From  2  319,500  kilos, 
in  1896  it  rose  to  3,932,088  kilos,  in  1897,  and  again  in  the 
ollowing  year  to  4,561,532  kilos.,  an  increase  of  2,241,882  kilos,  in 
the  two  years. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

[These prices  are  for  market-centres  other  than  London.'] 
Generally  speaking  the  condition  of  the  heavy-chemical  market 
remains  for  the  most  part  unchanged,  and  there  are  no  new 
leatures  of  special  importance  to  be  reported.     If  anything  a 
somewhat  heavier  all-round  business  is  being  transacted,  and 


shipments  particularly  are  more  numerous.  The  home  demand, 
however,  keeps  up  well.    Values  show  little  or  no  alteration. 

Alkali-produce. — Bleaching-powder  continues  to  move  well, 
and  price  is  firm.  Caustic  soda  in  steady  request  at  unchanged 
rates,  although  with  distinct  tendency  towards  »idvanee.  Ammonia, 
alkali  in  good  demand  and  very  firm.  Chlorates  and  yellow 
prussiate  of  potash  are  steady.  Saltcake  quiet  at  about  last 
quotation. 

Green  Copperas  in  steady  demand.  Best  l.-nicashire  makes,. 
42s.  to  43s.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Liverpool.  Welsh  stands  at  13s.  to  14s; 
per  ton,  free  on  rails  in  bulk. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia,  after  declining  somewhat,  lias  again 
taken  a  steadier  tone  owing  to  steady  inquiry.  Present  figures- 
are  about  as  follows  :  -Beckton,  11 Z.  5s. ;  Beckton  terms,  111.  2s.  Gd. ; 
Hull.  11?.  3s.  9<Z.  to  11/.  5s.  ;  London,  11/.  6s.  id. ;  Leith,  11/.  6s.  3rf. 
to  11/.  7s.  6cZ.  Exports  from  Leith  last  week  amounted  to  987 
tons. 

Borax  and  Boracic  Acid  are  steady  at  unchanged  figures-. 
Crystals,  17s.,  and  powdered,  18s.  per  cwt.  Boracic  acid,  26s.  and 
2&s.  per  cwt.  respectively. 

Tin-crystals  firm,  and  in  request  at  lOrf.  tolOr.rZ.  per  lb. 

Calcium  Chloride  steady  at  60s.  per  ton. 

Bichromates  of  Potash  and  Soda  in  fair  demand  with  prices, 
tending  a  shade  lower. 

Coal-tar  Products  generally  are  very  firm.  Carbolic  acids- 
are  now  of  more  value,  and  pitch  tends  towards  better  prices. 

Sal  Ammoniac  unchanged  at  40/.  and  38/.  per  ton  for  firsts  and1 
seconds  respectively. 

Alumina- products  are  in  good  consumptive  demand.  Prices- 
at  present  are  unchanged,  but  better  figures  are  not  at  all  unlikely- 
Purest  makes  white  sulphate  of  alumina,  practically  free  of  iron,. 
85s.  to  90s.  per  ton  on  rails  in  casks,  with  usual  allowances  for  bags 
or  loose  slabs.  Crystal  alum  steady,  loose  lump,  4/.  15s.  to  5/.  per 
ton;  lump,  in  tierces,  5/.  to  5/.  2s.  Gd.  per  ton;  and  ground,  in 
bags,  5Z.  7s.  6(Z.  to  51.  12s.  6(Z.  per  ton.  Hydrate  of  alumina,  purest 
quality  and  highest  percentage,  in  steady  inquiry  at  111.  5s.  to  12/. 
per  ton  in  large  casks.  Bauxite  60-per-cent.  alumina,  17s.  to  18s. 
per  ton,  f.o.b.  Aluminous  cake,  50s.  to  55s.  per  ton.  Sewage- 
alum,  45s.  to  47s.  6cZ.  per  ton.  Alumino  ferric,  42s.  6d.  to  47s.  6c/.. 
per  ton.  Carbonate  of  alumina,  35s.  to  37s.  6fZ.  per  cwt.  Alunii- 
nate  of  soda,  highest  percentage  ALO,-;,  37s.  6fZ.  to  40s.  per  cwt., 
according  to  quantity.  Chloride  of  aluminium  solution,  11/.  10s. 
to  12Z.  10s.  per  ton,  free  on  rails  in  barrels. 

South  Durham  Salt  continues  in  brisk  demand  at  lis.  3;?.  per- 
ton,  f.o.b.  Tees. 

Liverpool  Drug  Market. 

Liverpool,  May  16. 

Castor  Oil. — The  advance  noted  in  this  article  during  the  past 
three  or  four  weeks  still  characterises  the  market,  and  a  higher 
price  lias  been  established  for  good  Calcutta  seconds,  which  is 
now  held  for  3-J'Z.  per  lb.,  and  at  this  price  only  a  very  limited 
quantity  is  available.  The  upward  tendency  has  been  mani- 
fested in  the  "  arrival "  parcels  also,  and  sales  are  reported 
at  fed.  to  ^d.  over  the  rates  paid  for  arrival  last  week.  French* 
oil  for  arrival  is  also  held  at  better  prices.  First- pressure- 
English,  French,  and  Belgian  is  firmly  held  at  i\d. ;  second- 
pressure,  3,!,fZ. ;  and  holders  are  sparing  sellers  at  these  prices. 

Canary-seed. — The  advance  in  this  is  fully  maintained,  but 
there  is  for  the  moment  a  cessation  of  buying,  the  purchasers  seem- 
ing disinclined  to  pay  the  advanced  rate.  Holders,  however,  seem 
confident  of  better  figures  in  the  near  future. 

Quillaia-bark. — Business  continues  to  be  done  steadily  at- 
13/-  5s.  to  13/.  10s.  per  ton,  according  to  quantity  and  quality. 

Oil,  Turpentine,  is  very  firmly  held  at  46s.  per  cwt. — a  further- 
advance. 

Sulphate  of  Copper. — In  steady  demand,  at  25/.  10s.  to  26r. 
per  ton. 

Honey. — At  auction  this  week  twenty  barrels  of  fair  Pile  2" 
Chilian  sold  at  24s.  per  cwt. ;  Pile  1  was  held  at  25s.  to  25s.  Gd., 
and  Pile  X.  was  bought  eagerly  at  31s.  per  cwt.  Californian  is 
held  very  firmly  indeed  by  importers  at  42s.  6</.  to  46s.  Sales  of 
Jamaican,  in  cases,  are  reported  at  32s.  6tZ. 

Beeswax. — Several  transactions  have  been  carried  through 
during  the  week,  seventeen  bags  of  yellow  Chilian  finding  buyers 
at  7/.  10s. ;  tw  o  packages  pale  yellow,  at  auction,  realised 
71.  17s.  6(Z.  per  cwt. ;  and  two  packages  dull  Peruvian  changed' 
hands  at  11.  5s.  per  cwt. 

Spermaceti. — Of  refined  Chilian  twenty-one  cases  were  offered  atr- 
auction,  and  Is.  2(Z.  was  bid,  but  refused ;  Is.  3(Z.  was  afterwards 
bid,  but  owner's  idea  of  value  was  Is.  Z\d. 

Carnauba  Wax. — This  is  still  in  good  demand.  Ten  bags  06 
grey  have  been  reported  sold  at  80s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Acacia. — Holders  on  this  market  have  received  instruc- 
tions from  Egypt  by  cable  to  advance  their  quotations  fully  2s.  6cZ. 
per  cwt.  for  sorts.  The  small  stocks  on  this  market  have,  therefore,, 
been  advanced  to  this  extent. 

Linseed  is  easier  for  the  week,  Paver  Plate  having  receded  to/ 
51s.  per  quarter  for  fair  quality. 
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Ginger  (African).— Steady  at  27,s.  6cZ.  to  30.s.  per  cwt. 
Copaiba. — The  eight  barrels  recently  arrived  per  Bourbon  were 
offered  at  auction,  and  the  bulk  was  sold  at  Is.  5<7.  per  lb. 

German  Drug  Market. 

Hamburg,  May  15. 

Business  on  our  drug-market  is  only  limited  to  small  trans- 
actions, and  there  are  few  changes  of  prices  to  be  reported. 

Citric  Acid  is  dearer  at  295m.  per  100  kilos. 

Camphor. — Refiners  raised  their  prices  to  485m.  per  100  kilos, 
last  week  ;  second-hand  holders  are  selling  to  day  at  472^m.  to 
475m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cumin-seed  is  still  firm  ;  spot  delivery  is  scarce  at  70m.  to  63m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  of  Rye  is  dull  and  shows  very  little  business  ;  spot 
delivery  is  quoted  320m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha. — Cartagena  is  a  little  firmer  at  19m.  per  kilo  ; 
Rio  is  scarce  at  27m.  to  28m.  per  kilo. 

Lycopodium  is  firm  but  quiet  ;  holders  ask  495m.  per  100  kilos. 

Menthol  is  dull  at  17Am.  per  kilo. 

Quinine  is  neglected ;  first-hand  is  quoted  45m.,  and  second- 
hands  about  43m.  per  kilo. 

Japanese  Wax  is  dull  at  57m.  per  100  kilos. 

Canauba  Wax. — Firm,  at  165m.  to  205m.  per  1C0  kilos., 
according  to  quality. 

Oils. — Cod-liver  is  very  quiet  at  85m.  per  barrel.  German  rape 
oil  is  advancing  at  59Am.  per  100  kilos.,  duty  free,  but  linseed  oil 
and  cotton-seed  oil  tending  lower.  Castor  is  firm  but  slow  of  sale, 
first-pressing  in  barrel  on  the  spot  is  63m.  and  forward  62£m. 
per  100  kilos. 

American  Drug  Market. 

JSew  York,  May  8. 

Business  is  quiet,  as  is  customary  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
and  transactions  are  mainly  of  a  routine  character.  Now  that 
the  question  concerning  the  Porto  Rican  tariff  is  settled,  there  is 
•every  promise  of  excellent  business  between  the  island  and  this 
country.  Shipments  have  already  arrived  from  the  island,  and 
more  are  on  the  way. 

Opium  is  slow  of  sale,  and  quotations  are  nominally  steady  at 
$3.15  to  §3.20  per  lb. 

Quinine  is  hardening,  and  manufacturers  are  offering  sparingly 
at  present  figures.  Quotations  are  still  on  a  basis  of  31c,  but  an 
advance  is  expected. 

Cannabis  Indica  is  strongly  held  at  30c.  to  35c,  but  little 
business  is  passing  in  the  finer  grades.  Sales  of  inferior  quality 
are  reported  at  20c.  per  lb. 

Coca-leaves. — Truxillo  are  easier,  owing  to  fresh  arrivals — 
20c.  will  buy. 

Ergot  is  depressed,  owing  to  absence  of  demand.  Offerings  of 
Russian  are  liberal  at  44c,  and  Spanish  at  65c  per  lb. 

Ipecacuanha  (Rio)  is  firmer,  in  sympathy  with  the  London 
market,  and  §3  is  asked  for  prime  root.  Small  parcels  are  to  be 
had  at  $2.90. 

Jalap  is  selling  freely  at  11c.  to  12c. 

Copaiba  is  in  better  supply,  and  quotations  have  eased  to  35c. 
for  Central  American. 

Balsam  Peru  has  advanced  to  $1.40,  owing  to  improved 
■demand. 

Peppermint  Oil  is  easier,  and  offered  from  growing  centres  at 
a  reduction  of  5c.  per  lb.  The  new  crop  is  expected  to  be  much 
above  last  year's  yield,  and  lower  prices  may  rule.  Western  oil  is 
obtainable  at  90c,  Wayne  Co.  at  95c,  and  H.G.H.  at  $1.15. 

Golden- seal  is  firmer,  owing  to  scarcity  on  the  spot,  and 
holders  ask  54c  to  56c.  per  lb.  New  spring-dug  root  is  nearly 
due,  but  this  is  invariably  of  inferior  quality,  and  will  not  affect 
the  price  for  prime  root,  fall-dug. 

Sarsaparilla  (Mexican)  is  fairly  active,  and  quotations  are 
firm  at  8c.  to  8f,c.  per  lb. 

Sicilian  Market. 

3Tessina,  May  11. 

Oil  of  Lemon  has  a  rising  tendency,  but  so  far  the  quotation  for 
first-rate  quality  is  unchanged  at  3s.  2d.  per  lb.,  ci.f.  London.  There 
are  speculators  who  hold  large  stocks  in  the  country,  but  they  do 
not  intend  to  sell  at  present  prices. 

Oil  of  Orange  is  steady  at  6s.  3(7.  per  lb.,  ci.f. 

Oil  of  Bergamot  has  advanced  about  6(7.  per  lb.  since  my  last 
report,  owing  to  the  large  orders  placed  by  buyers,  and  the  deficient 
stocks  of  the  new  produce.  To-day's  price  for  oil  containing 
39  per  cent,  and  upwards  of  linalool  ester  is  6s.  10(7.  per  lb. 

Concentrated  Lemon- juice. — Steady,  at  167.  15s.  per  pipe, 
ci.f.  terms.  It  is  not  expected  that  lower  prices  will  be  seen  this 
year. 

Lemon-peels  are  almost  exhausted,  and  very  high  prices  have 
been  paid  for  what  little  stock  there  is  on  offer, 


Bitter-orange  Peels  remain  dull  at  22s.  to  23s.  per  pipe.  61 
other  peels  in  brine  there  exists  nothing  but  small  remainders  of 

stocks. 

Japanese  Market. 

Yokohama,  April  12. 
[The  Exchange-rates  in  Yokohama  at  the  date  of  writing 
were :— 1  yen,  London,  on  demand,  2s.  OArZ.  ;  Paris,  on  demand 
2.57£f. ;  New  York,  on  demand,  49-jc. ;  and  Germany,  on  demand', 
2.09m.  One  yen  =  100  sen.  The  weight-equivalents  used  in  this 
report  are  : — 1  catty  =  1J  lb. ;  1  picul  =  133j  lbs.] 

General  inactivity  still  prevails  on  the  drug  and  chemical 
markets,  and  there  are  only  a  few  changes  to  record  since  my 
last  report.  In  export  staples  menthol  crystals  have  further 
declined  on  account  of  slack  demand,  and  the  market  is  very  quiet, 
with  sellers  at  4.80  yen  per  catty.  Peppermint  oil  is  also  in  a 
weak  position,  and  some  4,000  catties  have  been  sold  at  prices 
ranging  from  1.85  to  1.80  yen  per  catty  for  the  home  trade,  while 
no  important  business  has  been  done  for  export.  Ginger  seems  to 
be  a  shade  easier,  as  exporters  do  not  want  to  buy  at  recent 
advanced  rates  ;  present  prices  are  11.40  yen  per  picul  for  best 
and  11.30  yen  per  picul  for  fair  quality.  Aniseed  is  very  scarce, 
and  in  brisk  demand  at  13  yen  per  picul  for  common  and  14 
yen  for  fair  quality.  Buyers  are  now  awaiting  the  arrival  of  new 
crop,  which  will  not  appear  for  a  few  months  yet.  Galls  are 
steady  at  unchanged  rates.  Camphor  is  dearer ;  the  present  price 
is  98  yen  per  picul  for  crude,  and  for  refined,  in  1-oz.  tablets,  1.02 
yen  per  lb.  is  wanted.  Iodine  preparations  have  declined  a  little, 
owing  to  a  rumour  to  the  effect  that  the  syndicate  in  Europe  will 
not  be  continued  ;  the  present  quotations  are  4.10  yen  per  lb.  for 
92  per-cent.  crude,  4.20  yen  per  lb.  for  potassium  iodide,  5.70  yen 
per  lb.  for  iodoform,  and  for  resublimed  iodine  5.10  yen  per  lb.  is 
quoted.  Some  2,000  lbs.  of  crude  have  changed  hands  for 
export  at  prices  ranging  from  4.06  to  4.10  yen  per  lb.  Fresh 
supplies  will  appear  in  May  or  June,  and  we  may  then  see  lower 
prices,  as  the  outturn  this  vear  is  expected  to  be  favourable. 

In  import  articles  carbolic  acid  is  steady  at  55  sen  per  lb.,  with 
buyers  at  50  sen  per  lb.  for  wholesale  qualities.  The  Japanese 
Government  are  about  to  purchase  20,000  kilos.,  and  the  tender, 
according  to  the  Official  Gazette,  will  be  decided  on  May  31. 
Cocaine  has  again  advanced  to  8.50  yen  per  oz.  Extract  of  ergot  is 
exceedingly  scarce  at  12  yen  per  lb.  Ipecacuanha  is  also  scarce,  and 
there  is  no  stock  available  ;  at  present  13  yen  per  lb.  is  quoted 
for  Rio  root.  In  quinine  about  10,000  oz.  were  sold  a  week  ago  at 
65  seu  per  oz.  for  sulphate  and  95  sen  per  oz.  for  muriate,  but 
to-day  market  is  weaker  again,  owing  to  lower  advices  from  Europe. 
Bromides,  although  advanced  in  Europe,  have  still  a  dull  and  easy 
tendency  here,  owing  to  heavy  stocks.  The  present  quotations 
are  91  sen  for  potassium,  1.25  sen  for  soda,  and  1,30  sen  for 
ammonia  per  lb.,  but  price  will  advance  when  the  stock  decreases. 
Acetic  acid  has  advanced  a  little,  and  holders  now  quote  21  sen 
per  lb.  for  95  per  cent,  and  23  sen  for  96-97  per  cent,  in  20-kilo. 
demijohns.  In  heavy  chemicals  caustic  soda  (60  per  cent.)  is 
firm  at  8.10  to  8.30  yen  per  picul  in  5  to  6  cwt.  drums,  while  for 
alkali  (58  per  cent.)  4.55  yen  per  picul  is  quoted.  Soda  bicarbonate 
is  dull  of  sale  at  3.90  yen  per  cwt.  for  U.S.  make,  and  for  Bruuner's 
4.03  yen  per  cwt.  is  wanted.  Cheap  cargoes  of  potash  chlorate 
are  now  coming  in,  and  the  market  has  declined  to  16  yen  per  cwt. 

Cablegrams. 

Burg  en,  May  16: — The  fishing  at  Finmarken  this  week 
has  been  hindered  by  the  weather.  The  catch  up  to  date 
amounts  to  27,208,000  fish,  against  27,258,000  at  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  last  year.  The  market  is  still  declining, 
there  being  sellers  of  Lofoten  non-congealing  oil  at  74s.  per 
barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen,  or  Is.  lower  on  the  week. 

$  *  *  * 

Hamburg,  May  17,  12.2  p.m.  :— Refined  camphor  in 
second-hands  is  firm.  Ergot,  on  the  other  hand,  is  dull  of 
sale,  at  315m.  per  100  kilos.  Japanese  oil  of  peppermint  is 
firmer,  and  7|m.  per  kilo,  is  now  being  obtained. 

*  *  * 

id 

Smyrna,  May  17,  9.30  a.m.  :— The  sales  for  the  week 
amount  to  25  cases  at  the  equivalent  of  8s.  6d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. 
There  are  now  further  buyers  at  this  figure  but  no  sellers. 

*  *  *  * 

New  York,  May  17,  3.6  p.m.  : — A  fair  business  is  being 
done  here.  Opium  is  weak  at  #312  per  lb.  Refined  cam- 
phor is  active  at  59c  per  lb.  Ergot  of  rye  is  neglected  at 
42c  Coca-leaves  are  quiet  at  20c.  per  lb.  Senega-root 
keeps  scarce,  45c.  being  wanted.  Buchu-leaves  have 
declined  to  16e.  per  lb.  Menthol  is  also  lower,  there  being 
sellers  at  $2  50  per  lb.    Beeswax  is  quiet  at  29c.  per  lb. 
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London  Markets. 

Acid,  Citric,  is  in  good  demand  at  ls.  4(7.  to  Is.  4Jr7. 
per  lb.  Makers  are  not  anxious  sellers  either  for  spot  or 
forward  delivery. 

Acid  Tartaric. — The  demand  remains  good,  English 
crystals  selling  at  Is.  0\d.  to  ls.  Id.,  and  foreign  ls.  per  lb. 

Aloes. — The  offerings  next  week  will  include  a  new  lot  of 
280  boxes  of  Curacaos. 

Angelica  is  quoted  70s.  per  cwt.,  spot,  by  one  holder. 

Arrowroot  slow.  The  parcels  of  St.  Vincent's  offered  at 
auction  on  Wednesday  were  bought  in  at  2\d.  per  lb.  for 
common,  at  3\d.  for  good,  and  at  4|(7.  for  fine.  One  lot  of 
good  sold  at  3\d.  per  lb. 

Asafetida. — There  has  been  a  small  demand  for  medium 
qualities  at  from  40s.  to  50.s\  Fine  would  sell  readily  at  70s. 
to  80s.    A  small  shipment  is  near  at  hand. 

Belladonna.— For  good  quality  40s.  per  cwt.  spot  is 
wanted. 

Benzoin. — The  demand  this  week  has  been  for  fair 
Sumatra  seconds  at  from  6/.  10s.  to  67.  15s.  per  cwt. ;  the 
firsts  offered  kvt  week  are  still  on  hand  :  91.  15s.  is  wanted 
for  them.  About  80  cases  of  Palembang  in  tins  and  blocks 
have  arrived  this  week.  Fine  free  Siam  almonds  are 
inquired  for,  but  there  are  none  to  be  had. 

Camphor. — Crude  has  been  in  more  inquiry  this  week, 
sales  of  a  few  hundred  piculs  Japanese,  in  second-hands 
being  reported  at  between  180s.  and  182s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Hong-Kong  advices,  dated  April  13,  report  that  after  a  further 
decline  to  $91,  tho  price  of  crude  camphor  advanced,  some  1,000 
boxes  changing  hands  for  Europe  at  §93.  The  shipments  to 
Europe  during  the  preceding  fortnight  had  been  2,437  cases.  The 
stock  on  April  13  in  Hong  Kong  was  2,200  cases,  of  which  400  were 
■  unsold. 

Cinchona. — At  the  London  auctions  on  Tuesday  nearly 
4,000  packages  of  bark  were  offered,  of  which  about  two- 
thirds  changed  hands  at  the  average  unit  of  lf(/.  to  l^d., 
j  cinchonidine  yielding  barks  realised  a  unit  of  2d.  to  Z^d. 
The  following  were  the  quantities  offered  : — 

Packages  offered. 
East  Indian  cinchona  ...  2,386,  of  which  about  1,590  were  sold. 


South  American 

chona   

Ceylon  cinchona 
Java  cinchona  ... 


1,011 
374 
151 


385 
264 
128 


3,922  2,367 
The  following  were  the  approximate  quantities  purchased 
by  the  principal  buyers  : — ■ 

Lbs. 

Brunswick  factory   134,713 

Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories    107,995 

American  factory    66,483 

Frankfort-on-Maine  and  Stuttgart  factories      ...  65,698 

Imperial  factory    56,346 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons   47,046 

Paris  factory   310 

Druggists,  &o.   31,944 


Total  quantity  sold 
Bought  in  or  withdrawn 


...  510,535 
...  309,134 


Total  quantity  offered   819,669 

The  following  were  some  of  the  prices  paid  : — 

Java.— Ledgeriana,  good  chips  and    shavings,  6§(7.  to  7gtZ. ; 

branch,  4 d.  to  4f(7. ;  root,  5%d.  to6§(Z.;  and  druggist's  quill.  31  d. 

to  5%d.  per  lb. 

South  American.— Bolivian  cultivated  Calisaya,  fair  to  good 
quill,  Bid.  to  9g(7. ;  and  very  rich,  lOfd.  to  lid.  Red  bark, 
damages,  4^(7.  to  5£(Z.  per  lb.    Cuprea  was  taken  out. 

Ceylon.— Officinalis,  renewed  chips,  5f(7  ;  and  shavings,  Id. 
buccirubra,  ordinary  to  good  stem  chips  and  shavings,  3d.  to 
M. ;  renewed  ditto,  4^(7.  to  4^(7. 

East  Indian.— Ledgeriana,  chips  and  shavings,  2jd.  to  8f(7.  ; 
broken  quill  and  chips,  l^d.  to  lid. ;  stem  and  chips,  7|S.  to  8fal. ; 
'root,  4Jd  to  6$d.;  and  branch,  4(7.  to  bid.;  brown  quill,  5$d.  ; 
« nips  and  shavings,  4jj<7.  to  10^(7.  ;  broken  quill  and  chips,  \\d. ; 
stem  and  chips,  §\d.  to  8|d.  Red,  chips  renewed,  2ld.  to  Ad. ; 
chips  and  shavings,  Z\d.  to  5£d. ;  broken  quill  and  chips,  3|3i  to 
Oftrt.  ;  stems  and  chips,  3z<7. ;  root,  M.  to  4fc?, ;  and  branch,  Md.  to 
to  did.  per  lb, 


The  exports  from  Ceylon  from  January  1  to  April  23  were  : — ■ 
1900         1899         1898  1897 
Lbs.  ...    115,799     239,719      284,371  209,745 

The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on  June  7  will 
consist  of  3,449  bales  and  ca«es  Ledgeriana,  Calisaya, 
Hybriden  ;  and  237  cases  and  628  bales  Succirubra.  The 
stock  in  first-hands  at  Amsterdam  consisted  on  May  16. 
1900.  of  1,794  packages  Government  bark,  and  6,011  packages 
private  bark,  including  the  quantity  to  be  put  up  in  auction. 
The  exports  from  Java  for  the  first  half  of  the  month  were 
430,000  Amst.  lbs.,  against  225,400  Amst.  lbs.  for  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  last  year. 

Cocaine. — There  has  been  more  inquiry  this  week,  and  it 
is  said  that  second-hand  dealers  have  paid  makers'  prices, 
which  arc  16s.  3d.  per  oz.  for  200-oz.  lots. 

Cream  op  Tartar. — Very  firm  at  last  week's  prices. 

Ergot  of  Rye  has  been  in  more  demand  this  week,  sales 
of  fair  Russian  having  been  made  on  the  spot  at  ls.  Id. 
per  lb.  London  terms.  From  Hamburg  there  are  offers  at' 
ls.  6d.  c.i.f.  Old  Spanish  has  sold  at  2s.  spot,  and  one  holder 
now  asks  2s.  6d. 

Galls. — Persian  blue  have  been  sold  on  the  spot  at  90s. 
per  cwt.  Green  are  offered  at  80s.  The  market  is  firm,  and! 
in  some  cases  holders  are  asking  higher  jsrices. 

Gamboge. — A  parcel  of  twenty  cases  of  Siam  pipe  have 
arrived  this  week. 

Gentian  remains  firm  at  14s.  6^7.  per  cwt.  f.o.b.  Marseilles. 

Golden  Seal. — Further  sales  have  been  made  at  2s.  Gd. 
per  lb.  spot.  The  spring  crop  is  now  about  due  on  the  New 
York  market,  but  the  autumn-dug  root,  which  is  scarce,  is 
always  preferred. 

Gum  ARABIC. — So-called  insoluble  Persian  sorts  have 
been  sold  at  22s.  to  23s.  per  cwt.  for  pale  quality. 

Gum  Tragacanth  —  The  market  has  now  quieted  down 
after  the  recent  activity,  and  some  grades  are  quoted  at 
easier  rates.  Firsts  are  worth  14/.  5s.  to  14s.  10?.  per  cwt., 
seconds  12/.  10s.  to  13s.  10s.,  thirds,  11/.  to  12/.,  and  fourths 
8/.  10s.  to  10/.  10s. 

Ipecacuanha. — In  retail  demand  at  last  week's  prices, 
viz.  8s.  6<7.  to  9s.  for  Cartagena,  and  12s.  6.'7.  for  Rio.  Four 
bags  of  Cartagena  have  arrived -this  week,  but  no  Rio. 

Lime-juice. — For  good  pale  West  Indian  ls.  6d.  to 
ls.  Id.  per  gallon  is  wanted. 

Menthol. — Quite  neglected,  the  position  being  weak  with 
sellers  at  7s.  6(7.  to  7s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Musk. — Quiet ;  first  pile  thin  skin  blue  being  obtainable 
at  66s.  per  oz. 

Oil,  Castor. — The  tendency  of  French  oil  is  said  to  be 
easier,  first  and  second  pressings  being  obtainable  at  from 
29/.  to  30/.  10s.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  terms.  Medicinal  is  4s.  to  5s. 
more.  Hull  make  is  34/.  per  ton  in  barrels,  and  4^(7.  per  lb. 
in  cases  for  medicinal  quality  ;  first  is  31s.  10s.,  and  seconds 
29/.  10s.  in  barrels,  and  3^-/1.  and  3-^d.  per  lb.  in  cases 
respectively. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — The  London  market  is  quiet  and  un- 
changed. 

Bergen,  May  12.— The  fisheries  at  Finmarken  continue  fair, 
although  the  weather  occasionally  keeps  the  fishermen  on  shore. 
The  market  is  gradually  weakening  as  the  Finmarken  cods  are 
very  fat  this  year,  and  nearly  all  the  liver  is  being  steamed. 
Lofoten  non-congealing  oil  is  now  quoted  at  75s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b. 
terms.  The  exports  to  date  from  Bergen  amount  to  3,073  banels, 
against  4,282  barrels  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

Oils,  Fixed. — Rape  is  dearer  at  30s.  6(7.  per  cwt.,  spot,  for 
refined;  Ravison,  27s.  Linseed  is  firmer  for  forward  delivery 
at  34s.  for  spot  in  pipes  at  waterside.  Cotton  is  also  firmer 
at  24s.  6(7.  to  25s.  for  refined  in  ordinary  casks.  Cocoanut, 
Ceylon,  pipes,  25s. ;  Cochin,  28s.  ;  fine  Lagos  Palm,  27s.  6(7. 
par  cwt. 

Opium. — In  slow  demand  at  unchanged  rates. 

Smyrna,  May  4. — The  sales  this  week  amount  to  seven  cases  of 
fine  strong  material  at  from  8s.  11(7.  to  9s.  1(7.  per  lb.,  as  to 
quality.  This  is  to  be  worked  up  into  "pudding"  opium  or 
Yonghouma,  with  addition  of  foreign  matter,  and  sold  at  reduced 
figures  to  consumers.  Some  28  cases  of  the  new  crop  Talequale 
for  August  delivery  have  also  been  sold  at  the  equivalent  of 
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7s.  lid.  per  lb.  The  weather  keep3  favourable  for  the  growing 
plants,  but  unless  this  month  is  well  advanced  we  d)  not  expect 
that  large  interested  holders  will  make  any  concession.  The 
stock  of  fine  Yerli's  and  Boghaditz  qualities  is  practically 
•exhausted.  The  arrivals  to  date  amount  to  2,561  cases,  against 
1,322  cases  at  the  same  period  of  last  year. 

Constantinople,  May  11. —  The  stock  of  "soft"  grade  has 
(Malatia  excepted)  been  practically  cleared  this  week  by  one 
"buyer,  who  took  20  cases.  Beginning  at  9.s.  5(7.  he  finally  paid  up 
to  9s.  Id.  per  lb.  f.o.b.  for  seconds.  Further  sales  were  :  5  cases 
■old  Malatias  at  8s.  8d.t  and  5  cases  druggists'  at  8s.  Id.  Owing 
to  mild  weather  the  new  crop  will  shortly  be  gathered  in  some 
districts,  and  first  arrivals  will  probably  reach  Smyrna  before 
'the  end  of  the  month.  Prospects  all  round  continue  very  favour- 
able. 

Quicksilver. — Quiet,  at  91.  10s.  per  bottle  both  for  firsts 
and  seconds,  possibly  6c7.  less  may  buy. 

f?  The  exports  from  Seville  during  1899  were  estimated  at  1,051 
■tons  (210,200?.  \  against  1,025  tons  (205,000?.)  in  1898.  From 
Gijon,  in  1899,  40  tons  were  exported,  against  43  tons  in  1898. 
'The  United  Kingdom  took  17  tons  (2,380?.),  France,  23  tons 
(3,220?.)  in  1899. 

Quinine  has  passed  through  a  quiet  week  and  prices  are 
a  shade  easier.  The  London  bark-auctions  do  not  seem  to 
have  helped  the  second-hand  market,  and  the  heavy  ship- 
ments from  Java  for  the  first  half  of  the  month  have  pre- 
vented speculation.  On  Wednesday  only  one  transaction 
"was  recorded  (5,000  oz )  at  Is.  3]d.  per  oz.,  spot,  being 
easier  on  the  previous  day's  prices.  To-day,  however,  it  is 
•reported  that  a  parcel  has  sold  at  Is.  3d.  spot,  and  several 
Jots  at  Is.  3^d.  ;  for  August  delivery  Is.  3^d.  has  been  paid. 

Salicin. — Firm,  but  unchanged,  business  being  confined 
"to  deliveries  of  contract,  which  in  most  cases  have  been 
made  at  much  less  figures  than  those  now  ruling.  It  is  not 
anticipated  there  will  be  any  change  until  the  new  bark 
arrives  in  July. 

Santonin. — Very  little  second-hand  stock  is  now  left  on 
the  market.  The  market-price  of  10s.  9d.  per  lb.  less  5  per 
•cent,  is  reported  to  have  been  paid  this  week. 

Sassafras. — The  stock  of  old  bark  on  the  New  York 
market  is  practically  exhausted,  and  the  parcels  of  new  so 
far  offered  are  of  ^unsatisfactory  quality  on  account  of  im- 
proper curing. 

Seeds. — Anise  is  steady  at  20s.  per  cwt.  for  Russian. 
Coriander  firm,  owing  to  reports  of  a  short  crop  in  Morocco ; 
10s.  6d.  to  12s.  per  cwt.  are  the  quotations  for  common  to 
good.  English  is  worth  16s.  to  18s.  per  cwt.  Cumin  very 
scarce,  but  there  is  very  little  demand.  Canary  is  un- 
changed in  value,  with  sales  of  Turkish  at  32s.  per  quarter. 
Ifewugreeli  slow  at  6s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Linseed  dearer  at  62s.  Qd. 
per  quarter  for  clean  bold  Sicilian.  Cararvays  steady  at 
27s.  Gd.  to  29s.  per  cwt.  for  ordinary  to  good  Dutch. 

Senna. — There  has  been  a  fair  inquiry  for  Tinnevelly 
■since  the  auctions.  Fine  green  quality  is  practically  ex- 
hausted. 

Soda  Prussiate  is  firmer  at  b\d.  to  5f&  per  lb.  for 
English  make. 

Soy. — Small  sales  of  Chinese  are  reported  at  Is.  27. 
per  gall,  for  good. 

Spices. — Zanzibar  cloves  are  again  lower,  but  other  spices 
remain  unchanged.  At  auction  on  Wednesday  Cochin  Ginger 
was  neglected,  washed  rough  being  bought  in  at  33s.  per  cwt., 
and  small  native  cut  at  45s.  ;  scrag  sold  without  reserve  at 
24s.  per  cwt.  Jamaica  was  in  good  demand  for  the  better 
qualities,  but  the  inferior  descriptions  were  bought  in,  no 
bids  being  made.  Middling  to  fair  sold  at  53s.  Qd.  to  66s. 
per  cwt.,  and  good  to  fine  at  71s.  to  87s.  per  cwt.  Japan 
-sold  at  24s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  limed  rough.  Zanzibar  Cloves, 
being  pressed  for  sale  for  future  delivery,  gave  way  in  price, 
-and  June-August  has  been  sold  at  3^d.,  and  January  March, 
1901,  at  3$l,d.  per  lb.  Pinieri'  at ;  a  few  lots  sold,  ordinary 
at  3/7.,  and  fair  at  3^d.  per  lb.  Mace  quiet;  good  pickings 
sold  at  Is.  3\d.  per  lb.,  fair  wild  was  bought  in  at  5d.  per  lb. 
Pepper  steady,  but  little  doing.  Penang  was  bought  in  at 
55fS.,  Alleppy  at  Q\d.,  and  Malabar  at  Q\d.  per  lb.  Singapore 
is  offering  at  Q\d.  on  the  spot,  and  at  Q)^/l.  for  May-July 
steamer.  White  Singapore  was  bought  in  at  11|^7.  per  lb. 
for  fine  bold,  and  Penang  at  3\d.  for  dull.  Ceylon  sold  at 
"9d.  for  good,  and  at  8pl.  for  dark. 


Turmeric. — Small  sales  of  split  Cochin  bulbs  are  reported 
at  9s.  per  cwt ,  and  good  to  fine  Madia?  finger  at  31s  to 
32s.  6r7. 

Valerian. — One  holder  asks  45s.  per  cwt.,  spot;  stock 
remains  low. 

Wax,  Japan. — In  limited  demand,  spot  sellers  asking 
33s.  per  cwt.,  and  for  arrival  28s.  Qd.  to  29s.  c.i.f. 


at  the  Counter. 

A  Lincolnshire  Subscriber  sends  us  a  few  curious 
items.  The  first  is  not  hard — "  1  oz.  of  extract  of  cask- 
arrow,"  but  the  second  is  a  tougher  nut — "  Id.  pec  site,'' 
and  the  third  is  fearfully  illiterate.    It  reads  :— 

2  oz.  wht  copriee 
2  clacis  of  Vritol 
2  oz.  drigget  of  corror. 

"Scach  in  luson"  is  a  local  remedy  with  which  we  are  not 
acquainted,  but  we  have  heard  of  "  Scyling  dieacelaia  " 
before.  The  collection  concludes  with  the  following  quaint 
epistle : — 

Der  Mr.  , — Could  you  send  aney  ointment  for  a  cow  with 

down  fall  on  hard  Elder  and  a  Drink  for  the  same  and  stopige  in 
milk  and  lame  in  hind  leggs  and  stiff  being  Calfd  a  fornight. 

j'ours  truly, 

MarthaiMii  the  3  paps  out  of  4.  John  


Mad  Dawg. 

The  only  time  when  Chemist  Brown  recommendel  the  stores. 


(Tommo  Events. 

Tuesday,  May  22. 

Boyal  Photographic  Society,  66  Russell  Square,  W.C.,  at  8  P.M. 
Mr.  A.  Watkins  on  "  Hydroquinone  and  Colour  impressions. 

Wednesday,  May  23. 

Forfarshire  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  at  Montrose.— 
The  annual  meeting,  followed  by  annual  dinner. 

Western  Chemists'  Association  (of  London),  Westbourne  Restau- 
rant,  1  Craven  Road,  W.,  at  9  P.M.  Discussion  on  The 
Dispensing  of  Proprietary  Articles,  &c,"  introduced  by  Mr. 
F.  A.  Rogers.   


Camphorated  Oil.— The  hearing  of  the  case  against  two  shop- 
keepers at  Lambeth  Police  Court  for  selling  inferior  camphorated 
oil  (briefly  reported  in  last  week's  issue,  p.  818)  was  resumed  on 
May  17,  when  each  was  fined  40s.,  and  38s.  6c7.  costs. 


